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CBA North West publishes
two newsletters each year, in
the spring and summer/
autumn. Contributions are
invited from Cheshire,
Greater Manchester, Lanca-
shire and Merseyside on all
aspects of archaeology in the
North West. If you wish to
contribute information which
you feel would be of interest
to members of CBA NW,
please contact the Hon
Secretary. Please note that
contributions may have to
be edited.

Discoveries include Roman
tombstones and — perhaps
more startling — a mass
grave which was partly un-
covered last year. Radio-
carbon dates from two of the
skeletons suggest that they
are the remains of
casualties from the seventh-
century Battle of Chester.

Members of the Society
will describe the results of
the latest excavations and
take us on a tour of the site.
For more information, see
the enclosed programme and
booking form.

New committee
members needed
Would  you like to help CBA
North-West continue to run
in a well organised manner?
Have you considered serving
on the executive committee?
The committee is a mix of
people from different back-
grounds but they all have a

common interest in archae-
ology and a wish to
encourage others to be inter-
ested in and to care about the
archaeology of the region.

You do not have to have
an encyclopaedic knowledge
of archaeology. Ideally the
committee should represent
all areas in the CBA North-
West region, ie Cheshire,
Greater Manchester, Lanca-
shire and Merseyside, and all
sectors of the archaeological
community including local
society members.

Every year a third of the
committee have to retire so
we always need new people.
If you would like to know
more about what is involved
please contact one of the of-
ficers or speak to a member
of the committee at the
AGM.

If you or someone you
know would like to be nom-
inated for election at this
year’s AGM please complete

the enclosed nomination
form. Or if not this year why
not think about next?

Autumn meeting
15 October 2005
The CBA North-West
autumn meeting will be held
at the Storey Institute in Lan-
caster and will have a
maritime theme to link in
with 2005 as the Year of the
Sea. Recent work and re-
search along the north-west
coast and Irish Sea will be
presented. Further informa-
tion will be included with the
next CBA North-West news-
letter.

News from CBA

CBA moved into new
premises last autumn; their
new address is: St Mary’s
House, 66 Bootham, York
YO30 7BZ. Tel: 01904
671417. Email: info@
britarch.ac.uk

Following a reorganisa-
tion  after Mike Heyworth’s
appointment as director, Gill
Chitty has been appointed as
the CBA’s new conservation
coordinator. Gill’s work in
the north-west will be known
to many of you; most recent-
ly she has been working on
the Regional Research Agen-
da. We congratulate Gill and
wish her well in her new
post.

CBA North-West Spring
Meeting and AGM Saturday
14 May 2005

This year’s spring meeting and AGM will be held
at Eccleston Village Hall just to the south of
Chester and will be hosted by the Chester
Archaeological Society. The day will be themed
around their excavations at Heronbridge, a multi-
period site nearby on the banks of the Dee.
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It is generally accepted that
there were three Roman
roads leading into Wigan.
These were traced and iden-
tified by nineteenth-century
antiquarians, notably the
Reverend Edmund Sibson
and W Thompson Watkin.
Both were keen to establish
Wigan as being Coccium, a
Roman station which ap-
pears in the 10th iter of the
third-century Antonine Itin-
erary, lying 20 Roman miles
from Ribchester and 17 from
Manchester.

Coccium

Wigan is not on a direct route
from Ribchester to Manches-
ter, so not surprisingly other
candidates for Coccium have
been claimed.  The nine-
teenth-century antiquarians
based their assumptions
about Wigan on the distanc-
es quoted, as well as Roman
artefacts and coins which
were constantly being found
in the Wigan area.

To complete the theory,
however, a Roman road from
Wigan to Manchester had to
be proven. Both Sibson and
Watkin were quite convinced
that there was a road and
wrote detailed accounts of its
line, which is more or less the
line shown on the 1849 1st

edition OS map. However,
little evidence for this road
has been seen in recent times.

Excavations in Wigan
town centre in 1982–4 re-
vealed evidence for Roman
occupation dating to the first
and second centuries, prov-
ing that Wigan had been a
settlement in the Roman pe-
riod.  However, for any
credence to be given to the
theory that Wigan is Coc-
cium, the road to Manchester

needs to be established. For
many years now the Wigan
Archaeological Society has
been investigating many ar-
eas in Wigan borough along
the line indicated by Sibson
and Watkin, including sites
in Tyldesley, Atherton and
Hindley Green.

