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This impressive memorial, dated to around 
AD 100 was discovered in Lancaster in 
November 2005 during an excavation in 
Aldcliffe Road by the the University of 
Manchester Archaeology Unit.  

As no burial remains were found in association 
with the stone, it is now being described as 
a memorial rather than a tombstone.   

The memorial, which is almost six feet high 
and weighs approximately 1500lbs, depicts 
a quartermaster or junior officer of the ala 
Augusta riding with the severed head of a 
barbarian enemy in his hand. 

Lancashire County Council and the Museums 
Service together with Lancaster City Council 
secured funding from the Museums, Libraries 
and Archives (MLA) Purchase Grant Fund, 
Haverfield Bequest (supporting research 
on Roman Britain), and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for its purchase and conser-
vation. 

Staff at the county council’s conservation 
studio in Preston have conserved the 
tombstone for permanent public display in 
Lancaster City Museum.  The museum is 
open Monday to Saturday from 10am to 
5pm and entry is free.   

Peter Iles and David Shotter are currently 
editing a book on Lancaster's roman 
cemeteries, which will include full reports 
on the work by the University of Manchester  
Archaeology Unit in 2005 (and by the old 
Lancaster University Archaeology Unit 
(now Oxford Archaeology North) a few 
years before, together with 'essays' on 
Roman Lancaster and on old reports of 
burials in the City.  This will be published 
jointly by Lancashire County Museum 
Service and the Centre for NW Regional 
Studies at Lancaster University.   

The book should be published in summer 
2009. 

Lancaster’s Roman Memorial now on display 
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Study Archaeology  
at home with the OU 

If you are interested in learning more 
about archaeology, the Open University 
now offers two short courses: 

 World Archaeology (A251) runs 
from September to February. This 
introduces a vast range of periods, 
places and cultures and is taught 
partly on line.  

 Archaeology, the science of  
investigation (SA188) is due to start 
in May 2009.  Though there are no 
classes, students will receive a 
home kit of finds to work on.  

These are both stand-alone courses 
and there are no exams.  

To find out more you could look at the 
website on www.open.ac.uk or phone 
the regional centre for the North West at 
0161 998 7272. 

Young Archaeologist of the Year Award 2008  
Lancaster Young Archaeologists’ Club was been selected as the 
2008 winner of the group category, with their entry linked to the branch 
project to care for the neglected remains of the Roman bathhouse in 
Lancaster and a related display in the Lancaster City Museum. 

Members of the branch are shown below the display about the project 
in Lancaster City Museum.  

New Finds Liaison Officer 
Vanessa Oakden is the new part time 
FLO in Greater Manchester, Merseyside 
and Cheshire, based in Liverpool and 
sharing the FLO role with Frances 
McIntosh.   

Vanessa will be visiting the Salt Museum in 
Northwich on the last Thursday of the 
month and the Grosvenor Museum, 
Chester on the second Friday of the 
month. 
Her email address is:  

vanessa.oakden@ 
liverpoolmuseums.org.uk  

CBA North West web site 
Members may have noticed that we 
have revised our website: 

 wwww.britarch.ac.uk/cbanw 

Not only does it now follow the clean 
graphic style of the national organisation, 
there are more pages.  This allows us to 
provide more information, and we hope 
it will allow you to find that information 
more easily.   

In particular, from our Notices pages 
you can now join our own regional 
discussion group.  This is intended as a 
forum where anybody can ask questions 
or post information about the region's 
archaeology.  Local societies can use it 
to advertise their meetings and activities 
to a wider public.  Go on, try it ! 

Though the autumn and winter 
months are usually quite quiet 
when it comes to reported finds, 
some field walkers and metal 
detectorists are very hardy. 

Amongst the few finds reported to 

Dot Boughton (FLO Cumbria and 
Lancashire) was a late Roman 
nummus. 

The coin, recorded as LANCUM-
75E981, is important because late 
Roman coins are much more rare 

in the north than in the south 
of England.   

