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affecting archaeological services in the 
last 12 months include Cheshire West and 
Chester, the City of York, and Teesside. 
A disproportionate number of these are 
concentrated in councils in the midlands 
and north.

A survey by ALGAO in February 2014 
provided figures for the 86 English local 
Authorities involved in archaeology 
provision. As of the 1st April 2014 local 
authority staff will have fallen by just 
under 12 per cent, the largest ever annual 
fall. The number of such posts, at 295, 
is now below 300 for the first time this 
century, having reached 410 posts in 
2005 and 401 in 2008. Although only 
representing around 7 per cent of the 
profession in England in 2012/13 they 
were responsible for enabling over £120 
million in archaeological project income 
for the heritage sector, covering around 
6000 projects, supporting over 60 percent 
of the c. 5500 professional archaeologists 
in Britain in 2013. 

This crisis is made worse by the 
uncertainty surrounding the future 
of English Heritage, recent cuts to 
university archaeology courses and 
departments, and cuts to the funding of 
local museums and art galleries. Thus, 
every professional sector of archaeology 
is being affected, which is why the All 
Parliamentary Party Archaeology Group 
has undertaken an enquiry into the future 
of local government archaeology planning 
advice. 82 organisations submitted 
written evidence in February and face-to-
face evidence was given in March, with a 
report due to be presented to the Culture 
Minister in May. Inexplicably the only 
sector not to give evidence was university 
archaeology, neither collectively nor 
individually, once again emphasising 
the growing disconnect with the rest of 

the sector, and in particular professional 
archaeology which the universities 
helped to found in the 1970s and 1980s.

The consequences of these local 
government cuts could be a two tier 
system, a north/south-east division in 
archaeological provision based upon 
wealth rather than need or importance. 
Does this matter? After all cuts are 
being made in schools, hospitals and 
social services budgets across England. 
Of course it does, it matters – because 
archaeology is a finite resource and its 
loss can’t be replaced. Archaeology is 
for all as it is about our shared historical 
journey, and such losses diminish our 
shared cultural heritage.

What can CBA North West members do? 
Highlight the importance of archaeology 
to your local council and MP whenever 
possible. Keep an eye on local planning 
applications that should include 
archaeology but don’t. Finally, lobby for 
the Historic Environment Record and 
the planning advice that goes with it to 
be made statutory.  

Mike Nevell

Discovering Cheshire’s Industrial 
Archaeology Part 1

From the 5th to the 10th September 
2014 the Association for Industrial 
Archaeology’s annual conference came to 
Chester. Six days of events including 23 
talks, 10 tours, three years of preparation 
and two conference publications. 

Since the mid-1970s, the AIA has 
been a major force in promoting the 
discipline of industrial archaeology and 
the understanding of the archaeology 
of industrial societies in the UK and 
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CBA North West 2014 Autumn Meeting

The next CBA North West meeting, ‘Castles 
to Castellations’ is to be held on Saturday 
8th November at the Grosvenor Museum 
in Chester. Full details and a booking form 
are enclosed with this Newsletter.

Merseyside Archaeological Society 
Conference 2014

A Conference entitled “The Archaeology 
of Merseyside: recent work in the region 
and beyond” is to be held on Saturday 
18th October 2014 at the Museum of 
Liverpool. A booking form and preliminary 
programme of speakers can be found at: 
http://merseysidearchsoc.weebly.com/
events-and-field-trips.html

Archaeology in Crisis

Archaeology in England is in the middle 
of its worst crisis ever according to Jane 
Greenville of the CBA. Speaking at 
the CBA winter meeting in London in 
February 2014 she highlighted the cuts 
in local authority budgets which make 
it possible that the provision of county 
archaeological services, established in the 
1970s and 1980s, may turn out to be just 
a generational phenomenon. This warning 
comes at a time when local councils have 
been setting their budgets for the financial 
year 2014/15.

One of the trends is the cutting of planning 
services, including archaeological planning 
advice and conservation officer posts. The 
announcement on the 4th March of budget 
cuts by North Yorkshire County Council 
that will include a reduction in the budget 
of the Waste and Countryside Services 
unit of £470,000 which encompasses 
archaeology is just the latest example. 
Other councils that have announced cuts 



beyond. One of the ways the Association 
has done this has been through its annual 
conference; a combination of themed seminar, 
regional talks, national awards, grant giving 
and regional study trips. Each conference is 
focussed upon a particular area providing an 
intensive study guide to a given region. Recent 
venues have included Cornwall, Cork, in the 
Irish republic, Essex, and Tayside in central 
Scotland. This year it’s the turn of Chester 
and the Cheshire region in an event hosted 
with the Council for British Archaeology 
North West Industrial Archaeology Panel. 