Amberswood
Common

One of the more visibly rep-
resented sections of road on
the 1849  6” OS map shows
its line crossing Amber-
swood Common . Writing in
the mid-nineteenth century
Sibson describes the road
here as …
‘ ... still very visible …  In
many places it is fourteen
yards in breadth: the ridge
of the Road is broad and
round: the grass on the line
... is paler green; and, wher-
ever this ... is cut into, bright
gravel of the Road is found
in abundance’.

A railway embankment,
built soon after the account
was written, now cuts the line
in two. The land to the south-
east became the site of a
colliery and in the 1920s a
portion of it was opencast.
Our only hope, therefore,
rested on the north-west side
of the railway, but our chanc-
es of excavating here seemed
remote because it now lies in
Walmsley Park. However in
2003, along came Channel
4’s Big Dig project, which
gave us the incentive to ap-
proach the local council.
Realising that Time Team
were involved, they began to
show great enthusiasm for
the project.

We began surveying in
early summer and soon real-
ised that the line indicated on

the 1849 map went straight
through a large fishpond cre-
ated when the park was
landscaped in the late nine-
teenth century. However a
spur of land between this and
a housing development on
the edge of the park gave us
some room for encourage-
ment. As part of the Big Dig
schedule, test pits were duly
dug along the suspected line.
Our eventual appearance on
the Time Team programme
was particularly fraught as,
although short, it went out
live and was ‘helped’ by
local youths determined to
get in on the act in which
ever way they could.

Excavation

Our test pits (although not
the one shown on Time
Team) revealed that under
the topsoil there were depos-
its of orange gravelly clay
covering the suspected area,
with a possible ditch on the
south side.  This gave us
great encouragement to con-
tinue.

We first explored the
ditch, which turned out to be
Victorian and measured
about 2 m wide x 0.80 m
deep and had been deliber-
ately backfilled. However, to
our surprise, an area of cob-
bling appeared in the bottom
of the ditch but seemed much
older and unassociated with
it. The cobbles were quite
large and seemed to be act-
ing as a revetment for the
clay bank on the north side.
On closer inspection we re-
alised the Victorian ditch had
cut through a much older
ditch with which the cob-
bling seemed to be
associated. This older ditch
was marked by a dark depos-

it indicating it had been open
for some time and had been
allowed to fill naturally.

Was this part of the Ro-
man road? Only a larger
scale excavation would tell.
Fortunately for us the Coun-
cil were willing to let us use
their excavator to open up
larger trenches across the
suspected area.  Eventually,
we settled for one long
trench and two smaller
trenches running parallel at
roughly ten-metre intervals.
The resulting sections were
not entirely what we had ex-
pected. They did not reveal
a typical Roman road cross-
section, but in each trench a
bank of clay was exposed
which could be interpreted as
the remains of a road foun-
dation. It was particularly
prominent in Trench 1 where
an indicative camber could
be discerned. The bank
stretched for about eleven
metres or so before giving
way to a gravelly sand, the
general underlying natural in
this area.  We searched for a
defining ditch at the interface
without success, although a
shallow depression at this
point may be all that was left
of the feature.

Trenches 2 and 3 con-
firmed the presence of the
ancient ditch on the south
side of the clay bank but re-
stricted access prevented us
looking for the ditch on the
north side. Strangely the Vic-
torian ditch diverged to the
south away from the older
ditch before returning, indi-
cating that it was probably
not a re-cut, its position be-
ing just coincidental.

Conclusion

Although we did not discov-
er the typical cobbled surface
of a Roman road or the
‘bright gravel’ described by
Sibson, the bank and ditch
features are encouraging.
Amberswood Common is in

A Roman road, Time Team and excavations
by Wigan Archaeological Society
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an area of low-lying ground
and prone to flooding. The
Romans would have proba-
bly needed to build a
substantial bank to carry the
road across this potentially
swampy ground (the Com-
mon is located in
Ince-in-Makerfield whose
name probably derives from
the Roman word insula
meaning island). Future ac-
cess to the site has been
assured by the council and
priority will be given to in-
vestigating the extent and
nature of the cobbled sur-
face. The Society would like
to thank CBA North West for
its grant towards equipment
which included two gazebos
(very useful in the wet
weather) and also Wigan
Council Parks and Gardens
Department for their support.