Prof David Shotter identified 
this coin as a late Roman 
nummus of Claudius II dating 
from c. AD268 to 270 (IOVI 
VICTORI; RIC 53) 

Late Roman coin found in Garstang area 

CBA North West Autumn Meeting 2008 

The CBA NW 2008 Autumn meeting 
addressed the question: 

Roman North–West England: 
Hinterland or Indian Country ? 
The meeting, which was very well 
attended, considered whether the 
North West was a marginal area or 
economically developed during the 
Roman period.   

Speakers reviewed the material 
evidence for settlement, resource 
exploitation and industry and 
change during the Roman period. 

In this issue we have included a 
review of the meeting’s papers, 
as these will form the basis of a 
monograph issue of Archaeology 
North West. 
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At the time when Sambo died the 
name was not derogatory; it simply 
implied the person was of mixed 
ethnicity.  The grave, now a site of 
interest, is the burial plot of a young 
African slave or cabin boy, probably 
bought at auction by a sea captain or 
merchant.  

Sunderland Point is part of a small 
village near Overton in Lancashire 
and   was used as the unloading port 
for the city of Lancaster, the UK’s 
fourth largest port for slave trading. 
Ships transported rum, sugar, cotton 
and to a lesser degree slaves from 
the West Indies and North America.  
As Morecambe Bay and the River 
Lune became silted up it gradually 
fell into disuse, denying access to 
anything but smaller boats. 

 The cottages housed the pilots that 
guided the ships up river; their ar-
chitecture distinctly nautical with 
some interesting West Indian embel-
lishments. There was also a ware-
house and a bathhouse for washing 
down the slaves on arrival. 

Sambo’s grave is used by local 
schools to show pupils the role Britain 
played in serving the slave trade and 
is often visited and is  adorned with 

votive gifts and messages left by chil-
dren.  

There are different versions of 
Sambo’s demise.  It is not known 
how old he was or his length of service.  
One version is that he contracted a 
disease from Europeans to which he 
had no natural immunity.   Another is 
that he was the sole survivor of a 
shipwreck, who perished once he 
was washed ashore.  A romanticised 
version is that his master had to 
travel unexpectedly without him.  
Sambo couldn’t understand he would 
return, and so died of the cold or of a 
broken heart on the lonely shore 
around Sunderland.   

The grave lies in  unconsecrated 
ground in the corner of an isolated 
stone walled field on the west shore 
of the point.  

Even on a fine 
summer’s day the 
site has an air of 
loneliness.  It faces 
the windswept 
ruggedness of 
Morecambe Bay, 
leading out to the 
Fylde Estuary and 
the Irish Sea. 

It can be reached from a lane leading 
from the esplanade between the 
cottages.  It was initially unmarked, 
until a small wooden cross was 
placed there, bearing his nickname, 
as a sign for curious visitors.  

The popularity of the site grew along 
with the tales of how Sambo came to 
depart this earth.   

A retired headmaster form Lancaster, 
Reverend James Watson visited the 
grave and was deeply moved. He 
paid for a memorial stone and a 
plaque, from visitors donations, bearing 
the inscription below.  

The verse suggests a date for 
Sambo's death of around 1736, 
though another version of the story 
dates it at around 1720.  Repeatedly 
vandalised, the grave now bears a 
plea for respect.  It is thought that 
Sambo’s name was not recorded and 
Watson simply used the generic 
name given to many slaves at the 
time.  Cynics might like to note that 
Watson’s brother was directly involved 
with the slave trade.  The birds 
mentioned in the verse are still there.  
Redshank and Golden plover can be 
seen at the waters edge while Curlew 
and Lapwing are found in the salt 
marshes 

There are other slave graves to be 
found in Lancaster.  Once given 
freedom the slaves usually became 
baptised as Christians and took on 
the name of their master, making 
them harder to trace. 

