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A purely desk-based report was compiled 
in 1998 by Ed Bennis and MMU colleague 
John Dyke, as part of English Heritage’s 
country-wide desk-based ‘Register 
Review’. Although ten Lancashire sites 
have been added to the 25 that were on 
the EH Register in 1998, data on 290 
more - graded by Bennis and Dyke into 
Categories “A to D” - and a further 
211 “Appendix” sites, had lain unused. 
LGT estimate that there are at least 200 
omissions (for example - the majority of 
post-First World War parks), so the data 
was unreliable for development control 
purposes. 

LGT recruited and trained a team of 
volunteers (currently 15 – there is plenty 
of room for more !), who have so far 
input nearly 4000 person-hours, visiting 
all the Bennis and Dyke Category A to D 
sites, completing pro-forma records for 
each, taking photographs, and consulting 
archive maps and written sources. The 
principal aims have been to:

enhance the database of HDLs (including •	
recent sites, planned communities, and 
other classes)
validate by site visits•	
make information widely accessible, •	

through the Parks and Gardens 
UK website, Lancashire Historic 
Environment Record, and Lancashire 
Environmental Records Network 
(LERN)
devise and implement methodologies •	
for characterisation and ‘measurement 
of significance’ of HDLs
compile Local Lists, for use by LAs •	
and UAs, and test these through public 
consultation (around 50% of LAs in 
England have buildings Local Lists, 
but only North Tyneside and Croydon 
currently include HDLs).
prepare guidance for the conservation •	
and enhancement of HDLs (vide 
Scottish Borders Council).
select themes and raise additional •	
funding for more research, and to 
enhance public engagement.

In the process of devising a methodology 
for categorisation and measuring 
significance, LGT consulted widely, 
including other CGTs, EH, Historic 
Scotland, and the Northern Irish and 
Eire environment directorates. First, 
we “pigeon hole” by Urban / Rural / 
“Landscape of Memory” (cemeteries, 
war memorials) / Industrial + 
Institutional, and then sub-group if 
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The Historic Designed Landscapes 
in Lancashire project: taking a fresh 
approach to parks and gardens

In April 2011, I gave a paper about parks 
and gardens in Lancashire at the Institute 
for Archaeologists’ annual conference 
in Reading, within a session entitled 
Understanding and Protection: the 
application of Significance in the Historic 
Environment, and I am going to give a paper 
on the same topic at CBA NW and North’s 
joint conference in Kendal in October. In 
a nutshell “Significance” is about defining 
what we value in the historic environment, 
and why. In Lancashire, the County Council 
have long been concerned that the English 
Heritage criteria for adding sites to the 
Register of parks and gardens of special 
historic interest were neither sufficiently 
transparent, nor suited to the development 
of Local Lists of parks of regional and local 
importance for the 14 district and unitary 
authorities that now exist in the post-1974 
county.

In the Spring 2010 CBA News NW, I 
introduced you to Lancashire Gardens Trust 
(LGT), one of 35 County Gardens Trusts 
in England, affiliated to the Association of 
Gardens Trusts. You may remember that in 
2008, only a year after it was formed, LGT 
entered into a partnership with Lancashire 
County Council (LCC), and Manchester 
Metropolitan University (MMU) to run a 
5-year Historic Designed Landscapes in 
Lancashire project. Although continuous 
funding has inevitably been an issue, LCC 
agreed in early 2011 to provide £20,000 
to complete the project. The North-
West branch of the Landscape Institute 
has donated £2,000, and we are seeking 
Heritage Lottery and other funding for 
spin-off projects, and especially public 
engagement work.

Wyresdale Park: Photo by Gill Crook



necessary by principal date range. The aim is to 
compare like-with-like, as in EH’s successful 
Monuments Protection Programme (MPP). 
Specific datasets can be extracted (e.g. works 
by Victorian / Edwardian landscape designer 
T. H. Mawson).

The next step, à la MPP, is to assign a score of 
1, 2, or 3 in response to each of (currently) 13 
questions, and sum the scores. The questions 
have been selected from around 30 used 
by EH, Historic Scotland, CADW, and the 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency for 
their Registers and equivalents:

Completeness.•	
Archaeological interest and importance.•	
Architectural interest of buildings and •	
structures.
Representativeness of a particular style; •	
work of a known designer.
Association with significant persons•	  or 
historical events.
Rarity.•	
Group or setting value.•	
Contribution to local landscape character.•	
Nature conservation / scientific / geological •	
interest.
Horticultural / arboricultural / silvicultural •	
interest and importance.
Amenity value.•	
Documentation.•	

LGT are considering whether to use “Extent 
to which site is At Risk”, as a multiplier, 
scores to some or all questions thus being 
increased for vulnerable sites.