Cheshire is not an obvious place for studying 
the origins of the Industrial Revolution, 
although fans of Channel 4’s ‘The Mill’ TV 
drama series will know that the factory in 
question is Quarry Bank in northern Cheshire, 
the best preserved water-powered cotton 
spinning mill in Britain. Indeed Cheshire has 
some of the earliest cotton and silk factory 
sites in the world. Which is why, perhaps, the 
first Cheshire industrial site to be consciously 
treated as heritage and thus saved for future 
generations was Quarry Bank Mill. In 1939 
it, and the surrounding estate, was donated by 
Alexander Carlton Greg to the National Trust, 
although the mill remained in production 
until 1959. Nether Alderley Mill followed a 
few years later. This quaint water-powered 
corn mill with fabric from the 16th century 
had closed in 1939 but in 1950 it too was 
given to the National Trust, by the landowner 
Major J A Shelmerdine. Working around this 
time on the economic history of Cheshire 
was the noted economic historian and Crewe-
born William Henry Chaloner. He published 
a number of articles and monographs on 
Cheshire industrial subjects including a 1950 
monograph on the early industrial history 
of Crewe and an article on Cheshire’s iron 
masters during the late 17th and early 18th 
centuries.

However, proper study of Cheshire’s 
industrial archaeology had to await the 1960s. 
The first generation of North West industrial 
archaeologists included J Harold Norris, a 
champion of Cheshire’s industrial remains. A 
surveyor, auctioneer and valuer with a family 
firm in Manchester he joined the Lancashire 
and Cheshire Antiquarian Society in 1961. 
He served on the council alongside two other 
significant local pioneers of the discipline: 
Owen Ashmore and Victor Tomlinson. Norris 
was also a founder member of the Manchester 
Region Industrial Archaeology Society in 
1965. He was the first to study the remains 
of the county’s extensive water-powered corn 

mills and the article he published in 1966, 
in the Transactions of the Lancashire and 
Cheshire Antiquarian Society, is the first 
serious archaeological study of Cheshire’s 
industrial remains. The first extensive 
list of industrial archaeology sites within 
Cheshire was undertaken by Rhys 
Williams, county archaeologist and Oliver 
Bott, conservation officer, in the 1970s. 
The 1980s saw an upsurge in interest 
in the county’s industrial archaeology, 
beginning with the publication in 1982 of 
Owen Ashmore’s guide to the industrial 
archaeology of the post-1974 county. 
Further awareness of the importance of the 
county’s industrial archaeology was raised 
by the closure of the Anderton Boat lift 
due to corrosion in 1983. More positive 
was the purchase by Vale Royal Borough 
Council in 1986 of the Lion Salt Works 
which had just closed, thus avoiding its 
demolition, whilst in 1989 the Anson 
Engine Museum opened in Poynton. Most 
importantly, the East Cheshire Textile Mill 
Survey was undertaken, although it would 
be 1993 before it was finally published.

The 1990s saw the emergence of 
developer-funded archaeological work 
and a gradual increase in the excavation 
of archaeological sites in the county. The 
detailed survey and excavation of the 
water- and steam-power systems at Quarry 
Bank Mill for the National Trust probably 
marked the first time such features 
had been systematically excavated in 
Cheshire. It thus presaged the focus of 
developer-funded work on industrial sites 
in the North West in the 21st century. In 
the mid- to late 1990s Grosvenor Museum 
archaeologists excavated workers’ housing 
in Chester, the first time this had happened 
in Cheshire and again a foretaste of the 
way in which such houses would be dealt 
with in later years. Chester Archaeology 
Society also undertook the excavation, over 
several seasons, of the cheese warehouse 
on Sealand Road in Chester. Another 
pioneering survey in the 1990s was the 
Cheshire historic town survey, undertaken 
between 1997 and 2002. Controversially 
for the time this included studies of the 
towns in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries 
and thus their industrial archaeology.

Yet, the threats to Cheshire’s industrial 
archaeology are ably illustrated by the 
contrasting stories of two textile mills. 
Quarry Bank Mill, built in 1784 and the 
oldest working water-powered Arkwright-
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style mill in Britain, was donated to the 
National Trust as a working mill in 1939, 
thus retaining the integrity of the buildings. 
Although commercial production ceased in 
1959 the mill is now a working museum. 
The Old Mill, Congleton, was one of the 
oldest textile mills in Britain and it was 
partially demolished in 1939. The remaining 
two storeys, heavily altered but including an 
intact 1830s beam engine house, remained 
in use until in 2003 planning permission was 
granted to demolish the remaining structures. 
The archaeological dig associated with this 
redevelopment recorded the wheelpit and 
water system built to the designs of James 
Brindley, in the process emphasising the 
archaeological importance of the site. 
However, this did not stop apartments being 
built on the mill remains.

