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with the local planning authority. In the 
case of Merseyside this means Liverpool  
Sefton, Knowsley, St Helens and Wirral 
Councils. Furthermore, development 
plans owned and published  by each of 
the 5 local authorities pledge support  for 
the maintenance of the Merseyside HER. 
It is clear that responsibility for the future 
of the Merseyside HER and for providing 
reasonable access to its database rests 
with  the local authorities.

In a recent letter from Dave Roberts 
to each of the Council leaders and the 
departmental planning heads it was 
pointed out that the local councils had 
a clear obligation to provide access 
to an HER and have a proper service 
in place to ensure that Merseyside’s 
archaeology is properly protected. A 
reply from Joe Anderson, Mayor of 
Liverpool, stated that talks between the 
5 local authorities, NML and English 
Heritage were now taking place ‘to seek 
a common agreement to establish a new 
arrangement for the Record, to ensure that 
its condition and availability will meet 
the ongoing responsibilities we share 
with the adjoining planning authorities’. 
He also stated that we ‘are close to an 
agreement which appears to be capable 
of being implemented. This is subject 
to (the) resolution of some contractual 
issues which are currently being finalised 
between the relevant parties but I am 
optimistic that the matter will be capable 
of being resolved in (the) relatively near 
future’.

This sounds like good news and gives 
cause for cautious optimism. However, 
Merseyside Archaeological Society  
members are continuing to press the 
local authorities to try and ensure that 
a positive outcome emerges from these 
discussions. 

Rainford’s Roots Community Project

Last time, we reported that Merseyside 
Archaeological Society had been awarded 
an HLF grant of £75,000 for a new 
community project known as ‘Rainford’s 
Roots’. The 21-month project is based in 
the village of Rainford near St Helens 
and will explore the industrial heritage of 
the village, focusing on its post medieval 
potting and clay tobacco pipe cottage 
industries. The project has been set up 
in collaboration with National Museums 
Liverpool and many aspects of the 
project will be supervised and supported 
by their Field Archaeology Unit. 

We are  pleased to announce that Sam 
Rowe has been appointed as Community 
Project Officer. The project is still in its 
initial stages but there has already been 
a lot of local interest and two successful 
‘Drop-in’ days have been held in 
Rainford to launch the project. In the 
last few weeks there have been further 
exciting developments in Rainford when 
a ‘watching brief’ conducted by the Field 
Archaeology Unit at Liverpool Museum, 
on the site of an extension to the tennis 
courts, produced a substantial amount 
of local pottery which is currently being 
analysed. 

The first ‘Rainford Roots’ archaeological 
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CBA North West Spring Conference & 
AGM

This year’s Spring Conference and AGM 
will be held on Saturday 10th May. The 
Conference is entitled ‘The Mesolithic of 
North West England: Current Research’ 
and will be held at The Friends Meeting 
House in Central Manchester. A full 
programme and booking form are enclosed 
with this Newsletter. These documents 
will also be posted on our website shortly. 
There is already a lot of interest in this 
Conference so please book early to avoid 
disappointment.

Grants From CBANW

CBA North West will provide grants of 
up to £500 to members to help with the 
funding of archaeological work (including 
educational visits) in the region. If you are 
interested in applying for a grant, please see 
the grant guidance notes (pdf document) 
and fill in a grant application form (Word 
document) on our website.

Applications should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary, Rebecca Mason, for consideration 
by the committee (contact details on page 4 
of this Newsletter). Successful applicants 
will be expected to provide a written 
report on the work for this newsletter or 
Archaeology North West and if appropriate 
a brief report at a Spring Meeting.

The Merseyside Historic Environment 
Record (HER) and Archaeology on 
Merseyside

The Merseyside HER has recently been re-
opened by National Museums Liverpool 
(NML). However, the current charge for 
access is £500 per day plus VAT. The 
responsibility for providing access to the 
HER under Clause 169 of the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) rests 

Rainford test pit in 2011



excavation, is to take place in Rainford 
beginning on Wednesday 10th April until 
Tuesday 16th April. We will be returning 
to the site we excavated in 2011 where we 
uncovered a 16th pottery kiln waste dump 
deposit, to finish assessing and excavating 
the rest of the garden site. 

We are currently taking bookings for places 
on the dig in slots of two to three days. The 
days on site will be Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday (not Sunday), Monday, and 
Tuesday. If anyone would like to volunteer on 
the dig, please let us know as soon as possible 
as places are on a first come first served basis. 
Please only book a place if you are certain 
you can attend. We are not taking more than 
three day bookings at the moment, so as 
many people as possible have an opportunity 
to work on the site. It is preferable to book 
consecutive days so you get the hang of being 
on the site. 

