
Council for British Archaeology  North-West Regional Group

News NW
 
Spring 2012

Council for British Archaeology North-West Regional Group. Registered Charity No 1081620.
E-mail: cbanw@britarch.ac.uk  

w
w

w
.b

rit
ar

ch
.a

c.
uk

/c
ba

nw

committee members in May, as several 
current members are due to stand down. 
If you’re interested, contact the Secretary 
for a proposal form; you will need to be 
nominated and seconded. The committee 
collectively reflects the geographical 
extent of the region as well as diversity 
of involvement in archaeology. Let’s hear 
from you!

Helen Caffrey

The Threat to Archaeology in the 
North West

During the last twelve months the north 
west has lost two of its long-standing 
county archaeological services. At the end 
of March last year the five Merseyside 
district councils withdrew funding from 
the Merseyside Archaeological Advisory 
Service  (MAAS) which they had 
supported for more than 20 years.  Earlier 
this month the Greater Manchester 
Archaeological Unit (GMAU) which 
acted as archaeological curator for the ten 
districts of Greater Manchester for over 
30 years met a similar fate when funding 
was cut by the Association of Greater 
Manchester Authorities. In both instances 
the reason for closure has been  cited as a 
perceived lack of ‘value for money’. 

The two cases bear close similarities in 
the way that they have been handled by 
the local authorities. Other institutions 
including Manchester Metropolitan 
University and Salford University have 
offered to host the former GMAU and its 
staff. On Merseyside, Cheshire West and 
Cheshire Council has shown interest in 
accomodating MAAS and the Merseyside 
Historic Environment Record. In both 
cases the offer has been rejected on cost 
grounds. For the amount of money saved 
this is nothing short of scandalous when 

one considers the amount of revenue 
generated within  each region from its 
historic sites and buildings.  This is a 
very short-sited policy on behalf of the 
local authorities and in both instances 
shows little regard for the future of the  
heritage of the north west. 

In the case of the MAAS, CBANW 
has already made representations to the 
Merseyside authorities and is working 
with the national body of CBA and 
Merseyside Archaeological Society 
to ensure that the local authorities 
continue to meet their obligations under 
PPS5. Our concern over the closure of 
GMAU will no doubt  result in similar 
action. For further detail and more up to 
date news please refer to the CBANW 
web site.

John Roberts & Dave Roberts

Joint meeting at Kendal with CBA 
North

The North West is a far-reaching region, 
yet Cumbria (in governmental terms 
within that region) is part of CBA’s 
North region, running from west to east 
across the country. This may indicate a 
sense of heritage integrity in relation to 
Hadrian’s Wall, but as both our regional 
groups have members in Cumbria, it 
seemed appropriate to hold a combined 
meeting in Kendal. On this occasion we 
did not include a site visit, but sufficient 
exciting sites were mentioned to 
occupy many hours of future individual 
exploration.

Our first speaker was the County 
Archaeologist for Greater Manchester, 
Norman Redhead, who unpicked 
some of the complexities of heritage 
protection. Since 1990, archaeology has 
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CBANW Membership

As announced at our AGM in 2011, 
individual membership of CBA North West 
is now due to increase from £5 to £7. You’ll 
find more details from our Membership 
Secretary elsewhere in this mailout.

However, if you are a member via CBA 
(the national body based in York) you may 
not yet be aware that they are increasing 
subscriptions this year by £5, from £29 
to £34. In the past, if you paid £34, this 
included the contribution for your chosen 
regional membership. This practice is being 
discontinued, and CBA North West will no 
longer receive this funding on your behalf.
In other words, to retain your involvement 
and hear what is going on in archaeology in 
the North West, you need to join CBANW 
directly. CBA is offering an interim 
arrangement for one year, so long as this 
includes your stated choice of region and 
the £7 subscription. Alternatively, you 
can join CBANW now, whether or not 
you retain your national membership. Our 
Membership Secretary will be delighted to 
hear from you.