Bill Aldridge
Wigan Archaeological

Society

CBA NW is able to
provide grants of up to
£100 to members or
affiliated groups to
assist with archaeo-
logical projects in the
region. For more
information please
contact the Honorary
Secretary.

National Archaeology
Week 2005
National Archaeology Days have been such
a success that CBA have decided to expand
the 2005 event into a week.

National Archaeology Week will run from
Saturday 16 July until Sunday 24 July. For
further information contact Jan Cox, CBA
marketing & events officer; email:
naw@britarch.ac.uk

Madash: a new society
celebrates its first birthday

project, led by the Universi-
ty of Manchester Archaeo-
logical Unit under site direc-
tor Simon Askew, attracted
local media attention, with
over three hundred volun-
teers from nearby schools
and the community working
on the month-long project.
Thanks to this success, inter-
est was roused in the
formation of a society. A
committee was elected and
the Society was formally
constituted in early 2004,
with committee and mem-
bership garnered mainly
from local and ex-local resi-
dents.

Although monies for the
major excavation come
through the council from
Heritage Lottery Fund, Eu-
ropean and other sources,
local businesses have been
pleased to support us, while
the university provided tools
on a reciprocal arrangement.

The Society quickly be-
gan recruitment and
fund-raising activities by
meetings with guest speak-
ers, seasonal fairs and other
small events. Although our
major excavation is held in
July/August, the Committee
made the decision to remain
in the public eye throughout
the year, and this has paid
off. As a community group,
we can also seek funding
from government and busi-
ness agencies. Whilst we are
new to this, we were sur-
prised at how much money
is there, just for the asking.

One year on, the Society
has over eighty members,
has its own bank account,
logo, t-shirts, newsletter and
website, and is one of the
largest local societies. Whilst
only two of our members
have any formal archaeolog-
ical training, all of our active
members and volunteers

Our society, Moston and Dis-
trict Archaeology and Social
History Society (Madash),
has recently celebrated its
first AGM.

Does the world really
need another amateur socie-
ty? Firstly, in these days of
developer-funded excava-
tions, often of short duration,
any group willing to under-
take long-term research
should be welcome. Second-
ly, and more importantly, we
are a local community group.
The Society’s members, and
the excavation, are specific
to our locality.

Whilst other groups often
have a good membership but
a small core of ‘diggers’,
excavating within a geo-
graphical area, ours operates
within a given locale, in our
case a suburb of Manchester.
This means we have an ac-
tive local membership, with
a volunteer base that, on our
annual dig, numbers in the
hundreds.

The Society was set up as
part of a Manchester City
Council-led regeneration in-
itiative in 2003 to excavate
the site of Moston Hall, a
timber-framed building re-
ported to have been built in
the sixteenth century. The

have gained excavation
skills, while the Committee
has learnt how to run a soci-
ety, deal with constitutional
and financial aspects, ar-
range events and apply for
external funding. For any
persons thinking of starting
their own groups, we can
only advise think it through
carefully, then go for it! It’s
not easy, but the rewards are
many. For further informa-
tion contact:

Peter Lange
0161 205 2553.

The Chester
amphitheatre
project

June 2005 will see Chester
City Council and English
Heritage begin their second
season of excavation at the
amphitheatre.

Building on the success of
the 2004 season, plans are
underway to ensure that the
local community will be kept
up-to-date with develop-
ments on the site. This will
be done by way of press cov-
erage, a newsletter, a website
with live webcam, site view-
ing areas and displays in the
neighbouring Chester Visitor
Centre. There will again be
opportunities for volunteers
and students to participate in
the project which runs until
September 2005.

As last year the excava-
tions will be co-directed by
Tony Wilmott on behalf of
English Heritage and Dan
Garner for Chester City
Council. The results of this
programme of assessment
and research will enable an
informed decision to be
made on the long-term future
of the site and Dee House.

For up to the minute in-
formation on the Chester
Amphitheatre Project visit
the website at:
 www.chesteramphitheatre.co.uk
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It’s all Phil Harding’s fault!
If he hadn’t made archaeol-
ogy so interesting and
exciting on Time Team I’d
never have become interest-
ed in the subject! But I’m
glad I did.

Having been inspired I
decided to have a go. I vol-
unteered for a dig in my area,
got accepted and had a great
day out — I even found
something of interest! But
the next morning my arthrit-
ic joints told me that being
part of a dig was not an ad-
visable thing to pursue. So
what to do? I needed to feed
this new addiction.