Mike Nevell

The Lister Steps Carnegie Community 
Hub

The Andrew Carnegie Library in Tuebrook, 
Liverpool was established with funding 
from an Andrew Carnegie grant, and 
opened in 1905.  The former library is a one-
storey redbrick built structure with yellow 
sandstone dressings and a roof which is 
constructed of a mixture of Westmorland 
and Welsh slate.   It has an impressive 
elevated lead dome over an octagonal turret 
tower which forms the entrance area with 
a stone pillared portico and an entrance 
headstone that reads ‘Andrew Carnegie 
Library’. The library was designed by 
Liverpool Corporation architect Thomas 
Shelmerdine who was responsible for a 
number of Liverpool’s branch libraries.  
The library originally contained a lending 
library and a number of reading rooms with 
a capacity to hold 13’609 volumes. 

One of the large reading rooms, Green 
Lane elevation



 Sadly, following health and safety concerns, 
the library closed in 2006 and has remained 
unoccupied since.  This vacancy has resulted 
in the building being subject to theft, 
vandalism and neglect.  Items stolen from the 
building include lead flashings, the glazing 
to roof lights and feature ridge tiles.  There 
has been substantial rainwater ingress which 
has severely damaged the timber structure 
and internal decorative plasterwork and 
joinery and dry rot is common throughout 
the building.  It is currently on the ‘at risk’ 
register and requires emergency holding 
works, which started in September 2014, to 
support and ventilate the building.

With support from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund this Grade II listed (List Entry Number 
1356361) building will be restored to its 
former grandeur by Lister Steps and become 
a hub for the local community and visitors to 
the Tuebrook area.  A period of community 
consultation has begun in order to develop 
the plans and gain an understanding of what 
services the local community and visitors 
want their ‘Hub’ to provide. 
 
If you would like to be added to the Lister 
Steps Carnegie Community Hub mailing list 
and be invited to events and be informed of 
project developments please e-mail Kerry.
Massheder-Rigby@listersteps.co.uk.  You 
can also have your say on the project 
by taking this short survey https://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/NPBB39Z and join 
the discussion at https://www.facebook.com/
listerstepscarnegiecommunityhub 

Kerry Massheder-Rigby

Rediscovering Radcliffe’s Cross

A fragment of the long-lost ancient cross at 
Radcliffe, Bury, has been rediscovered – in 
the local library’s cellar. Local historian 
Carol Kemp, who was born in the town and 
lived in the Top O’ Cross area of Radcliffe 
as a child, has been looking for the cross for 
years. The trail involved hunting through 
newspapers, council minutes, and old 
documents. The location was shown on the 
Ordnance Survey six inch map for the area in 
1850 at Top O’ Cross, although by the 1890s 
the next map described it as just the ‘site 
of’. An article in The Radcliffe Times from 
December 1938 recorded the donation of the 
cross to Radcliffe Borough Council, and gave 
a detailed description of the stone – two feet 
high and 16 inches across with a cross carved 
on one side. This description was crucial in 

relocating the stone, for during one of her 
many visits to Radcliffe Library Carol fell 
into conversation with librarian Julie Taylor, 
who mentioned that there was a stone in 
the basement of the building with a carved 
cross on it. Further investigation revealed 
that the stone was the same dimensions as 
the Radcliffe Times report and matched a 
further description in the Council minutes 
also from 1938.

Initial study of the stone has shown that 
the design (the upper part of a cross shaft 
with short arms and scallop-style edging 
decoration all  carved in relief on one face 
only) and the tooling on the other sides 
of the stone were consistent with a late 
medieval date for the object. This is not the 
complete cross, but rather a single panel 
from a larger composite structure. Precisely 
what happed to the rest of the cross structure 
between 1850 and 1938 is unclear – although 
local oral tradition suggests that part of the 
monument was incorporated into the garden 
walls of the houses around Top O’ Cross. 
It also seems likely that the cross fragment 
was stored in the Library cellar during the 
Second World War and was forgotten during 
this period.

The rediscovery comes at a time when there 
is a heightened awareness of Radcliffe’s 
history and archaeology due to the Radcliffe 
Heritage Project, an HLF funded scheme 
to improve Close Park and excavate and 
display Radcliffe Tower. The final resting 
place for the Radcliffe Cross fragment is 
unclear, although for the moment it is on 
display in the library.

Mike Nevell

The Rainford’s Roots community 
project comes to an end

Since January 2013, the Merseyside 
Archaeological Society has been 
investigating and shedding light on the 
early industrial history of the village of 
Rainford near St Helens, in Merseyside, as 
part of the ‘Rainford’s Roots community 
archaeology project’. The team has been 
busy over the summer months completing 
their excavations at Rainford library: a 
former public house and clay tobacco 
pipe workshop, processing the finds from 
digs, and writing up site reports.