The site is on Church Road, the main road 
running through Rainford, and is close to car 
parks and local amenities. Transport to and 
from the site will not be provided, and you 
will need to bring you own food and drink. 
Further information about the dig and what 
to bring will be sent out to individuals once 
places are booked. There will be no charge 
to attend the dig, and no previous experience 
of excavating is necessary, though you must 
be in a reasonable state of fitness. There will 
also be a chance to do some finds washing on 
site if people want a break from digging.

Saturday 13th April will be the site open day 
and tours of the site will take place during 
the day at 11am and 2pm. Members of 
Merseyside Archaeological Society and staff 
from the Field Archaeology Unit at Liverpool 
Museum will be there to guide you. If you do 
miss out on a place to dig, please come along 
and see the site on Saturday. There will also be 
more excavations in the coming months and 
we will shortly be advertising opportunities to 
help with processing the material discovered 
during the excavation (dates tbc), so look out 
for emails and notices on the website www.
rainfordsroots.com. Please contact Sam 
Rowe at Sam.Rowe@liverpoolmuseums.org.
uk to book a place on the dig.

Sam Rowe

Manchester YAC.

The Manchester branch of the Young 
Archaeologist Club (often known as 
ManYAC) continues to thrive, with an 

emphasis where possible on hands on 
archaeology. Any evaluation done with 
the members always reveals the request, 
“More Digs, please!”

We operate a great deal with the Dig 
Greater Manchester (DGM) team from 
Salford University, now into its second 
year of community archaeology in the 
Greater Manchester and Blackburn area. 
These excavations generally last a couple 
of weeks, and we usually go along on 
the middle Saturday. Last summer’s 
foul weather did not lead to any loss of 
enthusiasm, as shown in the photograph 
above. At Newton Hall, YAC worked on 
the farmyard area of the farm, revealing 
a variety of floor surfaces and at Worsley 
Old Hall members investigated part of the 
extensive cellar area to the great house. 
As one of the children remarked, “We’ve 
become very good at finding drains.”

At the time of writing, YAC is looking 
forward to the new season of digs with 
DGM, starting with the investigation 
of workers’ cottages belonging to the 
Ainsworth bleach works in Bolton’s Moss 
Bank Park under Winter Hill. Thereafter 
YAC hopes to visit Rochdale, Salford and 
Manchester itself. There is also a plan to 
work with the University of Manchester’s 
Archaeology Department in their ongoing 
investigation of Whitworth Park. This will 
happen later in the summer.

Clare Pye

Middleton Archaeology Society

The Society was formed in late 2011 by 
Ryan Forde, a local graduate archaeologist, 
and Geoff Wellens, local historian. They 
realised the need to advance Middleton’s 
archaeology as well as its history to a 
wider audience. The Societies aims were to 
hold monthly meetings, with talks by well 
known archaeologists/historians, as well 
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as to begin excavating within the town. The 
Society quickly gained a local reputation 
for lively and interesting meetings, as well 
as holding open day’s  in which building 
surveys and practical archaeology were 
delivered to members, most of whom had 
never attempted archaeology before. 

There is now an ongoing dig at Tonge Hall, 
a Grade II listed Elizabethan building which 
was privately owned until last year, when 
it was sold to the Council for a nominal 
sum. Sadly, vandals severely damaged the 
house by fire, but it is hoped that one day 
it will be returned to its former splendour 
and re-opened to the public. The society 
concentrated on adjacent fields, owned 
by the Council and well used by locals 
and dog walkers, to look at the remains 
of Tonge Hall farm.  The dig began as a 
training event, and uncovered  major walls 
within its first weekend, which were further 
exposed and will be the focal point of this 
year’s excavation.  It is also hoped to test 
pit various parts of the field to gain a better 
understanding of the farm layout.

Middleton of course has had a long and 
noble history, featuring such luminaries as 
Cardinal Langley, the Ashton (or Assheton) 
family members, as well as Edgar Wood, 
internationally known artist and architect  
of the Arts and Crafts Movement, many of 
whose buildings still stand in Middleton. 

At the end of 2012, Ryan had to give up his 
Chair due to promotion at work, so the new 
Chair is Lee Wolf, who acted as Treasurer. 
Lee is responsible for the website, logo and 
‘Middleton characters’ which are intended to 
be used in schools and other presentations. 
The society believes in active participation 
in the community, and has already held 
a presentation within Middleton Arndale 
Centre, which gathered a lot of interest and 
publicity, as well as handing out advertising 
items such as badges, pens and   ‘credit card’ 

Young Archaeologists at Worsley Hall

The site at Tonge Hall



size 2013 calenders.  We intend to repeat this 
during summer of 2013, and hope to hold it 
as an annual event.  We hope readers will find 
the website informative as well as fun, and 
look forward to adding to it this year.