Through this august
newsletter I saw a news item
asking for volunteer Listed
Building Correspondents, so
I dropped York a line and
asked about what was in-
volved. The next thing I
knew, I was signed up and
waiting for my first assign-
ment.

Now, I knew nothing
about architecture or plan-
ning applications — and still
don’t! So that’s not a bar to
volunteering. It’s all down to
common sense. Really! A
typical assignment involves
receiving a bundle of plan-
ning papers — drawings,
outline proposals and so
forth — and studying what’s
being proposed. This is fol-
lowed up, with the owner’s
permission, by a site visit, the
most important and revealing
aspect.

All you need to do is look.
Picture the plans in your
mind, try and imagine the
changes. How does it impact
on the structure, the environ-
ment? Is it a valid
application? Make notes  –
they’re invaluable, sketch if
you’re an artist – I’m not but
I find a digital camera most

Alternative archaeology – the Listed
Building Correspondent

useful and this medium
makes it easy to import pic-
tures into your reports. Then
go away and write a short re-
port –  mine are usually about
four or five pages long with
photographs to give a better
impression of what you’re
trying to convey. I’ve turned
the CBA’s report forms into
a Word document to make
the process easier still. A site
visit will usually take a cou-
ple of hours and a further two
to write up.

You get excellent support
and feedback from York, in-
cluding advice on research,
reading suggestions, points
to cover and so on. And they
don’t overload you. Depend-
ing on your area you’ll
probably get, on average, no
more than one assignment a
month.

But what makes the whole
thing so rewarding is being
actively involved in trying to
ensure that local heritage is
preserved by providing good
and valid arguments as to
why a planning application
should or shouldn’t get the
go ahead. More importantly,
YOU get to wander around
some fantastic old properties
and discover some real gems.
You’ll see your area in a
completely different light,
discovering many new and
interesting aspects about the
buildings in your town.

The skills I’ve learned in
this branch of archaeology
have helped me to enjoy an-
other of my passions –
visiting battlefields. My
new-found skills have taught
me how to read the land-
scape, thus improving my
understanding of how and
why particular terrain and
tactics were used. It’s a great
life as a listed buildings cor-
respondent!

Tony Harratt
CBA NW member

For more informa-
tion about being
a Listed Building
Correspondent,
contact the CBA
(address on front
page) or email
tony.harratt@tiscali.co.uk

Regional Research
Framework for
Archaeology in the
North-West
The Regional Research
Framework for Archaeology
in the North-West, initiated
by English Heritage and the
Association of Local Gov-
ernment Archaeological
Officers, has been operating
as a full time project since
August 2003. It covers
Cheshire, Cumbria, Greater
Manchester, Merseyside and
Lancashire.

The framework is de-
signed to provide an
overview of current archae-
ological knowledge in the
north-west, identify where
the most significant gaps lie
and determine how they may
best be addressed. This is
being undertaken in three
stages: Resource Assess-
ment, Research Agenda and
Strategy.

In order to consult as wide
a range of knowledge and
opinion as possible the peri-
od chapters for the draft
Resource Assessment are
now available on the Re-
search Framework website
hosted by Liverpool Muse-
um at:
www.liverpoolmuseums.
org.uk/ARF

Please send comments
and suggestions to Mark
Brennand, project coordina-
tor. Email: mark.brennand@
cumbriacc.gov.uk. Full con-
tact details can be found on
the website.

New Finds Liaison
Officer for
Lancashire and
Cumbria
Since our last newsletter ap-
peared,  Faye Simpson has
left the region for a new post
in London. She has been re-
placed as the Finds Liaison
Officer for Lancashire and
Cumbria by Dot Bruns.

Originally from Germa-
ny, Dot studied British
archaeology at Oxford and is
currently completing a PhD
on the metalwork of the Late
Bronze Age and Early Iron
Age in Britain.

She can be contacted at:
Museum of Lancashire,
Stanley Street, Preston PR1
4YP. Tel: 01772 264061.
Email: dot.bruns@mus.
lancscc.gov.uk

The Finds Liaison Offic-
er for Cheshire, Greater
Manchester and Merseyside
is Nick Herepath, Liverpool
Museum, William Brown
Street, Liverpool L3 8EN.
Tel: 0151 478 4259. Email:
nick.herepath@liverpoolmuseums.
org.uk


