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Parks & Gardens UK at the University 
of York, and the Association of Gardens 
Trusts, have praised LGT for mustering 
the funding and volunteer-power for the 
project. 

In keeping with the aims of the Parks 
and Gardens UK project, we are anxious 
to identify omissions, and expand 
the database by adding more recently 
created parks and gardens (including 
the best designs of the last 20 years). 
We are aware that the scope of the 1998 
list avoided many nineteenth-century 
villa gardens, and some Victorian and 
Edwardian institutional landscapes, 
seaside promenades, planned towns and 
smaller communities, and cemeteries. 

Most of Greater Manchester and 
Merseyside (apart from parts historically 
in Cheshire) are currently part of 
Lancashire Garden Trust’s remit, but the 
Trust needs more members, and funding, 
in these areas to progress enhancement 
of the patchy information available about 
parks and gardens. A similar study to the 
Bennis and Dyke report for Lancashire 
was carried out in Greater Manchester 

in 1994 by Dr Judith Roberts of the 
Centre for the Conservation of Historic 
Parks and Gardens at the University of 
York, with Edna Currie of the Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit, 
and listed around 300 sites in the ten 
districts, including those already on the 
English Heritage Register. The report 
provides a little more detail than the 
Lancashire volumes, and GMAU have 
subsequently thoroughly researched a 
handful of these sites. 

As far as we are aware, there is no 
similar study for Merseyside, and – 
besides the Register sites – assessment 
has only been done for around 50 parks 
and open spaces within Liverpool city.

Lancashire Gardens Trust would 
welcome new members, and research 
partners, in GMC and Merseyside and 
is pleased to supply further information 
about the project. Please contact:
Nigel Neil
nigelrjneil@googlemail.com
Tel: 01524 844 728
Tel: 07968 621 530
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The Historic Designed Landscapes in 
Lancashire (Phase 2) Project 

At the end of 2008, Steve Brereton,  
Lancashire County Council (LCC) 
Environment Directorate’s landscape 
advisor, initiated a project jointly with 
Lancashire Gardens Trust (LGT) and 
Manchester Metropolitan University 
(MMU) to collect data about the county’s 
parks and gardens, and to formulate 
policies and strategies for their continued 
existence and conservation. LGT have 
been promised up to five years of LCC’s 
active involvement with some funding. The 
project director is Ed Bennis of MMU’s 
School of Landscape.

The project is a belated follow-up to a 
three volume report, for the whole of the 
post-1974 county, compiled in 1998 from 
desk-based research alone by Ed and his 
former colleague John Dyke. By-passing 
the 24 well-researched sites already on the 
EH Register, they listed 117 ‘Category A, B, 
and C’ sites (category A = most important), 
173 ‘category D’ sites, and 211 more in a 
largely-unresearched appendix. The stated 
aim in 1998 was to identify sites to add to 
the Register, and eight sites were indeed 
added, but not the 30 ‘Category As’ that 
Bennis and Dyke had hoped. In contrast the 
new project embraces parks and gardens 
of all levels of significance and survival, 
but will devise transferable measures of 
significance. 

From November 2008 till March 2009 a 
team of ten volunteers visited 150 parks 
and gardens on the ground, ‘validated’ 
the information about them collected 
in 1998, gauged the garden’s present 
condition, public accessibility (or lack 
of it) or visibility from rights of way, and 
added comments about the most salient 
garden features that they could identify. 

Lancashire Gardens Trust meeting at Lytham in February 2010



In April 2009,  the Department of Continuing 
Education at Liverpool University, in 
conjunction with Merseyside Archaeological 
Society, ran a course on the techniques 
involved in surveying graveyards. The 
course was  based at All Saints Church, 
Childwall, and was attended by about a 
dozen people.  The course and the venue 
proved so interesting that the Society started 
a project last summer  to record the whole 
of the churchyard. This involved plotting 
every grave onto a plan, photographing every 
monument and recording the detail of each 
gravestone or memorial.  To date about 10% 
of the churchyard has been recorded and the 
details of about 250 18th and 19th-century 
graves and their 622 occupants entered onto 
a database which is retained at The Field 
Archaeology Unit at Liverpool Museum. 