The thorny issue of Roman roads, and 
exactly where were they vexes many a local 
archaeological society. Ours is no different, as 
we know there was a road, probably linking 
with Moston and Prestwich, whose roads 
also have to be fully confirmed, and we hope, 
with a long term project begun by Cliff Ivers, 
to link our findings with other societies with 
similar interests. This interaction was begun 
last year, and so far has proved of interest   
to other Greater Manchester Archaeological 
Federation members.  

All in all, 2012 was a great inaugural year for 
Greater Manchester’s newest archaeological 
society, and we hope 2013 will build on our 
successes. Should any further information be 
required, please feel free to check our website 
http://www.middletonas.org/, and to contact 
Committee members.

Peter Lange

Singin’ in the choir at Whalley Abbey

The Choir Pits, or resonating chambers, at 
Whalley Abbey, near Blackburn, Lancashire, 
are a rare survival in Britain, and may be the 
only examples anywhere in the country which 
have been fully excavated and consolidated. 
The abbey church was begun in 1330, and the 
first mass said in it in 1380. 

The set of beautifully carved stalls comprised 
two facing rows, and a handful of further 
stalls at right angles, facing the altar, for the 
abbot, prior, and other dignitaries. After the 
Dissolution of 1537, twenty-two of the stalls 
were re-used in St Mary’s parish church, 
Whalley, where you can still see them today. 
They are inscribed “W.W.”, thought to be 
the initials of William of Whalley, who was 
abbot from 1415 to 1434. 

The misericords – the ‘perching’ seats 
for the monks – with carved depictions 
of ‘foolishness’ are fine examples. Eight 
further stalls from Whalley are in Blackburn 
Cathedral (previously a parish church), and 
two more, reputedly from here, are in St 
John’s Church, Holme-in-Cliviger. Uniquely 
in the North West, three of the misericords 
have inscriptions, and we know the name 
of the carver, Eatough, still quite a common 
surname in Lancashire. See the website  at  

University Archaeological Unit (LUAU), 
before limited consolidation work took 
place, funded by English Heritage. Twenty 
more years of weather and visitors have 
taken their toll, hence the need to conserve 
the pits again for the benefit of future 
generations. A programme of conservation 
works throughout the abbey site, and plans 
to enhance the visitor experience, have been 
formulated, but funding of these works 
remains a considerable challenge. The choir 
pits were considered to be the area of the 
ruins in most urgent need of repair, for 
reasons of both public safety and imminent 
loss of historic architectural fabric.

During the repairs in May to July 2012, 
carried out by Stone Edge Ltd., loose 
stones, soil, and mortar on the tops of the 
retaining walls were removed down to solid 
stonework, and decayed (mostly 1930s 
and 1990s) mortar raked-out to an agreed 
depth. Only one area (at the west end of 
the north pit) had to be taken down and 
completely re-built, giving some insight 
into the construction techniques employed. 
Soak-aways were drilled at the four corners 
of the pits to prevent flooding, which has 
been responsible for some of the damage. 
The archaeological record from 1991 was 
enhanced throughout the works by Nigel 
Neil of Neil Archaeological Services. Finds 
were sparse, but include sherds of medieval 

pottery and plain glazed floor tile, and a 
few iron objects.

 The single-face low walls which supported 
the wooden floors under the choir stalls 
were repaired with lime mortar and (where 
possible) with stones which had tumbled 
from them - identified from the LUAU 
drawings. The walls were raised to their 
original height using thin facing ‘slips’ 
from Catlow Quarry, near Nelson, and 
(except where taller 1930s walling was 
intact) the walls were then capped using 
thicker copings from Leeming’s Quarry, 
near Stonyhurst College. In the near future 
grass will be re-instated up to the back of 
the coping. In time, the appearance of 
the slips and coping will mellow, while 
allowing the boundary between original 
fabric and repair to be  discerned easily.

Nigel Neil

Recent Bronze Age Finds from 
Lancashire

This is probably an early Bronze Age 
anvil stone found recently in the Ribble 
Valley. It is reminiscent of the Early 
Bronze Age anvil stones from a smiths 
grave at Lunteren in the Netherlands. It 
is incredibly heavy for its size (too heavy 
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http: / /www.misericords.
co.uk/whalley.html for photos 
and more information.