We continue to offer excellent value for 
money, providing two Newsletters and 
two conferences each year, our occasional 
publications in the Archaeology North 
West series, an opportunity for networking 
and links through societies and shared 
interests, and as a campaigning body in 
support of archaeology in the region, never 
more important than now in the face of 
local government spending reductions. 
CBA North West remains an independent 
registered charity and is still able to offer 
small grants to support archaeological work 
in the region, most recently in connection 
with the Silverdale Hoard (see below).

We will also be looking for some new 



been embedded with the planning process in 
line with PPG16, generating much of the 
archaeological work of the past two decades. 
Less satisfactory is the large number of 
‘non-designated heritage assets’ which lack 
adequate protection. We were shocked to hear 
that Arkwright’s Mill in Manchester, one of 
the iconic sites of the Industrial Revolution, 
solely survives due to a benign landlord. The 
new National Planning Policy Framework, 
under consultation, is weighted towards 
‘economic considerations’. By the time you 
read this Newsletter we should know just how 
much the government values our heritage.

On a happier note, Paul Frodsham of the North 
Pennines Area of Natural Beauty Partnership 
spoke on a project to investigate and record 
an area previously deemed an archaeological 
‘blank space’, but no longer so. This upland 
area across Weardale and Teesdale has not 
only a recent experience of mining, but around 
Bollinhope was exploited by the Romans 
for lead and silver. Other aspects include 
Westgate Castle (a ‘holiday home’ for former 
bishops of Durham), twelfth-century remains 
at Muggleswick Grange, a molehill survey 
producing Roman pottery, and the debatable 
site on Appleby golf course, now established 
as prehistoric. All this work has been carried 
out by groups of local volunteers – up to 400 
in total – showing that ‘North Pennine people 
are the active producers and owners of their 
heritage’.

Bassenthwaite has also been an area of 
recent investigation, led by Mark Graham of 
Grampus and similarly funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. A survey of the Cockermouth 
– Papcastle area after the drastic flooding of 
2010, and subsequent excavation, has revealed 
more of the Roman vicus: a probable bath-
house and mill with wheelpit, both beside the 
river, and a large granary and possible arena. 
The pottery is currently being reconstructed 
at Durham, whilst a collaborative educational 
programme is underway with the Senhouse 
Museum at Maryport, and more work is 
proposed, focussing on Papcastle’s role as 
a possible inland port on a navigable River 
Derwent. Volunteers have not only been on 
site daily, but walked an impressive 168 
kilometres with their magnetometers. 

We then followed the Romans to Maryport 
itself, where their noted collection of 
altarstones has come under fresh scrutiny. A 
geophysical survey was conducted in 2010, 
and David Maron of Oxford Archaeology 
and colleagues, have been excavating the 

pits whence stones were removed in the 
1870s and earlier antiquarian excavations. 
Though within the area of the vicus, this part 
lacks domestic artefacts, instead showing a 
similarity with the German sanctuary site 
in Osterburken. The project has been run 
as a training excavation, benefitting both 
students and local volunteers.

The development of the Roman fort at 
Carlisle is the subject of the recently 
opened £1.15million gallery at Tullie 
House Museum. Tim Padley placed it 
as one of the ‘bookends’ of the modern 
visitor’s experience of Hadrian’s Wall, 
with the new museum in Newcastle as the 
other, contributing to a sense of ‘frontier’ 
and using David Mattingly’s ‘Britain; 
an Imperial Possession’ to inform the 
presentation. Eye-catching exhibits include 
the Netherby tombstone, a rare amber ring 
– unique in Britannia – and chariot cups, 
those racing commemoratives so evocative 
of ‘home’. Negotiations with the British 
Museum may enable more early finds to 
be lent to the gallery.

Following a lunch break and the opportunity 
to look at a selection of recent finds from 
the Portable Antiquities Scheme, with our 
regional Finds Liaison Officers, Vanessa 
Oakden and Dot Boughton present to 
answer questions, we returned to our seats 
to hear about archaeological investigations 
into more recent periods. First Nigel 
Neil told us about the identification and 
recording of Historic Designed Landscapes 
in Lancashire being carried out by the 
Lancashire Gardens Trust. These sites 
cover much more than parks and gardens, 
and may themselves form settings for 
significant buildings. Since a study in 1998 
when 25 sites were registered, 35 are now 
listed, with an additional 500 identified. 
Some are well known, such as Lytham 
Hall, Levens and Lowther, but research 
here is raising new questions, while others 
are ideal candidates for inclusion on Local 
Lists – another aspect of heritage protection 
where volunteers have an essential role to 
play.

