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This joint project between the University 
of Manchester Archaeology Department, 
Manchester Museum, the Whitworth 
Art Gallery, and the Ahmed Iqbal 
Ullah Race Relations Centre aims to 
investigate the material, architectural 
and social history of Whitworth Park. 
In this we have been greatly assisted by 
the support and encouragement of the 
Friends of Whitworth Park. Through 
archaeological survey and excavation we 
are investigating the remains of some of 
the historic features. We have begun to 
involve schools, community organisations 
and special interest groups in the project 
through workshops and open days. 

This summer we conducted preliminary 
survey work with students from the 
Archaeology Department at the University 
of Manchester and the Manchester 
Branch of the Young Archaeology Club. 
We surveyed the topography of the whole 
Park revealing an elevated area where 
Rusholme House once stood and where 
we hope to find remains of its foundations. 
There is also a raised area in the location 
of one of the early Park pavilions, and an 
artificial mound of unknown date in the 
northwest corner, which we suspect may 
have been formed by material excavated 
in the construction of the Park lake. 

An unexpected find was the discovery 
of parallel earthworks of unknown date 
in the southwest quadrant of the Park. It 
is possible that these relate to the use of 
the Park during the Second World War. 
We targeted the Western side of the Park 
for geophysical survey focusing on the 
area around the lake and its associated 
features. Although magnetometry proved 
very difficult in the Park environment, 
resistivity revealed that remnants of 
many of the historic Park features 
remain below ground. These include 

the lake, the lakeside pavilion, the 
meteorology station and rain gauge, and 
many of the earlier paths and garden 
features. Resistivity also picked up the 
parallel earthworks detected with the 
topographic survey.

Work by the City Council workforce 
provided an ideal opportunity for an 
impromptu watching brief. The trench 
sections revealed considerable depth 
of redeposited material before reaching 
what appeared to be natural boulder 
clay. The redeposited material was rich 
in artefacts including domestic pottery 
dating from the eighteenth to early 
twentieth centuries, clay pipes, glass 
vessels, brick and tiles, the occasional 
coin, and more personal items, such as 
a brooch.  

Finally, during the fieldwork we 
encountered many interested members 
of the public, some of whom have been 
residents in the area for many decades 
and have lots of interesting stories to 
tell about the Park. We intend to engage 
in systematic oral history research 
surrounding the Park beginning this 
winter and have started to gather a list 
of potential participants. Our popular 
open day in June focusing on the Park’s 
history also provided an opportunity for 
public engagement. 

For further information about the 
project please contact: Gurdeep Thiara, 
Curator of Community Engagement, 
Manchester Museum (email: gurdeep.
thiara@manchester.ac.uk; phone: 0161 
275 8768). We are also very keen to 
hear from members of the public who 
have memories of the Park they would 
like to share.

Melanie Giles and Siân Jones
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Whitworth Park Community 
Archaeology Project

During the nineteenth century, public parks 
came to occupy an important place in the 
social life of towns and cities across the 
British Isles, providing green spaces for 
recreation and leisure. But they are also 
sites of social interaction, encounter and 
exclusion, and they have long been seen 
as a means to address issues of class, taste, 
crime, social cohesion and public health. 
Whitworth Park is no exception and when 
it was opened in 1890 much was made of 
how it would counteract the imagined and 
actual malaises of inner city industrial life. 

Whitworth Park started out its life as 
a typical late Victorian park including 
features like a bandstand, a large boating 
lake (later to become a paddling pool), an 
observatory, various shelters, extensive 
formal flowerbeds, statues, and a covered 
walkway. Today, the basic layout of the 
original park is still evident, but many of 
the earlier features have disappeared and 
the Park now largely consists of lawns, 
woodland and areas of bulb planting. 



Community Archaeology At Stanley Bank 
St Helens 

Stanley Bank Community Archaeology 
Project has been investigating the heritage of 
the area since 2004 as part of a major HLF 
funded project. The project is supported by a 
wide partnership led by St Helens Council and 
including Merseyside Archaeology Society, 
Merseyside Industrial Heritage Society, 
Sankey Canal Restoration Society and St 
Helens History Society.  The archaeological 
excavations have been directed by Dr. Mark 
Adams of  National Museums Liverpool, 
Field Archaeology Unit. 

Stanley Bank developed as an industrial 
complex of metal working in the 1770s. The 
plentiful supply of local coal coupled with 
the transport network afforded by the Sankey 
Canal, provided the necessary conditions for 
Thomas Patten of Warrington to establish 
a copper works around 1772 known as the 
Warrington Company. This was superseded 
by the Stanley Smelting Company in 1785. 

The works included Copper House Row, 
accommodation for the workers and the 
nearby pub. Whilst the exact location 
of the Copper Works remains unknown, 
archaeological excavation revealed that 
the workers cottages were thoroughly 
dismantled. Archive evidence established 
that this occurred in 1905.  

