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Editorial Change 
for Archaeology North West
For almost an amazing twenty years, Archaeology North West has been 
edited single-handed by Mike Nevell.  In that time it has become established 
as a major regional journal.  In recent years there have been a number of 
special issues: Edge of Empire, Brine in Britannia and Farmer to Factory 
Owner, which have highlighted important new directions of research.  It was 
appropriate, therefore, that the journal should be chosen by English Heritage 
and the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers as the 
vehicle for publishing the two volumes of the Archaeological Research 
Framework for the North West Region, which members have received over 
the last few months.  We all owe Mike a tremendous debt of gratitude for his 
pioneering work and the many thousands of hours he has given the Group.

Last year Mike, not unreasonably, decided that it was time to pass the task of 
editor to someone else.  We are fortunate to have obtained the services of 
Tom Saunders, lecturer in history at the Open University and based in 
Manchester, to take Mike's place.  Tom was elected to our committee at the 
last AGM and is now looking for contributions for his first issue, to be 
published in autumn 2008.

In consultation with Tom and Mike, your committee has taken the opportunity 
to use the change in editor to review the content of Archaeology North 
West. Recently there has also been some debate between CBA and the 
regional groups about what should be published in print and what could be 
published / recorded in electronic media. We now propose that ANW should 
include:

 Short interpretative articles, especially those which cut across 
geographical, administrative, disciplinary and professional / non-
professional boundaries and which contribute to the priorities outlined in 
the Regional Research Framework.

 New discoveries in the region that make a significant contribution to 
knowledge and understanding: these might be fieldwork, interpretative 
studies, chance finds (including metal-detector finds). 

 Guides / walks around sites and monuments of note in the region, 
especially lesser-known ones.

 Book reviews
 Letters and debates

These ideas, are of course, open to change, not least in response to 
feedback from you, our members.  Elsewhere in this issue Tom makes his 
own, first appeal for contributions. 
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CBA North West publishes two 
newsletters each year, in the 
spring and autumn.

Contributions are invited from 
Cheshire, Greater Manchester, 
Lancashire and Merseyside on 
all aspects of archaeology in the 
North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you 
feel would be of interest to 
members of CBA NW, please 
contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Carolyne Kershaw
39 Stalbridge Avenue
Liverpool L18 1HA
carolyne.kershaw@virgin.net

Please note that contributions 
may have to be edited.
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CBA North-West Spring 
Reports Meeting and 
AGM at Lancaster
The 2007 spring meeting was held in the library of
Lancaster’s Royal Grammar School, followed by a 
late afternoon tour of Roman Lancaster on Castle 
Hill guided by David Shotter.

Nateby – Neil Thompson (Wyre Archaeology 
Group)

Wyre Archaeology Group, a local society formed a 
little more than two years ago, have been carrying 
out landscape assessment and excavation in the 
vicinity of the village of Nateby, near Garstang.

The group have found earthworks and substantial 
timber structures (‘bog oaks’ deliberately placed to 
form squares) in the silt deposits left by several 
small lakes, now dried out and appearing as 
depressions in the landscape.  These seem to be 
evidence of late Neolithic and / or Bronze Age field 
systems and the supports for lake dwellings on 
platforms.

They have also identified features which are 
interpreted as the ‘banjo’-shaped earthworks 
associated with Iron Age farmsteads and evidence 
for a Roman road leading toward Fleetwood.

Barker House Farm – Jamie Quatermaine 
(Oxford Archaeology North)

The site of Barker House Farm was 
archaeologically investigated in advance of the 
extension of the Lancaster University campus.

Initial trial trenching found evidence for relatively 
modern field boundaries and post medieval pottery, 
except for one ditch feature, in which pottery was 
suspiciously absent.  This did include substantial 
amounts of charcoal that was carbon dated to AD

130–380.

The area was subjected to a magnetometry survey 
that further revealed that ditch and a ring ditch.  
Excavation uncovered a second ring ditch feature 
that the magnetometry survey had failed to identify.  
The first ring feature, marking the site of a round 
house, showed evidence for three building phases 
on the same spot.  Material in the ditch was carbon 
dated to AD 27–323.  A mere five sherds of Roman 
pottery suggests that the inhabitants, while living 
very close to a major Roman road, had very little 
economic contact with the Romans.  Material from 
the site of the second round house was also carbon 
dated to AD 180-378.