Andrew Fielding came to us from the salt 
mines of Cheshire, having moved from the 
Lion Salt Works to the European EcoSal-
Atlantis project, concerned more with 
coastal sites and raising visitor awareness 
of historic industry, often within areas of 
natural beauty. Our current perceptions of 
salt were challenged: modern health risk 
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or element of haute cuisine, salt licks for 
livestock and the means of keeping winter 
roads passable. In contrast to a scenic coastal 
industry, inland salt-working featured 
atmospheric pollution and subsidence, with 
a brine-pumpers’ levy to pay compensation 
in instances of serious damage to property.

Our final speaker, Chris Burgess, County 
Archaeologist from Northumberland, is 
working towards a deadline of 2013 for 
the 500 years’ commemoration of the 
battle of Flodden. We followed the Scottish 
force of King James and the English army 
under the elderly Earl of Surrey, as the 
Scots successfully captured castles, in 
the confidence of exemption from death 
duties in the event of death in the coming 
battle. Excavations at Milfield had already 
revealed an Iron Age presence, but it seems 
that James – an enthusiast for innovation 
in warfare - may have been influenced by 
his French advisers in the unusual design 
of a fortification incorporating pointed 
triangular corner bastions. Visitors in 2013 
may look at the handsome commemorative 
iron gates at Barmoor Bridge before 
reaching the eventual battlefield. Here, 
four hours of carnage took place, casualties 
proportionate to numbers at El Alamein or 
the Somme. More Scots died on the way 
to Yetholm for hospital treatment, whilst 
wreaking vengeance in turn upon the 
French, and there was the inevitable looting 
by the victors. Chris’s account truly brought 
Flodden to life for us all.

Helen Caffrey

Dig Greater Manchester Project

Introduction
Dig Greater Manchester (DGM) is an 
archaeologically based project funded by 
the Association of Greater Manchester 
Authorities (AGMA) and the borough of 
Blackburn with Darwen. The project will 

Volunteers working on the CfAA excavation 
at Buckton Castle in Tameside



build on the success of community heritage 
engagement projects established by the 
Centre for Applied Archaeology (CfAA), 
the now closed University of Manchester 
Archaeology Unit (UMAU) in conjunction 
with the Greater Manchester Archaeology 
Unit (GMAU) and local authorities and 
politicians from the Greater Manchester 
area. The five year project will be led by 
staff from the CfAA and managed by 
members of all project partners. Although 
professionally led, its overall aim is to 
involve the highest number of people from  
local communities in the investigation 
of their heritage. The project will have 
dedicated personnel including the lead 
archaeologist, dealing with the overall 
management and organisation of the project, 
and a dedicated educational/outreach 
archaeologist whose main task will be to 
organise the educational aspects.

The Project
The project will include an archaeological 
evaluation in every one of the participating 
boroughs each lasting for a two week period. 
In the culminating year of the project two of 
the sites evaluated will be chosen to conduct 
a full scale archaeological excavation over 
an extended period.

A short list of sites has been drawn up based 
on an earlier pilot project that incorporated 
the findings of a desk-based assessment 
carried out by Dr Peter Arrowsmith. The 
short listed sites were chosen using a set 
of criteria such as archaeological potential, 
accessibility and land ownership (all sites 
chosen being in the ownership of the local 
authority).

One of the main aspects of the project 
was the element of education both formal 
and informal. It is intended to provide an 
opportunity for local schools to participate 
in the evaluations. This would not be a 
simple case of organising on-site tours of 
the evaluation sites. Organised classes from 
the schools involved will spend a period of 
time on site participating in archaeological 
investigations. This participation will be 
preceded by arranged visits to the schools 
as preparation for their visit. 

