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carried out to build the SMR from 1977 
until the mid 1980s.

The designated heritage assets (Listed 
Buildings, Scheduled Monuments, etc.) 
of Merseyside will also be included in 
the HER. Incorporating this information 
offers an opportunity to ensure they 
are correctly recorded, to maximise 
our knowledge about the historic 
environment and to develop the HER 
into a comprehensive and reliable digital 
resource.

Subsequently, all data generated by 
archaeological excavations in recent 
decades (currently generally only 
available as grey literature reports 
produced by archaeological contractors) 
will be processed and incorporated into 
the HER. Following the completion 
of that stage, there will be a number of 
enhancement projects targeting specific 
site types or information sources to 
improve the coverage, accuracy and detail 
of the HER. There is therefore a three to 
five year plan for the development of the 
HER.

Once the service is established there 
will be opportunities for volunteering: 
assisting in the data cleaning, research and 
enhancement work on the HER. Further 
details will be made available once this 
becomes possible. We will also want to 
hear from local societies and researchers, 
to incorporate their findings and to work 
with them in developing the HER as a 
resource for them to use.

The HER is intended to be used as 
a resource to ensure archaeological/
historic environment concerns are 
featured in the planning process. Getting 
the information currently held on paper 
into a modern digital database is the 

important first step in this process. Until 
the digitisation process is completed it 
will not be possible to easily assist in any 
research or general interest enquiries. 
Eventually, however, the resource will 
be made publically available online via 
the Heritage Gateway website (http://
www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/). 
There is an interim charging policy for 
commercial enquiries. The HER service 
can be contacted via Merseyside.HER@
eas.sefton.gov.uk.

Dr Ben Croxford
Historic Environment Record Officer
Merseyside Environmental Advisory 
Service

Rainford’s Roots project update

Over the winter the Rainford’s Roots 
community project has been focusing 
on processing the finds, researching, 
and archiving the reports from fieldwork 
carried out in 2013. Four excavations 
and one building recording, as well as 
a lot of historic research equals a lot of 
paperwork! The team has had fantastic 
support and assistance from volunteers 
who have helped to process the material 
uncovered in the field.

Rainford library artefacts – clay tobacco 
pipes

Last August the team excavated the back 
garden of Rainford library; the site of 
a former clay tobacco pipe workshop. 
The team has been working to get the 
clay pipes from the site catalogued 
and researched. Over 8,000 clay pipes 
have now been catalogued from this 
one site alone and have revealed a lot 
about the local cottage industry. One 
of our volunteers spent a week with us 
researching the clay pipes and wrote a 
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CBA North West 2014 Spring Meeting

The CBA North West 2014 Spring meeting 
will be held on Saturday 10th May at  the 
Fuselier Museum in Bury town centre. 
The meeting is entitled ‘From Turrets to 
Trenches’. Details of the programme and 
further information, including a registration 
form, are enclosed with this Newsletter  
and will also be made public shortly via 
our web site:
http://www.archaeologyuk.org/cbanw/
CBANW_meetings_intro.html .

The Merseyside Historic Environment 
Record Reopens

The Merseyside Historic Environment 
Record (HER) began as the Sites and 
Monuments Record (SMR) in 1977. It 
was intended to be a county record for 
all known archaeological sites and to 
record archaeological work and new 
discoveries. It was hosted by National 
Museums Liverpool until the closure of 
the Merseyside Archaeological Advisory 
Service in 2011. From April 2014 the 
HER will be maintained and operated by 
the Merseyside Environmental Advisory 
Service. There is a newly appointed 
Historic Environment Record Officer, Dr 
Ben Croxford, who will be dedicated to 
the digitisation and enhancement of the 
HER, the first time the HER will have had 
such a post. There will also be an HER 
Project Officer, funded by a grant from 
English Heritage, who will be in post for 
two years to assist with the process. The 
first task will be to digitise the old paper 
records of the SMR. These consist of about 
10,000 entries covering sites, findspots and 
later buildings dating from the Mesolithic 
to the 18th century, with some coverage of 
industrial and Second World War sites. This 
information was largely collated during 
the Archaeological Survey of Merseyside, 



blog on her experiences, which is available 
to view on the project website http://www.
rainfordsroots.com/blog.html.