Just over 3,500 volunteering hours have 
been donated to the project by local 
residents and students who have helped 
to uncover a wealth of evidence about 
the village’s early potting industry. A 
groundbreaking new collection of late 
medieval ceramics recovered from the 
community digs now takes pride of place 
in the regional archaeology collection 
of National Museums Liverpool. This 
collection of beautiful objects has already 
been on display several times and it is 
intended that it will in the future form a 
more permanent display in the Museum 
of Liverpool.
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The project has continued to host events 
and activities for the public. In August 
the project hosted a Tudor Craft day 
with people in costume demonstrating 
candle-making, weaving, dyeing, clay 
pipe-making, basket-making and much 
more. People were encouraged to make 
their own samples to take home. Just over 
300 visitors came to the event; one visitor 
noted “the event…was out of this world! 
My children and I had a wonderful time, 
the activities were really engaging and 
educational and fun.”

This autumn the community project comes 
to a close and the team would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everybody that 
has been involved and shown their support 

Radcliffe Cross Fragment

Pot Washing at Rainford



for the project. A book entitled “Rainford’s 
Roots: the archaeology of a village” will 
shortly be published to present the results of 
the project. This will be available through the 
Merseyside Archaeological Society. Later in 
the year a journal on the excavations carried 
out by the project will also be published by 
the Society, funded by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.

Sam Rowe

Two exceptional post-medieval Treasure 
finds from North Lancashire

Every year approximately 10-20 finds of 
archaeological Treasure are reported from 
the county of Lancashire. That includes 
single finds as well as larger coin hoards. 
This brief report discusses two exceptional 
gold artefacts from North Lancashire. One 
was discovered in 2012 (enamelled gold 
finger ring, Treasure Number 2012T859) 
and the other early in 2014 (enamelled gold 
hat badge, Treasure Number 2014T380).

Enamelled gold finger ring from 
Whittington

in cross section. Eight eight-petalled 
flowers alternate with eight semi-circular 
collars, that when attached to the ring 
make a D-shape. The flowers consist of a 
central square element, now missing the 
enamel, with four blue enamelled petals 
and four further petals, not enamelled. 
Of the collars only one has complete 
white enamel remaining. The unusual 
construction and design suggests a non-
English origin and maybe of Southern or 
Eastern European origin. Lancaster City 
Museum has acquired this finger ring for 
their post-medieval collection.

Enamelled gold badge from Quernmore

Dimensions: Length: 33.5 mm; Height: 
32 mm; Thickness: 0.1 mm; Weight: 
5.84 g. A beautifully enamelled, chased 
and embossed plaque from a mid-16th 
century hat badge depicting David slaying 
Goliath. Goliath, armoured, is the figure 
on the ground left, holding up his left arm 
in defence while David, wearing a short 
white dress is standing on the right, a sling 
in his left hand. There is what appears a 
soldier’s tent or possibly a city in the 
background. Richard Edgcumbe from the 
Victoria & Albert Museum suggests this 
is not a complete badge but only the front 
plaque. He explains that the clips on the 
back would have held the plaque onto a 
gold backing with a circular rim around 
it.  On the backing there would have been 
eyes/rings, often four, so that the badge 
could be sewn onto the fabric of the hat.  
Mr Edgcumbe further argues that there 
was a European fashion for hat badges 
for men, which extended from Italy to the 
English Court.  Old Testament subjects 
are well-known, not least in England. 
A complete hat badge with the same 
composite construction but depicting a 
different scene (Christ and the Woman of 
Samaria) is part of the British Museum’s 
collection (Acc. No. 1955,0507.1).
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBANW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have to 
be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to this Newsletter are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of CBANW.

Discussion
 
Both the finger ring and the hat badge are 
exceptional objects. They are unique in 
how they were made, their connections to 
the Continent and their rarity: there are no 
other post-medieval gold artefacts from 
England and Wales exactly like these. Their 
uniqueness suggests that they may have 
belonged to a wealthy North Lancashire 
nobleman who would have had connections 
to the Continent or else, a wealthy resident 
of North Lancashire who may have had 
important visitors from the Continent 
residing with him in the 17th century!

Dot Boughton: Finds Liaison Officer 
(Lancashire/Cumbria)

Dimensions: Diameter: 21.63mm; 
Thickness: 4.35mm; Height: 2.61mm; 
Weight: 1.8g. This is a beautiful composite 
gold finger ring dating to the 16th century 
AD. The frame/ base is made using a strip 
of gold sheet, rectangular in cross section, 
of which both edges have been turned at 
a right angle to create a small ridge which 
is slightly curved over the central element 
when complete. The gold strip is joined/ 
soldered on the underside so forming the ring 
and the flat smooth side becomes the inside 
surface of the ring. The outside surface now 
resembles a ‘trough’ within which the other 
components are assembled.

The decorative component of the ring has 
been assembled onto a gold strip, rectangular 

Whittington gold finger ring

Quernmore gold badge