We are now beginning to generate some 
statistics from the information gathered. 
Firstly, most monuments are 19th century 
despite being in the historic core, not 
very surprising but at least now based on 
evidence.  What looks interesting is that there 
seems to be a greater proportion of females 
commemorated in the later 19th century.  
Quite what this tells us we are not sure.  It 
could be that females made up a greater % 
of the population (one would need to look at 
parish registers to check that) and that there 
was a greater tendency to commemorate 
them later on.  Secondly, only one out of five 
inscriptions in the early 18th century relates 
to females, which could be a random pattern 
in the data or it could mean that women were 
less likely to be commemorated on 18th 
century memorials. This could be a real effect 
as it looks as if there’s a gradual change from 
the late 18th to mid 19th centuries, but we 
need more data to be sure. 

We would like to hear from anyone who has 
carried out a similar survey in the north-west. 

The project will continue in the Spring and 
if anybody is interested in helping with 
recording please get in touch. No prior 
experience is required.
Dave Roberts
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk 
Tel: 0151 427 2980

Opportunities for Study with the 
Centre for North-West Regional 
Studies at Lancaster University

CNWRS has a long association with 
Archaeology, not least in the form of 
our Annual Archaeology Forum, held 
on the first Saturday in March and now 
in its thirty-seventh year! The 2010 
Forum promises a wide-ranging set of 
presentations on recent archaeological 
research, with a chronological sweep 
from the prehistoric era to the twentieth 
century. Our latest publication, 
Lancaster’s Roman Cemeteries, edited 
by Peter Iles and David Shotter, will 
be launched at the start of the event.  

Anyone who would like to join our free 
mailing list is invited to contact me on 
the details below. We have a very well-
established programme of postgraduate 
courses in Lake District Studies: students 
study with us part-time for one, two or three 
years to gain a Certificate, Diploma or full 
MA respectively. Topics covered include 
the geology, human geography and ecology 
of the Lake District, and one module is 
devoted to studying the impact of tourism, 
development and related issues, with input 
from a range of outside speakers. Field 
trips are a very important, and popular, 
element of all the taught modules, and 
the Diploma and MA courses offer ample 
scope for supervised personal research. 

Classes for taught modules of the 
Certificate and Diploma are held on a 
Wednesday evening in blocks of ten weeks 
during the autumn and spring terms.  All 
students are able to access facilities such 
as a course website to keep in touch in 
between classes. People from all walks of 
life choose to enrol on the Lake District 
Studies courses.  We also attract recent 
graduates in history, geography and 
related subjects who wish to round out 
their first degree with an interdisciplinary 
programme of study, and those who simply 
have a love of the area. Whilst the courses 
are offered at post-graduate level we are 
very happy to consider applications from 

people who do not have a first degree 
(and those whose first degree is not in a 
related subject), especially where they can 
demonstrate an interest in the Lake District 
and a commitment to academic learning. 
The next offering of these courses will 
commence in October 2010, and informal 
enquiries are very welcome in advance 
of our Information Event in June 2010.
We are aware that commuting to the 
university campus is not possible for 
everyone, especially those who live at 
some distance from Lancaster, and we are 
currently in the process of putting together 
an online distance-learning course in Local 
History which we hope will be available 
for its first offering in January 2011. 
For further information please contact:
Dr Sam Riches
e-mail: sam.riches@lancaster.ac.uk. 
Tel: 01524 594841/593770.
Co-ordinator, Centre for North-West 
Regional Studies, Fylde College, Lancaster 
University, Lancaster LA1 4YF. 
Website http://www.lancs.ac.uk/users/
cnwrs/ 

YAC Lancaster update

On a dark windy January morning, Lisa 
Keys, co-leader of YAC Lancaster, and 
two brave club members were interviewed 
by BBC Radio Lancashire about their 
involvement with the Lancaster Roman 
bath house. 

Readers might remember that in 2008 
the club won Young Archaeologists of 
the Year, group award, for a project they 
completed on the archaeological finds dug 
up at the monument in the 1970s. The club 
informally adopted the monument back in 
2007 in order to ensure it was regularly 
cleaned of rubbish and to measure 
its decline. Their efforts were finally 
recognised by Lancaster City Council, 
owners of the monument, and contributed 
to the Council’s decision that increased 
maintenance regimes to the Bath House 
and the surrounding land should be 
undertaken to ensure that the property 
would be of an appropriate standard to 
feature as one of the city’s main historic 
attractions. Furthermore, a general fund 
revenue growth bid for funding will be 
included in the current budget process 
for an amount of £17,700 in 2010/11 and 
£2,000 per annum in subsequent years.

