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CBA North-West Spring Reports 
Meeting and AGM at Euxton 
On 6 May 2006 almost seventy members of CBA NW and members of local 
societies gathered in the Community Centre at Euxton, near Chorley.  The 
themes of the day were Roman archaeology, and community involvement in 
archaeology.  

The first four talks were given by members of local societies in that have all 
been looking at Roman roads in their areas using old maps, geophysical 
survey and excavation.  

Bill Aldridge (Wigan Archaeological Society) provided an account of recent 
investigations in the Wigan area seeking to establish the lines of Roman 
Roads and to confirm the site of Roman Coccium.  Nineteenth-century 
Antiquaries Sibson and Watkin estimated that Coccium was the correct 
distance from Ribchester to be in the vicinity of Wigan on the Manchester – 
Ribchester road. 

Archaeological evidence of the 
Roman road has been found on 
the site of the former Royal 
Ordnance Factory near Chorley 
and in fields on the Wigan / 
Standish boundary, between 
which it most probably follows 
closely the line of the present 
A49. 

John Rabbitt (Ellesmere Park 
Residents Association) set out 
to rediscover the exact line of a 
Roman road that that was 
marked on the 1848 Ordnance 
Survey map. 

More modern maps did not 
show other features (railway 
line and footpaths) present on 
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the 1848 map. From these he 
identified that the road should 
run through a patch of land 
that had never been 
developed, known locally as 
the ‘Three Sisters’ as it bears 
the impression of three ponds 
that were formerly on the site. 

Although John had no 
previous archaeological 
experience, he succeeded in 
obtaining grants, running a 
dig to coincide with Time 
Team's Big Roman Dig 2005, 
involved the local community, 
including six schools and 
found the stretch of road that 
he was looking for. 

Dorothy Wareing (Darwen Archaeology Society) 
spoke about the Society's continuing investigation of 
stretches of the Manchester-Ribchester Roman 
road in Darwen.  Their 2004 dig revealed a stretch 
near Bent Farm.  In 2005, as part of Time Team's 
Big Roman Dig, they found a Roman surface that 
may prove to be more of the road, or the cobbled 
surface of a courtyard on Brocklehead Farm. 

As part of the on-site activities a test pit was added 
so that enthusiastic children could experience 
archaeology unearthing deliberately buried objects 
and in National Archaeology Week they organised a 
Romano-British kiln that fired pots made by school 
children and other visitors to the site. 

Jack Smith (Chorley) speculated about secondary 
Roman roads that might have existed in south 
Lancashire.  He has found evidence suggesting that 
one road ran from Wigan to Blackburn and another 
one ran from this to join the Manchester - 
Ribchester road, possibly with a minor road going 
north east towards the site of a Roman signal 
station at Mellor.  Jack suggested that the Romans 
may have used this road to exploit lead deposits at 
Clough near Anglezark. 

Lunch also allowed time to visit Euxton Parish 
Church.  Believed to have been first established as 
a chapel of Leyland Parish in the 12th or 13th 
century, the current church was constructed in the 
14th, but has a date stone of 1513 dating the first of 
several additional phases of building. 

 

The afternoon session was opened by Chris Healey 
of Oxford Archaeology North, who directed 
excavations of a Roman bath house at Wigan in 
2005.  Pottery associated with the site suggests a 
late first century early second century date while the 
hypocaust's last firing was dated to AD 140. 

Peter Connolley of the University of Manchester 
Archaeological Unit summed up the work that the 
Unit had been doing for the previous year.  In 
addition to looking at Roman sites (, the Unit has 
excavated industrial sites in Deansgate and 
Horwich.  Another focus has been on organising or 
assisting community archaeology projects from 
Northenden to Staleybridge and from Mellor to 
Oldham under the heading "Dig Manchester". 

The final speaker, Dan Garner, of Chester 
Archaeology and co-director of the Chester 
Amphitheatre Project, brought us up to date on the 
excavation at the Amphitheatre, an English Heritage 
Beacon Project. 