Clay tobacco pipes were made in huge 
numbers throughout the industrial period 
and were discarded frequently as they broke 
very easily. Rainford was a significant centre 
for the manufacture of clay pipes from the 
early 17th century and a large quantity of 
fragments have been discovered through 
chance finds and excavations in the village. 

Clay pipes are not always the most exciting 
finds on digs, but they are great for dating sites 
and give an insight into local manufacturing 
practises. Pipes recovered from Rainford 
library date from the mid 18th century up 
to the early 20th century and cover the span 
of known industrial activity on the site. 
The assemblage also contains pipes with 
stamped maker’s marks which can help us 
to identify the individual maker of a pipe. A 
catalogue of decoration and bowl types has 
been established for the Rainford library site, 
which can be used as a reference guide for 
future investigations and will also form an 
important part of the finds report. 

Recent events

Behind the scenes museum tours

Getting volunteers involved in post-
excavation activities on the project has 
given them an insight into the time and 
resources required to process material 
once work on site is complete. The project 
team recently ran ‘behind the scenes’ tours 
of the archaeology stores at the Museum 
of Liverpool, where people got a chance 
to see the collections that are not currently 
on public view, and to handle some of 
the items in the Regional Archaeology 
Collection, including material from 
Rainford, Prescot, Eccleston, and Buckley 
in North Wales. 

Wirral History and Heritage Fair
 
The project hosted a stall at the Wirral 
History and Heritage Fair on Saturday 
1st March. Over 70 local groups and 
societies were present and hundreds of 
people attended on the day which was a 
great success. The project stall had recent 
finds on display from Rainford, including 
pottery and clay tobacco pipes. MAS 
Journals were also sold.
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Two exhibitions of finds from Rainford 
will take place this July for the Festival of 
Archaeology: one exhibition will take place 
in Rainford library, and the other will be in 
the Museum of Liverpool. More details will 
be available nearer the time on our website.

More heritage walking tours around the 
historic village of Rainford will be taking 
place this summer. If your group or society 
would like to book a tour, please contact the 
project. Tours are free and walks range from 
easy to moderate terrain.

Elizabethan Extravaganza! Rural Tudor 
craft day - Saturday 2nd August

The project team are running an event on 
Saturday 2nd August at Rainford Parish 
Hall. Rainford’s Roots invites you to 
attend ‘Elizabethan Extravaganza’; a rural 
Elizabethan craft fair. The event is free and 
everyone is welcome (costume optional!).  
Take part in traditional crafts such as candle 
making and spinning, meet costumed 
Elizabethans and musicians, sample food 
and drink of the day, listen to a wise woman 
share stories of myth and folklore and hold 
birds of prey.  All this and much more…

Get in touch

Rainford’s Roots is always looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers to help out with the 
project. You can contact us:
By email rainfordsroots@gmail.com or 
telephone 0151 4784560

Up to date information including the latest 
project news and volunteer blog posts can be 
found on our website www.rainfordsroots.
com 

Sam Rowe 

The Ardmaddy Wishing-Tree Project -
Money really does grow on trees…

The Ardmaddy Wishing-Tree is an example 
of a coin-tree: a tree which has been 
embedded with coins. It’s a hawthorn on 
Ardmaddy Estate, Argyll, which died and 
fell in the 1990s, and since then has lain 
within a wooden enclosure in a narrow pass 
known as Bealach na Gaoithe: the ‘pass 
of the winds’. It’s called the Wishing-Tree 
because local tradition claims that if you 
push a coin into its bark, your wish will be 
granted. Judging by the number of coins 
embedded in this tree, hundreds of people 

Excavation at Rainford library, August 2013.
(c) National Museums Liverpool

Sample of decorated clay pipes from Rainford 
library dig.
(c) National Museums Liverpool

On Tuesday 11 March the project team 
were at Rainford library, teaching people 
the various aspects of finds processing 
including how to mark finds and how 
to take impressions from stamped clay 
tobacco pipes. There was a great turn 
out, and a photographer from the local 
newspaper attended.
 
Upcoming spring and summer events

The project will be at Cheshire Archaeology 
Day on Saturday 26th April at Winsford 
Lifestyle Centre. Talks will take place on 
local archaeology and there will be book 
stalls and local societies present.

Sam Rowe, Project Officer, showing 
people finds from the local area.
(c) National Museums Liverpool



have made their wishes here over the years. 