The radio interview was the icing on the 
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Surveying at All Saints Church, Childwall, 
Liverpool

Graveyard Survey at All Saints Church



cake for the group who want to maintain their 
relationship with the monument and help 
contribute to its future and understanding 
by the local and tourist community.
Lisa Keys

  
The 1996 Treasure Act

The 1996 Treasure Act states that all finders 
of gold and silver objects, and groups of 
coins from the same findspot, which are 
over 300 years old, have a legal obligation 
to report such items. The objects which 
qualify as treasure are:
•Any metallic object, other than a coin, 
provided that at least 10 per cent by weight 
of metal is precious metal (that is, gold or 
silver) and that it is at least 300 years old 
when found. 
• Any group of two or more metallic objects 
of any composition of prehistoric date. 
• All coins from the same find provided they 
are at least 300 years old when found (but 
if the coins contain less than 10 per cent of 
gold or silver there must be at least ten of 
them).

Recently amendments to the Treasure Act 
have been agreed and will become law 
shortly. The first amendment is widening 
the obligation to report Treasure to anyone 
who comes into possession of it. This has 
strengthened it by including a presumption, 
that if there is no evidence to the contrary, 
a find will be assumed to have been 
discovered after September 1997 and to 
come from England and Wales. This duty 
would tackle the loophole whereby there is 
currently no obligation to report an object 

to a coroner if the finder of the object sold it 
on by one means or another.

The government has also agreed to an 
amendment that requires the Secretary of 
State to appoint ‘designated officers’ to 
whom Treasure finds can be reported. In 
his published letter the Minister said: “The 
Secretary of State will be able to designate 
a designated officer, likely to be a Finds 
Liaison Officer, to whom the object may 
be reported, in addition to the Coroner for 
Treasure.”  In debate the Minister said: “..it 
is hoped that we will be able to designate 
finds liaison officers as designated officers 
to whom reports may be made. Such officers 
will then inform the Coroner for Treasure of 
the report”.

These changes will hopefully speed up the 
Treasure process, close the loophole which 
allowed treasure items not to be reported 
if sold on and create a more secure future 
for the PAS. The debate can be viewed at; 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/
pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91105-0002.
htm#09110555001966 
Vanessa Oakden

The CBANW Autumn Meeting or Once 
more unto the Beach.

Our last Autumn meeting was held at 
Lytham, on a suitably stormy day when the 
wind was gusting sufficiently cold to ensure 
bacon sandwiches were the first order of the 
day. This was the first meeting under the new 
Chair and Secretary, so as you can imagine, 
the shades of past Committee heads were 

forever at our shoulders. It was straight 
into setting up chairs, assisting with tea 
and coffee and all of the groundwork that 
goes into ensuring a hopefully smooth 
event. 

As our new Chair was unable to make it, 
due to teaching commitments, it fell to me 
to meet and greet, liaise with speakers on 
the day, making suitable subtle changes 
which hopefully were not noticed, and 
act as a cross between a compère and 
presenter. This I found both challenging 
and enjoyable. 

I always think there is a god for 
archaeologists, or at least some being 
taking an interest. However, the weather 
was atrocious in the early morning. As 
always, we had arranged a lunchtime 
stroll with the local society, in this case 
Lytham’s finest historical buffs, and 
were not looking forward to a drenching. 
However, just on cue, as we were gathering 
by the venue steps, the rain stopped and 
the sun shone for all the time it took to do 
the walks. 

The speakers, as always, were superb, 
the presentations enjoyable, lunches 
enjoyed by those who took them, and 
the facilities excellent. This time we 
were fortunate to meet a journalist from 
Radio Lancashire, who kindly gave us a 
mention during the day. Also, we were 
blessed with a higher number of members 
attending, which hopefully shows that 
we must be doing something right. We 
asked attendees to give their feedback, 
fully putting the Committee in the firing 
line, but thankfully, most comments were 
positive. 
Peter Lange

The new Pevsners are arriving!

The original county architectural guides, 
‘The Buildings of England’, were 
produced half a century ago by Nikolaus 
Pevsner. Now they are being revised, 
updated and expanded, but maintaining 
their distinctive and individual style. 
Although the editors have retained the 
old county boundaries, some have been 
subdivided to accommodate the extra 
material. Lancashire, for instance, is 
now in three parts: North Lancashire; 
Manchester and South East Lancashire; 
Liverpool and South West Lancashire. 
Among neighbouring counties, Cumbria 
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CBANW Autumn meeting at Lytham



is due out any day, Cheshire is a ‘work in 
progress’, while Gwynedd and the north 
part of West Riding are already available.