Professionals, volunteers, university students and 
schoolchildren excavated together in the 2005 
season.  Evaluation of recent work has suggested a 
new sequence for the construction of the two 
concentric walls.  

The 2006 season will look for evidence of Iron Age 
occupation of the site and at the evidence for 
Roman activity immediately outside the 
amphitheatre. 

Julia McLaughlin Cook 
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Jack Smith relates the known history of Euxton Parish Church. 
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A 19th Century Blacking Mill 
at Trencherfield, Wigan 

In March 2006, Oxford Archaeology North (OA 
North) was commissioned by Nuttall Construction 
Ltd to undertake an archaeological investigation of a 
former blacking mill in advance of the 
redevelopment of the Trencherfield Mill complex in 
Wigan.  The site, which lies some 0.5km to the 
south-west of Wigan town centre, was essentially 
rural land until 1823, when William Woods 
established the first of what was to become a large 
complex of steam-powered cotton spinning and 
weaving mills.  During the 1840s, a blacking mill 
was erected on the edge of the complex, replacing 
two smaller buildings of uncertain function (OA 
North 2006).  

The blacking mill is marked on the earliest 
Ordnance Survey mapping, published in 1849, 
which shows two rectangular buildings, each c 30m 
long, forming the northern and eastern sides of a 
courtyard.  Entries in trade directories for the mid-
1850s list John Hayes as a lamp-black 
manufacturer (e.g. Slater 1856, 1100), although the 
final documentary reference is provided by an entry 
for 1869 (Slater 1869, 812); by the mid-1880s the 
buildings were occupied by an iron and tin-plate 
worker (Porter 1885, 190). 

Excavation  

Initial evaluation trenching confirmed that well-
preserved buried remains of the blacking mill 
survived, meriting more detailed excavation.  An L-
shaped trench, 29m long and up to 17m wide, was 
placed across the northern building, which was 

entirely of brick construction.  It appeared to have 
been largely open-plan, although partitions were 
inserted subsequently during its occupation by the 
iron and tin-plate worker.  The interior floors were a 
haphazard mixture of timber, brick and sandstone 
flags, indicative of both impromptu repairs and more 
considered remodelling.  The excavation did not 
reveal any evidence for the internal mechanism of 
the mill, providing little indication of the processes 
that were undertaken within.  Nevertheless, the 
absence of any features that could be associated 

with motive power was notable, suggesting that any 
machinery had been operated manually. 

Conclusion 

Blacking mills are poorly represented in the 
archaeological record, although known examples in 
the Wigan area include those near Arley Hall and 
Adlington, both on the banks of the river Douglas, 
suggesting that they had been water-powered. 

Shaw (1984) considered blacking mills to have been 
intended primarily for the crushing of charcoal to a 
fine powder, which was used to dust moulds in an 
iron foundry to impart a good skin on castings.  
They were also used to manufacture lamp-black, 
which according to Rees (1819, 151-2) was: 

‘procured from pit-coal, or any kind of mineral or 
fossil coal…[by]…preserving the blackest particles 
of the smoke arising from [mineral coal] in ignition’. 

It seems logical that this system was utilised at 
Trencherfield blacking mill, taking advantage of 
Wigan’s rich coal resource. 

Ian Miller, Oxford Archaeology North 
�

View looking north across the excavated remains�
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Condate Roman Northwich 
Walking with the Romans 
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New approaches in 
Continuing Education 
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For further information contact the University of 
Liverpool Centre for Continuing Education: 

128 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool L69 3GR(opposite 
the Metropolitan Cathedral)  
Tel: 0151-794 6900 (9.00 am-5.00 pm)  
Email: conted@liverpool.ac.uk  
Web: www.liv.ac.uk/conted/��
 

 

Archaeology For All 
National Conference  

at the University of Manchester 
3 – 4 November 2006 

� What is Community Archaeology ? 
� What are the Challenges and opportunities ? 
� What makes archaeological projects special 

and unique to their community ? 
� Does archaeology for all have a future ? 

For further details contact the University of 
Manchester Field Archaeology Unit: 

www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/umfac 
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