People in Britain have been attaching all 
sorts of objects to trees since Celtic times. 
Some people hoped that the custom would 
heal them: they’d tie rags to branches of trees 
believing that as the rag decayed, their illness 
would fade. In Scotland, these are called 
clootie wells. People would also hammer 
pins or nails into the barks of trees, hoping 
that their illness would pass from them into 
the tree; this was usually done as a cure for 
toothache. Sometimes these trees would be 
standing next to holy springs or wells, and 
people would drink from them, believing the 
water could cure them too. 

No literary sources have been found which 
refer to the Ardmaddy Wishing-Tree, and 
so we don’t know much about its history or 
age. Hawthorns live 100-150 years, so it may 
have been there since the mid-1800s. Local 
residents can remember hammering coins 
into the tree during the 1950s, but it’s widely 
believed that the custom has been going a lot 
longer than that.

Archaeologists from the University of 
Manchester wanted to know exactly how 
old this custom was. So, supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, in September 2013 a 
team of them went up and did a small-scale 
excavation around the tree. 6 test pits were 
dug and 691 coins were uncovered. They’d 
probably fallen out of the tree and been 
buried over time. The earliest coin found 
was 1 penny piece from 1914 and the latest 
was a 5p from 2013 – so nearly 100 years are 
represented by these coins.

There are similar coin-trees in England, but 
these don’t boast a century of use, most of 
them having first been ‘coined’ in the 1990s 
or 2000s. But their modernity hasn’t affected 
the quantity of coins they contain – some of 
them are so heavily coined that they look more 

metal than wood. There are quite a few in 
the North-West: Aira Force, Tarn Hows, and 
Grizedale Forest in Cumbria; Brock Bottom 
in Lancashire; Bolton Abbey, Ingleton, 
and Malham in Yorkshire; and Dovedale 
and Padley Gorge in Derbyshire. All are 
accessible to the public and impossible 
to miss if you follow the main footpaths. 
And maybe these younger coin-trees will 
one day find themselves the focus of future 
archaeological excavations. 

Contacts
For information about the Ardmaddy 
Wishing-Tree Project, visit www.
cerihoulbrook.wordpress.com, or contact 
ceri.houlbrook@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk

For information about the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, visit www.hlf.org.uk

Ceri Houlbrook

Whitworth Park: Pleasure, Play and 
Politics

Exhibition: 24 May 2014 - 5 October 2014
Free Entry
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Cities@Manchester, The Robert Kiln 
Charitable Trust and the Council for British 
Archaeology.

This exhibition will examine and explore 
how the role of Manchester’s Whitworth 
Park has changed over time. The displays are 
the result of a local archaeology project and 
the myriad of objects reflect the important 
role that the park has played for the local 
community over the years. Whitworth Park: 
Pleasure, Play and Politics will appeal to 
those with an interest in social and local 
history and reveal some surprising secrets 
about this popular city park.

This exhibition tells the story of Whitworth 
Park on Oxford Road in Manchester and 
presents the fascinating discoveries that 
came to light during the recent community 
archaeology and history project. The 
project involves a wide range of local 
people, Friends of Whitworth Park and 
students and staff from the University of 
Manchester. The finds reveal the story of a 
very popular Victorian and Edwardian park 
that was an integral feature of Whitworth 
Art Gallery when it opened in 1890. Of 
particular interest are the children’s toys 
dropped in the boating lake/paddling pool 
and recovered by archaeologists over one 
hundred years later. Other finds shed light 
on the relationship between the behaviour 
expected of visitors to the park and what 
happened in reality. 

The exhibition reveals the full range of 
attractions offered by the park including 
bandstand, boating lake, statues, drinking 
fountains and formal planting schemes. 
Although many of these features have 
now disappeared the park is still a rich 
centre of biodiversity in the city. The 
community archaeology project supports 
the campaign led by The Friends of 
Whitworth Park and the redevelopment 
of Whitworth Art Gallery in stimulating 
excitement about the park and its future.

Kathryn Box

Manchester YAC activities

During the winter, YAC’s activities have 
been confined to the Manchester Museum 
and its immediate surroundings. However 
we have still had a very interesting time. 
In November, we considered Faces and 
Places at the Museum, looking at the 
Roman Egyptian Mummy portraits with 
the Curator of Egyptology, Campbell 
Price, and the Koma figurines from 
northern Ghana that are part of a temporary 
exhibition in the Museum.