I recently attended a Day School at the 
Centre for North West Regional Studies at 
which two of the authors, Clare Hartwell and 
Matthew Hyde, talked about their approach 
and experiences. While Pevsner has always 
included contemporary buildings, these 
now come into the twenty-first century, with 
architects and artists duly credited. Where 
Pevsner had a great fondness for churches, 
these are comprehensively described, but far 
more is now said about domestic buildings, 
particularly lesser gentry and yeoman 
homes. Cottage industry or ‘industrial 
vernacular’, so characteristic of much of 
this area, is now recognised, with comment 
on this and domestic vernacular buildings 
informed by modern research.

Since I purchased my copies (£29.99 each) 
I’ve noted with pleasure the attention given 
to topographical detail, bridges, canals and 
small enclaves such as the Lancashire folds. 
Even better, I’ve come across some new 
places I have to visit. Wouldn’t you dash 
off to see a building which is ‘exuberant in 
striped red Ruabon brick and pale yellow 
terracotta, making it look like a friendly 
humbug’ (Manchester and South East 
Lancashire, p. 422), or ‘a cute little piece 
perched on pilotis on a grassy shore-line 
hummock’ (North Lancashire, p.295)? You 
can find out more about the series, including 
separate pocket city guides, at www.pevsner.
co.uk.
Helen Caffrey

An Early-medieval strap-distributor

While metal detecting near Northwich Rev. 
J. Buchan discovered a cast bronze strap-
distributor dating to the Early-Medieval 
period. It was reported to the Finds Liaison 
Officer, Vanessa Oakden, at the Salt 
Museum, Northwich and recorded for the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme database.

The object consists of a ring on which is 
a three spoked construction with a central 
circular setting. A raised circular stone of 
green glass sits within this setting. Each of 
the spokes terminates in a moulded animal 
head. The animal heads have pronounced 
hollowed out ears and a moulded snout. 
Attached to the ring are two zoomorphic 
clasps.

Each clasp consists of a bar of metal bent in 
two around the ring, the lower half of which 
is flat while the upper half is moulded. The 
clasps have an oval moulded mouth with 
an incised groove. On the upper surface 
of the clasps are small incised eyes which 
are quite worn and a ridge above which 
could be interpreted as eyebrows. A spiral 
decorates the upper surface of the clasp 
behind which are two raised ears. Four 
incised lines run the length of the upper 
surface from the spiral to the broken end 
and four horizontal lines run off these.

It is likely that a buckle attached to the 
third spoke as can be seen from the Cronk 
Moar burial example on the Isle of Man. 
(Bersu G and Wilson D 1966, ‘Three 
Viking Graves on the Isle of Man’, Soc 
Med Arch Monograph Series I, 72-5 fig 43. 
Spoked strap-distributors are common in 
Scandinavia during the Viking period. The 
glass in the centre of the object suggests 
that it can be linked with the Hiberno-
Scandinavians as such decoration was 
common in Ireland. A much closer parallel 
is provided by a find from Vastergotland, 
Sweden, op cit Pl CVIIIc. The object 
can be dated to the late 9th – early 10th 
century. The object is recorded on the PAS 
database: www.findsdatabase.org.uk as 
LVPL-C950D0.
Vanessa Oakden

Publication and Postage Costs - A note 
from your Chairman and Treasurer

As you are reading this you will already 
be aware of the good value you receive for 
your membership, and in particular in terms 
of publications. However we have come 
to a time when we can no longer afford 
to produce and distribute free of charge 
the more substantial publications. To 
remind you, these have recently included 
‘Surveys, Excavations and Burgage Plots’, 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBA NW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have 
to be edited.

‘From Farmer to Factory Owner’ and 
‘Brine in Britannia’. These books are an 
important way of recording permanently 
the archaeological activities of the North 
West.

Providing you are an up to date member 
for 2010/11 you will be able to collect 
your copy at the Spring Conference which 
follows a new publication. If you wish to 
receive your copy through the post, you can 
make an additional  payment of   £3 to your 
NW CBA membership renewal fee of £5 
which is due on the 1st April 2010. National 
members should forward the postage cost of 
£3 and your book will be sent out by return 
post. Our next publication will be  Roman 
North West England: Hinterland or ‘Indian 
Country’?  Archaeology North West, New 
Series Volume 2. The bi-annual newsletter 
will continue to be sent out free of charge.
Helen Caffrey   (Chairman)       Dot Waring 
(Treasurer)   

Early-medieval strap-distributor from 
Northwich