Also included in the educational aspect of 
the project will be a series of ‘workshops’ 
designed to introduce and teach certain 
archaeological techniques such as 
excavation, building surveys, geophysical 
surveys, historical research etc. These 

workshops will be mainly directed at 
adults with the immediate intention of 
equipping them with the necessary skills 
and information in order to get the most 
out of their involvement in the project. It is 
also anticipated that these workshops will 
encourage future self-motivated historical 
and archaeological research.

A final educational aspect will involve 
seminars/lectures on the archaeology and 
history of Greater Manchester tailored 
according to the borough in which they are 
held. These will be used as a foundation 
to inform the local communities about the 
results of the project, local history and 
heritage and to encourage further self- 
motivated investigations.

DGM will attempt to include all groups of 
people and as a result the management team 
are liaising with representatives from various 
disadvantaged people such as Manchester’s 
Occupational Therapy Service in order to 
include people with learning disabilities, 
physical disabilities and health issues.

Research aims of the project will include 
the gathering of data from those involved to 
ascertain the benefits of such community- 
based projects. Watch out for updates of 
where and when the work will be carried out 
and how to get involved.

The evaluations for this year will be:
March – Wigan, Etherstone Hall
June – Bury, Radcliffe Historic Core
September – Oldham, Chadderton Hall
October – Stockport, Wood Hall  (provisional 
at this time)

Contacts:
Brian Grimsditch (0161 295 3821, 
b.grimsditch@salford.ac.uk) 
Sarah Cattell (0161295 2545,
 s.j.cattell1@salford.ac.uk) 
Debbie Atkin (0161 295 6286, 
d.atkin@salford.ac.uk) 

Brian Grimsditch

The Silverdale Hoard

In September 2011 a local metal detectorist 
discovered what would turn out to be the 
third-largest Viking period hoard from 
Britain, after the Cuerdale and Vale of 
York hoards. He was out detecting in North 
Lancashire near the small town of Silverdale 
when his detector gave him a clear signal for 

silver. He immediately assumed he would 
be digging for a medieval coin. After 
digging down c. 1ft, he hit the top of a hard 
and flat object. Scraping the surface, he 
realised that it was a ‘large lump of lead’ 
of about the size and shape of his hand. 
He carefully dug around the perimeter of 
the lead object and down a bit, but with 
the soil being so loose it was easy to lift 
it out of the ground. It appeared to be a 
big piece of lead. It was when he took the 
lump out of the ground that he noticed 
smaller pieces of silver falling out of a slit 
on what he thought was the underside of 
the lead item. He put it to one side and 
picked up the shiny silver objects and, 
seeing that the first was an Arabic dirhem 
he instantly knew the nature of his find: 
a Viking hoard. He turned over what he 
now realised was a lead container and saw 
that the opening slit was filled with soil 
which kept more small silver artefacts 
inside the container.  The finder told me 
later that after his immediate reaction of 
shock and disbelief he just wanted to take 
the hoard somewhere safe, so he took it 
home without giving it a second thought.

Later, the finder went back to the pit to 
make sure that he had picked up all the 
smaller silver fragments and carefully 
took more soil out of the pit. The soil was 
very lose around the remaining artefacts 
and he quickly realised that it was not 
coins but silver bracelets, sitting together 
just below where the lead container had 
been. He found three bracelets in a ‘nest’ 
with an even larger one sitting on top and 
another, very heavy one, next to them.

Contents
The hoard comprises a total of 201 silver 
items and a well-preserved lead container. 
There are 27 coins, 10 complete arm-
rings of various Viking-period types, 2 
finger-rings and 14 ingots (metal bars), as 
well as 6 bossed brooch fragments, a fine 
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Silverdale Hoard - Nest of Bracelets



wire chain and 141 fragments of chopped-
up arm-rings and ingots, collectively known 
as ‘hack-silver’. The lead container largely 
explains the excellent condition in which 
the objects have survived for more than ten 
centuries. 