The main interest has been Stanley Mill, the 
site of a water-powered iron-slitting mill 
dating from 1773, which was first excavated 
in 1982. Investigations over a number of 
seasons have greatly increased the knowledge 
of the site and located the infilled southern 
wheel pit and its tailrace, establishing that the 
mill had at least three overshot water wheels 
to power the rolling and slitting machinery 
and possibly the forge bellows. 

Scarring on the wheel pits indicates that the 
wheels were 16 feet in diameter. A deposit 

of highly heated brick possibly shows 
where the forge was located. This work 
has guided the current conservation and 
interpretation of the site. 

Rick Rogers, Countryside Development 
Officer, St Helens Council

“Archaeology in Our Community” 

On Saturday 8 May 2010 Tameside 
Archaeological Society hosted the annual 
CBA North West Spring Meeting and 
AGM in Stalybridge Civic Hall.  

Mike Nevell (University of Salford),  
has been working on the Tameside 
Archaeological Survey for the last twenty 
years.  The history of the borough extends 
from the three-thousand year-old Ashton 
Moss skull to felt hat-making in Denton 
and the Park Bridge iron works.  The 
survey has published a wide range of 
archaeological publications. Ron Cowell 
(National Museums Liverpool) described 
fieldwork carried out at a Mesolithic site 
at Iron Tongue near Stalybridge over two 
winter seasons by members of Tameside 
Archaeological Society. Finds on the site 
included microliths seven thousand years 
old and traces of hearths. The number and 
position of pits found suggest a pattern of 
repeat visits that might mean the site was 
more than just a seasonal hunting site.
Bryan Sitch spoke about past and future 
archaeological displays at Manchester 
Museum focussing on the recent temporary 
exhibition on Lindow Man and its wider 
significance to the regional community.   
He admitted that some aspects of the 
exhibition were controversial but thought 
that it had reached a wider audience than 
a more traditional display.  Some of the 
responses to the Lindow Man exhibition 
will be used in the planned redisplay of the 
archaeological galleries in order to make 
them more accessible to a wider public.  

During the lunch break, Alan Rose led 
a walk around the historic centre of 
Stalybridge. This was followed by the 

formal business of the AGM.                  

Brian Grimsditch (Tameside 
Archaeological Survey), spoke about the 
Tameside Graveyards Survey, which aims 
to produce a complete record of burials 
in Tameside. He outlined the aims of the 
survey, the methodology that it would use 
and the desired products, from electronic 
and paper records to new skills acquired by 
volunteer workers.  Members of Tameside 
Archaeological Society had completed 
a pilot study at St Lawrence’s church, 
Denton. Michael Higgins showed the 
progress of the archaeological excavations 
at Royton Hall over a couple of seasons.  
Marie Widger gave a presentation about 
the importance and value of archaeological 
activity to school children.  She described 
how she had scripted a day of re-enactment 
as Romano-British characters for school 
parties.   

Julia McLaughlin Cook

Discovering Wigan’s Past

While no longer on the major road network 
as in Roman times, Wigan offers solace 
to the persistent tourist who has travelled 
through the intricacies of Hindley and 
Ince to reach its pleasant centre and easy 
parking. Library Street is readily found, 
with a large sign displaying the vital word: 
Museum.

After a warm and friendly greeting, the 
visitor is free to browse. I started with the 
display on Pies – a clever introduction, 
drawing on genuine local culture, outside 
rumours about pie-eating local habits, 
and proper detail on recipes and customs. 
After your visit, you, too will be able to 
make jannock and the next time you find 
a foreign body in the pasty in your pub 
meal you’ll know whose turn it is to get 
the next round.

Societies, sport, borough and district 
identities are all well presented with a 
balance of artefacts and explanation. 
My two favourites were Music, where I 
encountered a double flageolet – though a 
specialist leaflet on the Rimmer Collection 
would not have gone amiss – and Our 
Champions (a much better caption than 
‘local worthies’). Joe Gormley was 
not unexpected, but it was good to find 
Heather Frederickson, current paralympic 
swimmer, James Hilton, author of one of 
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my favourite novels, and Margaret Park, 
representing the rights of pit-brow lasses 
to work when male colleagues tried to put 
them out. Perhaps this would be a place 
for a pointer to the Local Studies Library, 
which turned out to be the true identity of 
‘Discover’ with a symbolic magnifying 
glass, on the first floor. Here the historic 
building may be fully appreciated, and 
I was charmed to find two small children 
totally engrossed in their reading corner.