An offset hearth within the first round house 
provided an anomalous carbon date of AD 778-956.  
There was no evidence for a structure or any 
industrial activity associated with this feature.

The vaccaries of Blackburn Hundred – David 
Morris (Pendle Heritage Archaeology Group)

Vaccaries were medieval farms which specialised in 
rearing oxen, the ‘tractor factories’ of the medieval 
world.  Vaccaries were known to have existed in 
each of the four forests of the Blackburn area: 
Accrington, Pendle, Rossendale and Trawden.  
These produced oxen for use on the De Lacy
estates and for sale at market.  Two pieces of 
documentary evidence survive, accounting sheets 
indicating the number of stock and yearlings at each 
farm, but listed by farmer, not by farm.

Twenty years of research have now established 
landscape features by which a vaccary can be 
identified.  Each consists of two areas of higher 
(summer) and lower (winter) pasture.  Typically with 
an area of 60 – 70 acres for the lower and around 
100 cares for the higher.  A vaccary will generally, 
provided the topography is suitable, have a 
triangular form.  They are usually found in pairs with 
the farms close together (often called over- and 
nether-) at the lowland corners.  Another diagnostic 
feature are the access drove roads used for ‘taking 
off’ oxen.  These usually run along the upland 
boundary of the vaccary or along the boundary 
between the summer and winter pastures, and 
frequently survive in the landscape as public rights 
of way.

The De Lacy family were executed for treason in the 
1320s.  Their lands became royal property and the 
vaccaries went into decline.

Portable Antiquities in Lancashire and Cumbria 
– Dot Bruns (Finds Liaison Officer for 
Lancashire and Cumbria)

Dot Bruns provided an overview of her work, 
particularly work with the ‘Metal Detectorist 
community’, encouraging them to report finds, 
record the contexts and locations in which finds 
were located, and appropriate methods of cleaning 
and conservation.

She also advised on when and how to report finds.  
As she covers such a large area, email and digital 
photography can now be enlisted to make initial 
reports of finds electronically.

The Most unusual find reported was a Samurai 
breastplate found in Kendal.

Access to Archaeology in the Lake District 
National Park – Lisa Keys
(Lake District National Park Archaeologist)

The Lake District is popular with visitors who want 
to enjoy the beauty of its landscape.  However, they 
are generally less aware of the archaeology within 
the park.

Lisa Keys has prepared a series of leaflets to raise 
public awareness, a mobile exhibition on landscape 
history will tour the park and the Historic 
Environment Record will be made available via the 
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internet.  Educational resources will also be made 
available to schools for children at Key Stages 1 
and 2 ‘The Romans in the Lake District’ and for 
those at Key Stage 3 ‘The Impact of the Industrial 
Revolution on life in the Lake District’

The five leaflets will focus on: Prehistory, Industrial 
Archaeology, Life in Lakeland through the Ages, the 
West of the Lake District, the East of the Lake 
District, explaining how archaeologists have 
discovered what they know.  

A nineteenth-century flint glassworks in 
Manchester – Ian Miller
(Oxford Archaeology North)

Glassmaking began in Manchester in the reign of 
Charles I.  The use of charcoal for making glass 
was banned and the industry was forced to move to 
coal-producing areas.  At its height in 1872 the 
glass making industry in Manchester comprised 
over twenty glassworks.  By 1914 all had closed.  
The Percival & Vickers Co. Ltd. works was first 

converted to a paste paper processing, then in the 
1970s to aluminium smelting.  

Recently, in advance of redevelopment of the site, 
archaeologists from Oxford Archaeology North were 
able to examine the foundations of the characteristic 
cone shaped glass furnaces.  Excavations revealed 
that:

 At its height the glassworks was operating three 

furnaces;

 One of these included ten ‘ports’, apertures at 

which individual glass blowers would work;
 The third, later, furnace was of a different 

design, with a ‘double wall’ enclosing a 
passageway within the structure, and enclosing 
a smaller furnace than in the earlier structures, 
but with evidence for what could be described 
as an ‘air injection’ system.