Use of the system is still in its early stages. 
The project and methodology have been 
greeted with enthusiasm from many quarters, 
and we welcome comments about how to 
refine it. Thanks are due to Paul Stamper and 
Gareth Wilson (EH), Christopher Dingwall 
and Peter McGowan Associates (re. Scottish 
Borders), and Belinda Jupp (re. Northern 
Ireland and Eire) for advice.

Nigel Neil

Upper Garden at Quarry Bank Mill, Styal

Following a successful HL funded excavation 
at Dunham Massey in 2010 the National 
Trust invited South Manchester Archaeology 
Research Team to join them again and help 
organise and take part in an excavation on 
the newly acquired Upper Garden at Quarry 
Bank Mill, Styal, Cheshire. This garden was 
the main kitchen garden for the Greg family 
who owned the mill at Styal and was in 
existence by1795. It was acquired at the end 

of 2010 and the National Trust is currently 
assessing its historical significance and 
future potential.

There exists within the garden a standing 
range of cast iron greenhouses that may be 
very early indeed, dating from at least the 
first decades of the 19th century. Members 
of S.M.A.R.T. have been researching 
the history and development of these 
buildings. The research showed that the 
earliest structures on the site were a series 
of hot beds and heated brick-lined pits for 
the growing of melons and pineapples. 
These fruits were difficult and expensive 
to grow and we know from the archive 
that in the early 1800s more money was 
spent on heating in the kitchen garden 
than the family house. Unfortunately, 
these very early structures do not survive 
above ground. However maps did show 
where they were likely to be and ground 
disturbance and photographs of the 
demolition in the 1960s also gave a very 
good indication of the possible locations.

As part of the CBA sponsored National 
Archaeology Fortnight the National 
Trust invited S.M.A.R.T. to take part in 
an evaluation excavation looking for the 
melon/pine pits. S.M.A.R.T. worked with 
the National Trust and a team from Oxford 
Archaeology North who were contracted 
by the National Trust to provide training 
and manage the overall project.

The main footprint of a building or brick 
lined pit was discovered along with other 
unanticipated walls. The main pit was over 
a metre and a half deep with plastered walls 
suggesting that it was quite an elaborate 
structure possibly a melon or pineapple 
house. The pit was filled with demolition 
debris so within the limited time it was not 
possible to fully excavate the building but 
there were some very interesting garden- 
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related finds including a bone plant label. 

The event proved very popular and the 
property staff received a great deal of 
positive feedback from visitors. Many people 
came on repeat visits over the eight days to 
watch the progress of the excavation. The 
excavation established the location and the 
degree of survival of an important structure 
within the kitchen garden linking the archive 
material with the physical remains. 

The garden will be open to the public 
throughout the process of restoration though 
the form of that restoration has yet to be 
decided. It is hoped that S.M.A.R.T. will 
continue to be involved with any further 
archaeological work in the garden.

Carolanne King

CBA NW Spring Meeting

Our spring conference and Annual General 
Meeting was held this year on the 7th May 
at Wharton Library on the outskirts of 
Winsford. Around eighty people attended 
with the theme of the conference being ‘The 
Hillforts of Cheshire’. 

Dan Garner, the lead archaeologist on the 
Habitats and Hillforts project, is carrying 
out new research and re-examining 
previous work on five hillforts, Helsby, 
Woodhouse, Eddisbury, Kelsborrow, 
Beeston and Maiden Castle, which occupy 
Cheshire’s Sandstone Ridge. As these are 
scheduled monuments new excavation on 
the sites is very limited but by applying 
modern techniques to the re-excavation of 
old trenches, re-examining the old records 
and using scientific processes unavailable 
to previous excavators, the project is well 
on the way to developing a solid chronology 
for the earthworks. Evidence also suggests 
that at different times different hillforts may 
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have served different purposes. 

The next speaker was David Mathews with 
a talk intriguingly titled ‘Drink the view: 
Sense the tribe’. David considered the issue 
of defining tribal areas in the Iron Age and 
what light the location of hillforts can shed 
on this complex problem. David’s talk 
looked at the difficulties in using traditional 
sources to map these boundaries. He 
suggested an ingenious yet straightforward 
way of looking for tribal boundaries. The 
theory of Intervisibility is that a visual link 
between hillforts is an indicator of some form 
of relationship and will perhaps engender a 
feeling of kinship and shared values which 
are at the heart of tribal societies. Using 
computer programmes which remove 
obstructions, a number of intervisibility 
maps of  the northern and mid-Marches 
have been produced. These maps paint a 
convincing picture for a pre-Roman tribal 
area covering north east Wales, the Wirral, 
the majority of Cheshire and possibly 
parts of Merseyside and another covering 
Shropshire and parts of Powys. 

