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important updates in between meetings.
We are also going to produce the 
Newsletter, from Autumn 2011, in 
electronic format. There are many 
good reasons for doing this, both green 
and economic, (and  including colour 
pictures), and you may well belong 
to other societies which have already 
taken this route. But this does not mean 
that the paper version will disappear. If 
you prefer hard copy through the post, 
then we will continue to send it. It is up 
to you to let us know your preference.

Membership

We have also been looking very carefully 
at our finances, with regard to the next 
few years. Core funding to the whole 
CBA organisation is being significantly 
reduced, and while I’m sure you’ll agree 
that £5 has been exceptionally good 
value, this is no longer realistic. We hope 
that reduction on printing and postage 
costs (which of course continue to rise) 
will enable us to maintain the cost of 
meetings at the present level and continue 
to support campaigning and promotion of 

archaeology in the community, as we do 
at present.

To achieve this, we propose increasing 
regional membership from the current 
£5 to £7. (If you are a national member 
this will not affect you directly). 
The average regional CBA group 
subscription is now £8 -10, and we 
reckon the North West is among the 
best! We will be bringing the new 
subscription rate to the AGM on May 
7th, and there will be more information 
with your membership renewal. 

Helen Caffrey

Elizabeth Gaskell’s House.

On a cool but not too rainy Saturday 
in January, Greater Manchester 
Archaeology Unit led by County 
Archaeologist Norman Redhead and 
Brian Grimsditch, ably assisted by 
volunteers from South Manchester 
Archaeology Research Trust, and myself 
wearing my twin hats of  SMART and 
Moston Archaeology Group, risen 
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CBANW - Our Future

Meetings

Your committee has been working hard to 
plan for a successful future for our society. 
One decision, which I’m sure you’ll 
welcome, is that the dates of the two annual 
meetings should be fixed permanently. So, 
going with the present pattern, you may 
now enter them in your diaries: The Spring 
meeting and AGM will be on the Saturday 
that falls after the early Spring Bank 
Holiday weekend – that is May 7th for 2011  
– and the Autumn meeting will normally be 
the first Saturday in November. However 
this year that will fall on Guy Fawkes 
Day, so we will meet on 29th October.
Also on the subject of meetings, whilst 
continuing with the usual pattern of 
visiting a site or project of current interest 
in the Spring, and focussing on a theme 
in the Autumn, this time we will be doing 
something special. As you know, our North 
West region extends from Cheshire to the 
Lancashire/Cumbrian boundary where the 
next CBA region adjoins us. So think of 
the Lake District in Autumn – or at any 
rate the town of Kendal – as we are joining 
forces there with our Northern friends 
in October with a programme showing 
some of the exciting archaeology of both 
regions. You will find details about the 
May meeting on page 4 in this Newsletter.

Communications

We have also been considering our 
Newsletter and the best way to keep in 
touch. When you receive your membership 
renewal form this time (if you are a 
region only member) you will see that 
you’re asked for an email address. If your 
membership is through CBA nationally, 
then please let us have your email address. 
This will enable us to send out any 

Excavation at Elizabeth Gaskell’s House.



phoenix-like from the ashes of MADASH, 
or Moston Archaeology and Social History 
Society, made trial digs in the back garden of 
the house which was Gaskell’s final residence, 
seeking to find remnants of the greenhouse, 
garden path and basically anything else we 
could discover. 

While the professionals dug in the main garden 
area, we amateurs looked for any clues of the 
greenhouse, of which we assumed there was 
unlikely to be much left in situ. How wrong 
could we be! We swiftly uncovered a curving 
wall, with further brickwork beneath, as 
well as internal walls that suggested at least 
one planter. While smaller than expected, 
suggesting more of a conservatory, we 
also found flat stone that suggested paving, 
possibly steps down from a porch, previously 
unknown, to the garden path. Sadly the path, 
shown on drawings, could not be proven, but 
another feature was discovered which may be 
part of a garden structure. 

With one up to the amateurs, you can imagine 
the friendly banter at the end of the day. The 
site is due for landscaping to show the garden 
as it formerly looked, later this year. It is 
hoped we will have the chance for a second 
excavation after the re-opening of the house 
by the Friends Society. 

Peter Lange

Young Archaeologists Club - Manchester

we demonstrate the use of gunpowder had 
unfortunately to be refused. 

We have also investigated the Museum’s 
own collections; in January, Bryan Sitch 
led an amazing session on Bronze Age 
metal, with the members able to see and 
handle some of the Museum’s collection, 
much of which is in the stores and not 
usually available to the public.