Sambo’s Grave: An archaeological walk 

Here lies  
Poor Sambo 

A Faithful Negro 
who 

(Attending his master from the Weft Indies) 
DIED on his arrival at SUNDERLAND 

Full sixty years the angry Winter's wave 
Has thundering dashed this bleak and barren shore 
Since Sambo’s Head laid in this lonely grave 
Lies still and ne'er will hear their turmoil more  

Full many a sandbird chirps upon the sod 
And many a moonlight elfin round him trips 
Full many a summer's sunbeam warms the clod 
And many a teeming cloud upon him drips  

But still he sleeps-till the awakening sounds 
Of the Archangels Trump new life imparts 
Then the GREAT JUDGE his approbation founds 
Not on man's color but his worth of heart 
James Watson Scr. H. Bell. del 1796  
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CBA North-West publishes two newsletters each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, Greater Manchester, Lancashire and Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology in the North-West. 

To contribute please contact the newsletter editor, Carolyne Kershaw (carolyne.kershaw@virgin.net). 
Please note that contributions may have to be edited. 

Sunderland is only accessible via a 
narrow road that crosses a salt 
marsh and is cut off at high tide.  The 
road actually becomes submerged 
and it is only the traffic that clears 
away the silt.   

The hamlet is itself divided by the 
tide.  There are warnings and tide 
times at each end of the road for 
those visiting by car.  

From Overton it is a pleasant 
walk. Car parking is available on 
Main Street, along with the Ship 
I n n  i d e a l l y  p l a c e d  f o r 
‘refreshments’ afterwards.  There 
is a circular route starting at Overton 
Church, well worth a visit, which 
also takes the walker past a 
very old chapel on the way to 
Sunderland.  

The route is signposted and can be 
followed on an OS map of the area.  

The lane from the chapel leads to the 
beach and the edge of the marsh that 
can be muddy especially if there has 
been rain.   

Views from Sunderland back towards 
Lancaster are quite spectacular. 

To the left are the huge cooling towers 
of Heysham Power station to remind 
you that it is the 21st century. 

The route to Sambo’s Grave (see previous page) 

The latest volume of the Journal of 
the Merseyside Archaeological Society 
(MAS) is,  to borrow a phrase from 
sports journalism, a book of two 
halves:  the first half provides an 
updated overview of the archaeology 
of Merseyside to AD 1500; the 
second focuses on the period from 
1500 to 1750. 

MAS was formed following the local 
government reorganisation of 1974 
that created Merseyside, and the 
volume assesses what has been 
learned over the first 25 years of 
MAS. 

The volume begins with a regional 
paleoenvironmental overview, dealing 
both with the diversity and evolution 
of the environment since the last ice 
age and the evidence for human 
interaction with and effects on the 
environment. 

This is followed by sections reviewing 
what has been learned of Romano-
British Merseyside, Merseyside in the 
‘Dark Ages’ and medieval settlement. 

 

The 1500-1750 sections that follow 
concentrate on archaeological 
evidence of industry and trade. 

Though titled ‘Merseyside’, much of  
the content is regional, relating the 
archaeology in Merseyside to that in 
the Cheshire and Lancashire, and 
vice versa. 

For example the chapter on glass-
making looks at sites in Bickerstaff, 
Ormskirk and Denton, in addition to 
Prescot and St Helens. 

An overview of early industry across 
Merseyside, Cheshire and Lancashire 
by Christine Longworth indicates the 
wide range of sites and industries 
that have been identified.   

Clay pipe manufacture in the region 
is reviewed. Pipe manufacture in 
Rainford, Chester and Liverpool  
is assessed in detail and a new 
Merseyside clay pipe typology is 
described in detail with illustrations 

The sections also provides suggestions 
for further research, much of which 
would be regional in significance.    

Archaeology in Merseyside: the MAS Journal Volume 12 

Copies are £10 and are available 
from: 

Merseyside Archaeological Society 
3 Calton Avenue 
Liverpool 
L18 1EL 