Fiona Gale, the Denbighshire County 
Archaeologist, talked about the Heather and 
Hillforts Project which is concerned with 
conserving and maintaining the heritage 
and heather moorland of six hillforts in 
the Clwydian range. Fiona looked at the 
opportunities and problems involved in 
managing ancient upland monuments. She 
explained how funding from the project has 
allowed trial excavations to be carried out  
on possible archaeological sites on the route 
of or close to foot paths. In one instance a 
Bronze Age cairn had been discovered. Re- 
routing will save further erosion.

Dr Rob Philpott,  head of field archaeology 
at the Museum of Liverpool talked about 
the excavations he undertook at Irby, on the 
Wirral, between 1987 and 1996. At 60 metres 
above sea level, Irby is one of a growing 
number of rural Iron Age settlements that 
are coming to light across our region. Like 
many of the hillforts a lot of these sites 
including Irby have revealed evidence of 
occupation in the Bronze Age but unlike 
the hillforts Irby and others show that they 
were also occupied in the Roman Period. 
Sites such as Irby are often only discovered 
by chance or as the result of excavating a 
later period site which proves to be on top 
of an earlier Iron Age settlement. It will be 
very interesting to see if future work can 
shed light on the relationship between the 

two.

Gary Coupe talked about Burton Point, 
a Promontory Fort on the Wirral side 
of the Dee Estuary. At Burton Point the 
earthworks consist of a single stone and 
turf rampart with a ditch which form an 
arc about 60 metres in length that isolates 
the tip of the headland. Originally the site 
would have jutted out into the river itself 
but excavation of a new channel in the 18th 
century means that the extensively eroded 
site is now inland. Through a series of maps 
and historical documents Gary traced the 
recent history of the site over the last 300 
years including the mystery of a number of 
skeletons found when a causeway was being 
repaired in 1878. 

The final event of the day was a field trip 
to Eddisbury hillfort with a guided tour of 
the site led by Dan Garner where we heard 
about some of the work carried out there and 
enjoyed the superb views over the Cheshire 
Plain.

John Roberts

New Community Archaeology Post at 
National Museums Liverpool

Samantha Rowe is the newly appointed 
Community Archaeology Trainee for 
National Museums Liverpool. This 
post is one of a number of Community 
Archaeology Training Placements run by 
the CBA and is funded through a Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant. Samantha is an 
archaeology graduate from the University 
of York and has worked on a number of 
archaeological research projects across the 
country as a volunteer. Since graduating she 
has worked as a commercial archaeologist 
and on two historic mapping projects based 
in North Wales and Greater Manchester to 
complement their Historic Environment 
Records. Over the coming year she will be 
working with community groups on a range 
of  projects across the Merseyside region, 
giving local people hands-on archaeological 
experience. Samantha will be learning how 
to manage and organise community projects 
and through working with local people and 
professionals will help to make archaeology 
fun and accessible to the public and to  
amateur archaeologists in the North West. 
Contact:sam.rowe@liverpoolmuseums.org.
uk
Tel: 0151 4784560

Festival of British  Archaeology: visit to 
a Community Dig 

Saturday 23rd July was an ideal sunny day 
for an outing and I set off from the most 
easterly part of our region towards the 
most westerly. It would have been helpful 
if the notice in the Events Guide had 
given the address as Bidston, not Prenton, 
but once located, the picnic site and 
menagerie formed an attractive context 
for a community dig. Plenty of young 
visitors were taking an interest. Wirral and 
North Wales Field Archaeology provided 
straightforward written information at 
the three areas under investigation, and 
pictures of the finds so far, while one 
of the diggers was happy to explain the 
project and answer questions. This filled 
in some of the gaps, as at that stage there 
were only a few features visible. 

However, the unexpected was already 
appearing! As walls of the nineteenth-
century farm were plotted, a prehistoric 
flint had surfaced as well as some of the 
hoped-for seventeenth-century pottery. 
This fitted local hearsay that there had 
been post-Civil War squatting and 
subsequent occupation of the abandoned 
estate. Digging time is currently limited 
by the maternal activity of the porcine 
resident, but a taster excavation session 
was planned, and it was clear that 
potential members would be given a 
warm welcome.