This February sees the ManYACS  
investigating the artefacts from the 
Dunham Massey community dig where 
both Manchester and Mersey and Dee 
YACs dug last July. A member of MAD 
YAC made one of the most significant 
finds on the whole dig; a complete 1890s 
hand blown electric light bulb. This find 
has now been adopted by the Dunham 
Massey education team and will inform 
their work on the late nineteenth-century 
history of the house. 

Later this year, ManYAC intend to follow 
up the Geophysical work they did with 
the Manchester University Archaeological 
department in Whitworth Park, where 
again working with the students from 
the University, they intend to help on a 
planned dig.

Clare Pye

Museum of Museums

When I first heard about the Tutankhamun 
exhibition in Trafford, Manchester, near 
to the retail mall, I confess I was not too 
enthusiastic. Run by a private business, 
as a touring exhibition with replicas 
of the items found within the tomb, it 
has however been a great success and 
is scheduled to extend into March. 
However, on an evening dedicated to a 
more private showing, with all proceeds 
to assist in funding the new Egyptian and 
Mediterranean galleries in Manchester 
Museum, of which I was on the original 
focus group, I was intrigued. I have to say, 
and this is a personal viewpoint only, that 
my feelings were mixed. 

Entering firstly into a large area with wall 
displays showing the history of Egypt 
from the Pre-Dynastic period, as well as 
items on early archaeology in the region, 
together with finds donated by Manchester 
Museum, we then entered the first of two 
areas to watch film shows. Note, the 

headphones provided free of charge are 
a must. After this we were sent into the 
areas where the artefact replicas were. 
My problem was not with the replicas, 
which were all high class and made to an 
excellent standard, but with the feeling of 
being ‘herded’ from display to display, 
which lit up in turn, which meant that we 
all had to jostle to see the displays, and 
were actively discouraged from straying. 
In the final areas however, we were 
allowed to wander at will, although flash 
photography was disallowed. The artefacts 
are mostly displayed in such a way as you 
could walk around them, to gain a full 
three dimensional view, rather than placed 
in display cases to be only viewed from 
the front. Museums please note! 

The shop, as final port of call was well 
stocked, and the exhibition catalogue, at a 
reasonable price, is possibly the best I’ve 
ever seen. There was also one for younger 
visitors, with a special price if both were 
bought. All in all, an excellent endeavour, 
which I would recommend to anyone with 
an interest or even as a good day out with 
the kids while shopping at said Mall. 

Peter Lange

Lancashire Witches Symposium

On a blustery day in early February, I was 
in the newly updated ex Storey Institute, 
now renamed the Storey Creative 
Industries Centre, in Lancaster.  Members 
who are regulars of the CBANW Spring 
and Autumn meetings may remember 
that we have held meetings there before, 
but the new refurbishment has revamped 
the ground floor, with push button doors 
and a smart cafe. This was the only floor 
I visited, for the Lancashire Witches 
Symposium, held as a taster for next year’s 
400th anniversary of the Pendle Witch 
Trials, and as a way of both advertising 
and asking for ideas, and to ‘explore joint 
or linked project work’. 

While I took copious notes from the 
excellent speakers, there is room for only a 
snapshot of the day. Robert Poole, Reader 
in History at the University of Cumbria, 
put the trial in a historical perspective. 
Giving the audience a handout as an 
Aide Memoire, with the names of those 
involved and a synopsis of the main 
events, as well as various notes made at 
the time by the Clerk, Thomas Potts (book 
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Winter activities for the YAC group at the 
Manchester Museum tend to be Museum 
based as it is too cold for much outside 
practical work. We try and use what is going 
on in the Museum as  a starting off point for 
our activities.

To this end, we have had sessions on 
Chinese life and archaeology. In November, 
the members investigated ancient Chinese 
technology and inventions. Requests that 

Geophysics in Whitworth Park



on sale in the shop), he then gave a talk for 
an hour with no slides or powerpoint, no 
mean feat and quite rare nowadays. In an 
open discussion afterwards, a member of the 
audience managed to tell him something he 
had not known. Again, I suspect, no mean 
feat. Little does he know that he’s now on 
my list of potential speakers if ever hold a 
meeting in Cumbria.