The Choir Pits were 
excavated in the 1930s, 
unfortunately, without much 
of an archaeological record. 
A 1935 Ministry of Works 
drawing shows the positions 
of some of the slots for the 
floor joists. Stone-by-stone 
drawings were made in 1991, 
by the former Lancaster 

Choir pits interpretation

Whalley Abbey north west corner



for the finds scales) and shows evidence of 
continual impacts that appear deliberately 
placed. It is likely that the anvil was used in 
the production of gold items and copper alloy 
objects. The iron staining on the face of the 
stone is probably due to a close encounter 
with a plough at a much later date. The length 
is 72mm, width 60mm, thickness 45mm. 
It dates to between c2100 and c1500 BC.

Above is a cast copper alloy broken flanged 
chisel or small axe wood-working tool 
dating from the middle Bronze Age, 1500 
- 1150BC, and discovered in Pendle. The 
chisel flares outwards towards the cutting 
edge with no stop ridge but the broad faces 
of the haft slope up quite abruptly to meet 
the full thickness of the blade, the body 
has narrow flanges on either side of the 
body which itself narrows slightly from the 
centre towards the butt which is broken and 
missing. The flanged chisel is a precursor 
to the Palstave and shares similarities 
with NMS-894E92 on the database and 
though smaller may well be a similar 
transition piece spanning the early and 
middle Bronze Age 1600 - 1400BC. The 
length is 86mm, width 38mm, thickness 
is 17mm and the weight is 105.40g.

A cast copper alloy unlooped palstave axe 
probably dating to the Middle Bronze Age  
1300 to 1150BC, found near Pendle, is 
shown above. The axe is of unusual form 
and shares similarities with the Taunton 
metalwork assemblage and which Hotham 
related to the palstaves of the Acton Park 

metalwork assemblage to which it bears some 
resemblance. The axe is almost complete 
and is comparatively short with a length of 
only 125mm. The butt is slightly concave 
and has a width of 25mm. The flanges are 
flat, straight and parallel as far as the stop, 
with a width at the stop of 27mm. The 
blade is flaring 60mm wide with a bevelled 
facet probably as a result of hammering. 
The septum is straight, flat 58mm long 
with a slight slope to the butt where it has 
been damaged by an impact that also may  
have broken the edge of the butt. The axe 
has a brown patina with green colouration 
in patches and there is nick out of the blade 
facet on one side. The axe is 21mm wide and 
there are the traces of casting flashes on the 
flange facets. It is unclear whether the short 
blade is the result of deliberate manufacture, 
possibly for a specialised function or less 
likely, is the result of prolonged use and wear. 

The photo shows a copper axe of simple 
form dating to the very early Bronze Age 
or Copper Age dating 2250 BC to 1900 BC 
from Pendle. The axe is sub-rectangular 
in plan and the section gradually flares to 
the blade end with a narrow tapering sub-
rounded relatively thin butt. The axe is 
105mm in length and the blade is rounded 
measuring 48mm wide. The blade has a 
bevelled edge 4mm at its widest point, 
probably resulting from hammering the 
edge. There are no flanges, stop ridges, or 
evidence of any joints and it is probable that 
the axe was made using a one piece mould. 
The sides of the axe gently expand in width 
from the butt to the blade; in shape they are 
relatively straight. There is no evidence of 
the long edges being raised to form flanges 
and there is also no evidence of a median 
bevel (proto stop ridge). However, the axe 
is thickest at the mid point 12mm thick. This 
axe is characteristic of and appears to be a 
class 2 relating to the Migdale metalworking 
tradition as defined by Needham et al 
(1985). There is no evidence of any form 
of incised or cast decoration present on any 
surface of the axe. The axe is a mid green 
brown colour with a corroded patina. Where 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBANW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have to 
be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to this Newsletter are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of CBANW.

damage has occurred there is either a light 
green active corrosion present. The overall 
condition of the axe suggests that there 
has been limited movement in the soil.
The axe is similar on the PAS database to 
WMID-A44DC1 and shares similarities 
with BH-F6D7D5 and LVPL-48A638, 
DENO-64FC25, and YORYM-CF5126. 
These axes are of the earliest copper type 
often relating to an element of what has 
become known as the Beaker package. 

Reading:
Early Bronze Age hoards / by Stuart P. 
Needham, Andrew J. Lawson and H. Stephen 
Green. London 1985. ISBN - 0714113808 
(unbound) 

Stuart Noon, Finds Liason Officer, Portable 
Antiquities Scheme, Lancashire and 
Cumbria