This site has provided evidence for the evolution of 
glass-making in the nineteenth century.

Prescot, the Bard and Strange’s Theatre
One of the landmarks of London in the twenty-first 
century is the reconstruction of Shakespeare’s 
Globe Theatre.  But the North West also has links to 
the Tudor theatre, and the township of Prescot in 
Merseyside was home to the first purpose-built 
indoor theatre, built in the 1590s by a close 
associate of the Earls of Derby (the Stanleys).  One 
member of the Stanley family, Ferdinando Stanley, 

Lord Strange, was patron of the Elizabethan 
theatrical company ‘Strange’s Men’.  This company 
of players included Thomas Pope, Will Kempe and 
John Hemmings, who later formed the core of the 
Chamberlain's Men with Shakespeare at the Globe 
in London.  It is likely that William Shakespeare first 
encountered these players while in the service of 
Ferdinando Stanley at Knowsley Hall.  Some of 
Shakespeare’s earliest plays were performed either 
at Knowsley Hall or in Prescot.

The Shakespeare North project is seeking lottery 
funding to establish an arts centre in Prescot which 
would have at its heart be a full-size reproduction of 
Inigo Jones' 1629 Cockpit-in-Court.  This was one of 
the four main indoor Shakespearean theatres and 
has no full-size functioning replica.  Indeed, this will 
be the first Shakespearean court theatre ever to be 
reconstructed.  

The intended site of the theatre lies under part of 
Prescot town centre, close to St Mary’s Church 
(1610) and outside the area of Prescot that was 
redeveloped in the 1990s. 

This would be a unique reconstruction of an early 
indoor, an equivalent to the reconstructed Globe 
Theatre in the north-west of England, offering the 
opportunity to see Tudor and Restoration theatre in 
an authentic setting.

Further information and images can be found at the 
Shakespeare North project web site:www.knowsley 
dreamteam.org.uk/shakespearenorth

If you would like to express support for the project 
you can sign up as a friend of Shakespeare North.
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From Burgage Plots to Georgian Docks
Liverpool of course begins with 
the charter granted by King 
John in 1207 which established 
the borough of Liverpool as a 
Privileged Port.

This slim glossy volume is more 
than a revision of the 1982 
edition.  It extends the period 
covered from 1727 forward to 
1770.

A guide to the growth and 
changing townscape of 
Liverpool The Changing Face of 
Liverpool contains maps that 
illustrate Liverpool’s growth 
from a settlement of seven 
streets to a major port.

Reproductions of drawings and 
plans, and photographs add 
detail to the maps.  The location 
of buildings which have 
disappeared form Liverpool’s townscape are shown, including Liverpool Castle and the Civil War defences.  The 
locations of churches, mills, industrial sites and various other buildings are shown.  

It includes illustrations ranging from seventeenth-century drawings and plans to photographs of recent 
excavations.

Priced at £5.00 (+£1.00 postage and packing) the publication can be obtained from Merseyside Archaeological 
Society, 3 Calton Avenue, Liverpool L18 1EL.

Archaeological Walks in the North West:
A Call for Contributions

The region is full of sites and monuments of 
archaeological interest that are either little known 
about or rarely visited. It has therefore been 
proposed that Archaeology North West should 
include a new, regular feature aimed at promoting 
walks around our local heritage. 

Each piece, it is hoped, will offer a guided tour with 
descriptions, illustrations and maps of a series of 
sites which can be visited by the public.  So this is a 
call for suggestions and contributions from societies 
and individuals. 

If there are archaeological monuments in your locality 
which you think will form a good basis for a tour, 
please contact the new editor of ANW, who will be 
very happy to hear from you.

Tom Saunders 
42 Cuthbert Avenue, Levenshulme 
Manchester M19 3DG 
T:  0161 225 6264
E:  tom.saunders3@ntlworld.com

The Bridestones Megalithic Chambered Tomb
(near Timbersbrook, near Congleton)