Fully clued up, after coffee Christine 
Goodier, Lancaster Castle Manager, gave 
a historical background to the prosecution 
of witches, noting various doctrines and 
Acts, as well as noting that little is known 
of the witch trials from the viewpoint of the 
rural poor, who were so heavily involved. 
Moving on to various depictions of witches, 
through Macbeth to the pointy nosed hag 
with broomstick and pointed hat (again, sold 
in the shop) she raised the question  of why 
witches are usually depicted as old women. 
Where were the male witches? Could it 
be something to do with persecuting wise 
women who acted outside of both secular 
and religious law within these rural and 
poor areas? 

After a good lunch round the corner at 
the Merchants 1688 pub, Sue Flowers  of 
Green Close Studios gave a more creative 
perspective. While noting that more 
unsavoury parts of history, such as slavery 
and witchcraft, both feature heavily in 
Lancaster’s history, may be preferred not to 
have happened, they did, and should not be 
forgotten. Through the talent of  artists it 
is possible to bring these events to a wider 
audience, including schools and museum 
studies, in a creative format. By so doing, 
historical injustice and persecution, with 
any prejudices or social differences they 
entailed, may be explored by a contemporary 
audience. 

Tony Openshaw, Director of Marketing for 
Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, 
while opening with an amusing dig at 
‘disappointing ruins’, made the point that 
tourism, not only in this but many areas of 
Britain, is a multi-million pound industry 
and often the lifeblood of areas with little 
or no other industry. As such, it is no good 
having historical areas, nor heritage, if 
people only pass through and don’t stop to 
look. In essence, what pays for many shops, 
eateries, hotels etc, and gives employment as 
well as being a reason to maintain museums 
and historical areas, including those ruins, 
is the tourist pound. Lancashire is, like 

so many other areas, a brand, and as such 
it has straplines, marketing officers, links 
with businesses and must always look to the 
future, to ensure the continuation of visitor 
numbers. With the Lancashire Witches, 
Lancaster is gearing up for a major push for 
visitors, as are other parts of Lancashire.  

The final speaker, Anthony Finnerty of the 
charity Global Link, brought the audience 
down to earth, and in part made for sombre 
but important listening, by relating personal 
anecdotes of his work with people who 
are accused of witchcraft in the present 
day. Working in Africa, in poor, rural areas 
probably not dissimilar in their daily lives to 
17th-century folk,  abuse is all too common, 
where single women, whether they have 
lost a husband or whose partner is away, 
can easily be blackmailed by the simple 
threat of being named as a witch. If they 
do not comply with demands, the threat of 
ostracism or death is all too real.

Peter Lange 
      
Funding for Community Archaeology

Your Heritage, for projects between £3k 
– 50k, and Young Roots, a programme 
aimed specifically at young people aged 
between 13 and 25, with grants of between 
£3k - £25k.

You can find out more about the range 
of grant programmes, along with lots 
of information about funded projects, 
guidance material and up-to-date news 
about HLF on our website www.hlf.org.
uk.

HLF grants can cover a wide range of 
elements which can be incorporated 
into the  costs for an archaeology 
project.  This could include purchase of 
equipment, new staff  posts & recruitment 
costs, professional fees, educational 
& promotional materials (including 
an academic report), volunteer travel 
costs, costs of events etc.  This list is not 
exhaustive.

Community archaeology projects should 
be well planned and managed, working 
in partnership with a professional 
archaeological body.  You should identify 
key community groups or specific 
audiences you wish to work with, to allow 
a wide range of people the opportunity to 
get involved in your project.  Because of 
their hands-on nature we have seen good 
examples of community archaeology 
projects which have successfully attracted 
a wide range of people, including some 
hard to reach groups. 

Projects should offer a variety of activities 
– an archaeology project should not 
just be about digging!  Think about the 
learning and educational elements of a 
project - this should include both formal 
and informal learning.  When working 
with schools, it is vital that they have an 
input on how they will be involved in 
the project.  Informal learning includes 
talks, workshops, presentations, hands-
on experiences etc.  This isn’t just about 
people learning archaeological skills, but 
new life skills as well such as team work, 
communication skills and increasing 
confidence.

You should also consider what will be 
left at the end of your project – both in 
terms of managing any finds, and the 
different kinds of outputs your project 
could produce including reports, leaflets, 
websites, exhibitions etc. 
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Over the past 16 years, the Heritage Lottery 
Fund (HLF) has awarded over £8m to 66 
projects in the North West that have focused 
on archaeology.  To receive a grant, projects 
must:

Help people to learn about their •	
own and other people’s heritage

Projects must also do either or both of the 
following:

Conserve the UK’s diverse heritage •	
for present and future generations 
to experience and enjoy;
Help more people, and a wider •	
range of people, to take an active 
part in and make decisions about 
heritage.