The coins are a mixture of Anglo-Saxon, 
Anglo-Viking, Frankish and Islamic types, 
including coins of Alfred the Great (871-99) 
and his god-son the Viking leader Guthrum, 
who became king of East Anglia with the 
baptismal name of Athelstan. Also included 
are coins from Viking Northumbria, 
issued c. 900. Amongst these is one with 
the name Alwaldus, a type attributed to 
Alfred’s nephew Æthelwold, who tried 
unsuccessfully to claim Alfred’s kingdom 
after his death, and subsequently fled to 
the Vikings in Northumbria, where he was 
accepted as a king, before being killed a 
few years later. The mixture of origins for 
the coins is typical of Viking hoards from 
Britain and Ireland from the end of the 
9th and beginning of the 10th centuries. 
One unusual piece is a plated forgery of a 
Frankish silver denier. Both coins and other 
silver objects in Viking hoards often show 
signs of testing for the purity of the silver, 
but it is rare to find forgeries in the hoards, 
presumably because they were normally 
weeded out by the testing processes.

Excavation
Even though the finder had excavated the 
hoard himself and we have the written 
account of the discovery, it was of utmost 
importance to excavate the findspot properly 
by a team of archaeologists.  We are 
extremely grateful to the British Museum 
and the Council for British Archaeology 
(North West Region) who kindly agreed 
to fund the excavation that was carried out 
by Minerva Heritage Ltd (Lancaster). Both 
the landowner and the tenant gave their 
permission without hesitation and the finder 
was invited to join the excavation. Minerva 
Heritage carried out the trial excavation at 
the find-spot location on 8 November 2011. 
They excavated the recent backfill from 
the find-spot hole in half-section, and the 
finder scanned the spoil for small fragments 
of metal. The half-sectioned feature was 
photographed, drawn, and recorded using 
context sheets. 

The section indicated that the original 
feature had probably been entirely 
removed by the more recent excavation 
by the detectorist when he discovered the 

hoard. Minerva Heritage then removed 
the remaining backfill of the excavator’s 
pit. They recovered a small quantity of 
post-medieval ceramic material from the 
topsoil and backfill, a miniscule quantity 
of burnt bone, and two metal items: one 
piece of lead which proved to be a part 
of the container and has been included in 
the Treasure case, and an unidentified iron 
object which is deemed to date from the 
post-medieval or modern period.

 Dot Boughton (Finds Liaison Officer for 
Lancashire and Cumbria)

Manchester YAC 

Manchester YAC continue to have a varied 
programme, both inside the Manchester 
Museum and outside in the field. In the 
Museum, the theme over the winter has 
been Egyptology, mummifying oranges, 
decoding hieroglyphics and even having 
an Egyptian themed party at the end of the 
year. In the Museum, in late March they are 
due to look at old bones, a junior version of 
the conference, “Heronbridge, a Battlefield 
Assemblage Rediscovered” which is to be 
held a few days later. ManYAC are not 
afraid to tackle difficult topics and get to 
grips with recent research.

But when the weather is good, YAC 
thoughts turn towards the outside, every 
member wants to get on site and dig if they 
possibly can, or at least to visit interesting 
sites. Last summer, the annual day out was 
to Norton Priory and Beeston Castle, where 
their enthusiasm for medieval warfare ran 
the English Heritage re-enactors off their 
feet 

Through the Manchester Museum, 
ManYAC has been a partner organisation 
with the University of Manchester’s 
community dig in Whitworth Park. They 
had been involved in an earlier stage of 
geo-physics, and returned to dig there in 
September 2011. Again they are part of 
continuing research in archaeology, this 
time looking at more recent remains.

ManYAC are also very excited at the 
prospect of working on Dig Greater 
Manchester and other related community 
digs in the Manchester area. This project 
is now co-ordinated by the University of 
Salford’s Centre for Applied Archaeology. 
They have already dug at Etherstone Hall 
near Leigh, and look forward to more Dig 
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Chair:
Helen Caffrey
Tel: 01457 870244.
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Hon Secretary:
Rebecca Mason
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Hon Treasurer:
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e-mail: clare.pye@manchester.ac.uk

CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBA NW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have 
to be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions 
expressed by contributors to this Newsletter 
are solely those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent those of CBANW.

Days over the summer, at Newton Hall, 
Worsley Old Hall and Radcliffe Tower. We 
shall report on how they got on in the next 
Newsletter.

Clare Pye

ManYAC at Whitworth Park