You’ll be wondering why I haven’t mentioned 
archaeology. The Romans, with some nice 
pots and illustration of the excavated Baths, 
do appear, but I felt more could be made 
of their industrial activities, rather than the 
clichéd military image. It was also slightly 
disorientating to find a bigger display, by 
the Wigan Archaeological Society, in the 
Changing Exhibition area, and to have the 
local Roman presence given as both 100 
and 250 years. Hopefully this area will be 
used in the future to present local geology 
and landscape, local buildings and more on 
Wigan between the fourth and eighteenth 
centuries. Any museum inevitably depends 
on the strengths of its collections, so local 
people may take this as a message to get out 
there and find and research more.

While I feel I have obtained a clearer idea of 
Wigan and its past, this would be enhanced 
by the image of an iconic artefact. In vain 
I listened through the background sound 
track for Pete, the lonely mongrel dog of 
Wigan fame! But for now, when you visit, 
you might compliment the local authority 
and encourage them to push ahead forthwith 
in funding the industrial section.

Helen Caffrey

The Old Dock Experience – Merseyside 
Maritime Museum

Liverpool’s fortunes were founded on 
the maritime trade, which began with the 
building of the world’s first commercial wet 
dock in 1715.  As part of the excavations for 
the new Liverpool 1 development, part of 
this dock wall has been exposed, and now 
forms the core of the Museum’s newest 
exhibition.

The tour starts at the Maritime Museum 
where we were met by the museum guides, 
who in the short stroll to the Old Dock gave 
us a potted history of the development of the 
port.  Once inside the dock, they explained 

the structure and construction techniques, 
and the relationship of the dock to the rest 
of the town.  In addition, there are plenty 
of information boards, maps, and timelines 
which are also helpful in understanding the 
site. 

The guides succeed well in getting across 
the importance of the dock in their very 
enjoyable and informative presentation. The 
tour concluded with a short video from the 
“Time Team” programme which dealt with 
the excavation process.  The hour came to an 
end all too soon, with barely enough time to 
look at all of the display boards and exhibits 
from the excavation.  

Whilst this exhibition will have a particular 
resonance for locals, it will be enjoyed by 
anyone with an interest in how this little 
island came to dominate maritime trade in 
the 18th & 19th centuries. This bedrock is 
our heritage! 

Public tours take place on Tuesdays, booking 
essential – 0151 478 4296

Joyce Hughes

Milnrow stones

The Milnrow stones were brought to the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme at National 
Museums Liverpool for identification in 
2009. The larger of the two stones (stone 
1) was originally found in 1986-87 when 
a partition wall was being knocked down 
during renovation work at Lowhouse Farm 
in Milnrow. The stone was set into the left 
side of an earlier doorway which had been 
plastered over during subsequent renovation 
work. The Littleborough Historical and 
Archaeological Society and the Greater 
Manchester Archaeology Unit (GMAU) 
were contacted by the owner and excavation 
was carried out by GMAU. Nothing 
significant was discovered beyond the date 
of the farm buildings, one of which carries 
a date of 164(?) on a lintel. The discovery 

of stone 1 was reported in the Rochdale 
Observer on 3 January 1987. However 
the finds remained largely unknown until 
brought to the PAS for identification. The 
details of the discovery of the smaller 
stone (stone 2) remain unclear. 

Stone 1 is recorded on the Portable 
Antiquities Database http://www.finds.
org.uk/database as LVPL-018000. It is 
sub-trapezoidal in plan and rectangular in 
cross-section. It is incomplete, the edges 
are worn and it is greyish white in colour. 
One face carries an inscription written in 
Latin lettering which is bordered on two 
sides.  Most of the left face of the stone has 
been cut away and the remains of mortar 
can be seen where it was subsequently 
built into the wall of the house. The right 
side of the stone is decorated with a boss. 
The script is known as Anglo-Saxon 
capitals and has been translated by Dr. 
Elisabeth Okasha as the following. : 

- sola [-] res [i] eis [-] beata olin q [-e]s 
avt [a- +]. 

This has been tentatively interpreted 
as ‘[-] alone [-] by/with these things [-] 
blessed Olin and [-] or [- +]’.

The stone has been dated to the Early 
Medieval period and is thought to 
be Anglo-Saxon. There are very few 
inscribed Anglo-Saxon stones from the 
area with the closest geographically 
being the ‘angel’ stone from Manchester 
cathedral (Okasha 1971, no 89, p 100), 
but this does not seem to be a very close 
parallel. 

Stone 2 is recorded on the Portable 
Antiquities Database as LVPL-01F601. 
It resembles a pointed oval when seen in 
plan and is carved in relief on both main 
faces. The main faces are ornamented 
with an identical form of a hammer-
head type of cross. Within the arms of 
the cross are tightly packed interlace 
formed by parallel strands. The stone can 
be dated to the Viking period. Due to the 
fragmented nature of the stone its exact 
function is unknown. It was possibly a 
small disc-headed grave marker, however 
equally could have been part of a taller 
monument.