Community archaeology projects could 
potentially meet all three aims.  

HLF has a range of programmes, including 



If you think you have a project idea, you 
should decide on a grant programme, then 
submit an on-line ‘Pre-application Advice 
Form’, which can be found on the HLF 
website.  A member of the Development 
Team will then make contact to advise 
whether your project appears to meet HLF 
aims and, if so, to arrange a site visit to 
discuss the project in more detail and give 
advice on how to put together a good quality 
application.  

If you have any questions about a possible 
HLF project, then please feel free to contact 
Rebecca Mason, Development Officer on 
0161 831 0852 or email: rebeccam@hlf.
org.uk.

Review: Irby, Wirral. Excavations on a 
Late Prehistoric, Romano-British and 
Medieval Site, 1987-96 by Dr Robert A. 
Philpott and Dr Mark H. Adams

A chance find of Roman pottery in a garden 
at Irby, Wirral in the 1940s led in 1987 to 
the discovery of an important and long-
lived settlement site by archaeologists 
from National Museums and Galleries 
on Merseyside (now National Museums 
Liverpool). Excavating from 1987 to 
1996 in a series of suburban gardens, they 
found evidence for a long sequence of 
occupation from the Bronze Age, Iron Age, 
Romano-British, early medieval and later 
medieval periods. 
 
This report presents the evidence of the 
structures, artefacts and plant remains from 
this long-lived settlement. Key discoveries 
include regionally important buildings 
from the middle Bronze Age and from the 
Viking period, as well as extensive Roman 
and late medieval occupation, which 
contribute significantly to our understanding 
of settlement and economy in Wirral and the 
wider region during these periods.

The first section of the publication deals 
with the archaeological remains uncovered 
during nine years of excavation. The 
structures and stratigraphy of the site are 
set out in a logical manner and with the 
help of informative illustrations, plans and 
colour plates the authors lead us expertly 
through the complexities of interpreting 
10,000 years of history on a multi-period 
archaeological site. 

The presentation of the environmental 
evidence contains detailed scientific analysis 

of bones, plant remains and pollen as well 
as discussions and summaries from each 
of the specialists who interpret the results 
clearly, explaining the relevance of their 
findings both to Irby and to archaeological 
sites in general.

From humble fire cracked pebbles to 
steatite spindle whorls the finds from the 
excavation are comprehensively detailed 
with fine illustrations, photographs and 
x-rays. Meticulously detailed, this is no 
mere catalogue and once again the expert 
reports include discussion on the origins 
and usage of the artefacts which brings 
them to life by explaining the roles they 
played in the day to day existence of the 
people who used them.  

The final part of the publication deals 
with Irby in its regional setting. This is an 
excellent period by period consideration 
of the discoveries at Irby in comparison to 
other sites in the North West. In producing 
an up to date synthesis of the archaeology 
of rural settlement in the region the authors 
have provided archaeologists with an 
invaluable resource.

Dr Philpott and Dr Adams have produced 
an important publication that pulls off the 
difficult trick of being both a thorough 
and detailed archaeological report and 
an accessible and coherent narrative. 
An excellent companion to both the 
archaeological researcher and general 
reader. 

Published 30 September 2010. Retail 
price £16 (available on-line from National 
Museums Liverpool: http://www.
liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/onlineshop/
product.aspx?prod=55&cat=22)

John Roberts

Cheshire in the Spring

An important project got underway a year 
ago to investigate the chain of hillforts 
along the west Cheshire sandstone ridge. 
We are going to learn more about Habitats 
and Hillforts on May 7th (see programme 
and booking form enclosed). As usual, 
we will have several illustrated talks by 
the archaeologists working on the project, 
with the very latest updates. The buffet 
lunch (or your own sandwiches) and AGM 
will follow, then we are going to visit one 
of the hillforts nearby. Full details will be 
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Chair:
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Tel: 01457 870244.
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Tel: 0161 492 0175. 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBA NW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have 
to be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions 
expressed by contributors to this Newsletter 
are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of CBANW.

given on the day, but please bring suitable 
footwear for walking on a footpath, and bear 
in mind that a hillfort is uphill!

Our venue is Wharton Library, Wharton, 
Winsford. This is a very comfy modern 
building with free car parking, and is just 
under a mile from Winsford Station. If you 
are coming by public transport and will need 
a lift to the hillfort, please mention this when 
booking. In fact, it would help if we could 
all be friendly and share cars to the site.

For an introduction and some pictures of 
the project, you might like to look at www.
habitatsandhillforts.co.uk.

Helen Caffrey