Helen Caffrey
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Eddisbury Hillfort: Merrick’s Hill 
enclosure



The Milestone Society

The Milestone Society, a registered charity, 
was established by a group of enthusiasts 
in 2001 and now has around 500 members; 
our aim is to ‘identify, record, research, 
conserve and interpret for public benefit 
the milestones and other waymarkers of the 
British Isles’.

The Romans set up milestones on their 
military roads in the first century AD, 
marking every thousandth double-step with 
a cylindrical stone; 117 still survive in the 
UK, many in museums. After Roman times, 
there was no systematic highway network 
in the UK until the 1700s. It was easy to 
become lost on the moors and hills, so the 
Justices were ordered to erect guide-posts 
(‘stoops’) where tracks crossed.

Travel by road was slow and difficult so 
Turnpike Trusts were set up, by Acts of 
Parliament, from 1706 to the 1840s. Groups 
of local worthies raised money to repair or 
build stretches of road and charged users 
tolls to pay for it – just like the M6 Toll 
today. Milestones were made compulsory 
on the turnpikes, to inform travellers of 
direction and distances, to help coaches keep 
to schedule and for charging for changes of 
horses at the coaching inns. 

‘Milestone’ is a generic term and includes 
mileposts made of cast iron. Around 9000 
such waymarkers survive in the UK today; 
most were removed or defaced in World 
War ll to baffle potential German invaders 
and not all were replaced; many have been 
demolished as roads have been widened 
or have been victims of vehicle collision 
damage, casual neglect or have been 
smashed by hedge-cutters and flails. 

The society’s first task was to produce a 
survey of the remaining milestones and 
their condition; this has been substantially 
accomplished during our first ten years. 
Milestones by the roadside are owned by 
the Highways authorities, guide posts are 
often on private land. We have produced a 
set of guidance notes on conservation and 
restoration to encourage restoration, often 
by parishes as well as local authorities. Each 
district has its distinctive characteristics, 
using local materials to good effect. There is 
funding available for conservation activities; 
it doesn’t need to come out of the budget for 
repairing potholes! 
 

We provide informative publications for 
our members and we spread the word by 
giving talks and holding local events; we 
are always pleased to welcome visitors. 
Our Spring Meeting in 2012 will be held 
at Burton-in-Kendal and the programme 
includes an authentic magic lantern show.  
We’re developing a range of heritage 
walks to involve rambling groups and 
local history societies and these can be 
found on our website. You can enjoy an 
interesting stroll from your armchair!  
Other suggestions for walks or cycle rides 
would be greatly appreciated…

The website also contains a link to our 
fantastic Repository, where you can find 
details of all recorded milestones, shown 
on Google Earth mapping. You can see 
exactly what is on your roadside! We 
welcome photographs from anyone – and 
always need more watchers around the 
country, observing and reporting stolen or 
damaged milestones, as well as enjoying 
discovering the great diversity of local 
styles. www.milestonesociety.co.uk

Jan Scrine

Autumn 2011 Conference: Unravelling 
the Archaeology and Historic 
Environment of the North and North 
West 

Our autumn meeting will take place in 
Kendal on 29 October (a week earlier than 
usual to avoid bonfires and fireworks). 
As you’ll see on the enclosed programme 
and booking form, we’re going to cover a 
wide range of topics, periods and places. 
Instead of a site visit, there is extra time 
in the middle of the day when our two 
Finds Liaison Officers will be present, 
with a selection of finds on display. Please 
note, though, that this is not the occasion 
to bring items for identification. Our 
venue is the Kirkland Hall, next to Kendal 
Parish Church and beside the river: a very 
attractive location. See you there!

Helen Caffrey

Grand Sale of Publications 

Following the success of our Roman 
publication, launched earlier this year, we 
are holding a grand sale of remaindered 
titles, listed below: 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBA NW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have 
to be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions 
expressed by contributors to this Newsletter 
are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of CBANW.

From Farmer to Factory Owner, edited by 
Mike Nevell, 2003 (industrial archaeology) 
£3.
An Archaeological Research Framework for 
North West England, Vol 1., edited by Mark 
Brennand, 2006 (the essential survey, from 
prehistoric to modern) £5.
As above, Vol 2. (interpretation and plans 
for the future) £5; £8 for the pair.
Surveys, Excavation and Burgage Plots, 
edited by Tom Saunders, 2009 (medieval) 
£5.

Incidentally, if you have not yet collected 
your copy of Roman North West England, 
either ask for it on 29 October, or send in the 
£3.00 p and p and it will be posted to you.

Helen Caffrey