It is uncertain whether or not the two 
stones were originally part of the same 
monument. Both however are of regional 
and national importance given the rarity 
of Early Medieval sculpture in the area.  
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More information about the stones can be 
found at http://www.finds.org.uk/database. 
For a fuller discussion and interpretation of 
the inscription and dating of the stones see 
Bailey, Oakden and Okasha (forthcoming 
2012).

Okasha, E., 1971.  Hand-list of Anglo-Saxon 
Non-runic Inscriptions (Cambridge)

Vanessa Oakden 

Insus, son of Vodullius, and many more

Readers may recall the discovery of Insus’ 
memorial stone and its subsequent triumphal 
move to Lancaster City Museum. It is now 
possible to learn more about the context of 
this stone amongst the numerous Roman 
burials which took place in Lancaster. 
Lancaster’s Roman Cemeteries, edited 
by Peter Iles and David Shotter, covers 
a decade of excavations within the city 
between 1995 and 2006, with a synthesis of 
earlier discoveries, including the possible 
mausoleum at Burrow Heights. The 
Lancaster fort and civil settlement provide 
the setting for the work on the cemeteries, 
whilst the final chapter carries a wide-
ranging discussion, all fully illustrated 
and accompanied by maps, plans and 
bibliography. 

However, I suspect many readers will do 
what I did: start in the middle with our friend 
Insus and the discussion of reiter tombstones. 
This particular form, found especially in 
Germany and Britain, shows the deceased 
Roman on horseback, triumphant over the 
miserable (and in this case decapitated) foe. 
The image therefore does more than record 
a soldier’s death, while the inscription takes 
us closer to the individual. We have a fair 
share of these distinctive memorials in the 
North West, and Iles and Shotter provide the 
details to track them down.

The book is available from Lancaster 
University Centre for North-West Regional 
Studies, ISBN 978-1-86220-233-7, at 
£18.95. 

Helen Caffrey

Continuing Education Courses at the 
School of Archaeology, Classics and 
Egyptology, University of Liverpool

Liverpool University has pioneered the 
study of the ancient world since 1881, and 

the School of Archaeology, Classics and 
Egyptology is now academic home to 
some 40 staff and over 400 students. 

As well as full 10-week courses, we 
provide shorter courses, such as the 
popular ‘Lecture Series’ which allow 
students to get a ‘taste’ of our programme. 
Students attending our classes can study 
a wide range of subjects that draw on 
the extensive expertise and research of 
individual members and groups within the 
School. We are continually working on an 
exciting programme of study, and current 
subjects that are available include:

Archaeological method and practice. We 
can help you to develop an archaeological 
eye in our photography course, learn that 
dead men do tell tales in our forensic 
anthropology course, or even get you 
involved in some hands-on experience in 
our archaeological excavation course.

Prehistoric Britain. You will discover that 
Britain had already been home to a wide 
range of flourishing societies before the 
Romans arrived on our shores. Magnificent 
Neolithic burial chambers and mysterious 
stone circles are only a few of the topics 
covered.

The Archaeology of the Americas. We 
are pleased to be able to teach you about 
these fascinating civilisations: from the 
Inca, Maya and Aztec of Latin America 
to the California Chumash and the Chaco 
Canyon communities.

Classical Mediterranean Civilisations. 
The archaeology of Aegean prehistory and 
Roman history from Augustus to Domitian 
feature this year. 

Egyptology. John Garstang (Professor 
of Egyptology at Liverpool 1907-1941) 
worked at various cemeteries in Upper 
Egypt and unearthed a wealth of objects 
from burials of all periods of Egyptian 
Civilisation. It is our great fortune to have 
access to many of the 40,000 objects in 
our Garstang Museum, and they form an 
important part of our teaching, giving you 
the unique opportunity to engage directly 
with the objects.

Ancient language and literature. The 
teaching of ancient languages is one of the 
oldest forms of extra-mural teaching in the 
university (classes in ancient Greek have 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBA NW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have 
to be edited.

been held annually since the 1890s!). We are 
proud to be able to offer courses in Egyptian 
Hieroglyphs, Latin and Greek. 

The School of Archaeology will be running 
three individual lecture series, Archaeology 
in the Americas, The Material Culture of 
Prehistoric Britain, and Holding Egypt: 
Ancient Egyptian Material Culture. All 
involve six independent two-hour sessions, 
exploring different themes each week. 

If you would like any information on 
Continuing Education courses at the School 
of Archaeology, Classics and Egyptology 
(SACE), or if you would like to make 
suggestions for courses that you would like 
to see provided, please contact: 

Dr Glenn Godenho
Email: ggodenho@liverpool.ac.uk