December saw the annual end of year 
party in the Museum, when the members 
were challenged to come as their favourite 
archaeologist or piece of archaeology. We 
had a tremendous range of ideas, from a 
couple of Howard Carters, the Rosetta 
Stone, and even the earth we dig in. We 
then played historical board games and 
ate food from different eras, though the 
children seemed disappointed there were 
no roast dormice.
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The Armaddy Wishing Tree

Whitworth Park. (Image courtesy of Bruce 
Anderson).



January and February saw us in military 
mode. First the children made Roman shields; 
we managed to work out how a testudo 
operated and Bryan Sitch demonstrated 
Roman army tactics using his highly 
detailed model soldiers. February was more 
sombre as we considered war memorials, 
first by looking at the University’s own 
war memorial in the Old Quad behind the 
Museum and then looking at photographs 
YAC members had sent in of war memorials 
that meant something to them. One member 
also brought in some examples of trench art 
his parents had collected, and we examined 
the Museum’s example of a “dead man’s 
penny”.

However, we expect to be out a lot more 
in the coming months. By the time you 
read this, the YAC will already have been 
on their first dig, thanks to the Dig Greater 
Manchester project, in Cheetham Park, 
Stalybridge, and in April, they will be 
exploring Alderley Edge with the Mesolithic 
in mind. The Mesolithic will be a recurring 
theme this year, as, later in the summer 
and tides permitting, we hope to go out to 
Formby and look for footprints.

Clare Pye

A rare Early Iron Age socketed bronze 
axe from Wrenbury cum Frith, Cheshire

Discoveries of cast copper-alloy socketed 
axes of Late Bronze Age date (c. 1000-
800BC) are not rare: there are numerous 
examples on the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme’s database, both single finds and as 
part of Late Bronze Age metalwork hoards. 
Bronze socketed axes of Early Iron Age date 
(c. 800-600BC), however, are much less 
numerous. Normally, no more than one or 
two are found each year and recorded on the 
PAS database. In 2013 only two specimens 
were discovered by metal detectorists; one 
from Leicestershire (LEIC-1ED197) and 
the other one from near Wrenbury cum Frith 

in Cheshire, which was recorded under the 
database ID WMID-B87DC3. Both axes 
are quite similar and typologically part of 
the Early Iron Age “Sompting” group of 
socketed axes, Variant Cardiff II. 

The axe from Wrenbury cum Frith is sub-
rectangular in plan with a flared convex 
cutting edge and a square socket with one 
larger upper mouth moulding. The axe 
measures 120.4mm in length with its blade 
being 61.2mm wide and it weighs 414.7 
grams. The current depth of the socket 
is 53.5 mm. The axe has a mid-brown 
colour with an even, smooth patina which 
covers most surfaces. Abrasion, caused 
by movement whilst within the plough 
soil, has resulted in a loss of some of the 
original surface detail. The top edge of 
the socket shows little evidence of casting 
jets that have been trimmed flush with the 
socket mouth. The irregular casting flashes 
along the sides suggest that the mould has 
slipped slightly during the casting process. 
The swollen moulded collar of the socket is 
relatively wide and varies in thickness along 
its length. The loop is well preserved and 
relatively small and wide with an irregular 
lentoid shaped cross section. It is set in a 
low position on the axe being set beneath the 
collar in line with the horizontal moulding. 
The horizontal cast moulding is present 
on both faces and the edges of the axe; 
however this is better preserved on one face. 
From this moulding, on each face, three 
parallel longitudinal ribs descend. The ribs 
are complete and taper along their length 
terminating approximately two thirds of the 
length of the axe. Two of the ribs terminate 
in a flat pellet. 

Early Iron Age socketed axes of Sompting 
Type are rare finds in the North West, the 
Midlands and North Wales and there are only 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBANW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have to 
be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to this Newsletter are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of CBANW.

two other axes of Type Sompting, Variant 
Cardiff II from Cheshire (from Ellesmere 
Port and Winwick). All three known 
Cheshire axes bear a similar decoration with 
long ribs terminating in pellets, but the axe 
from Winwick also displays a rare herring 
bone ornament between the ribs.

The dating of Sompting axes into the Early 
Iron Age (rather than the Late Bronze Age) 
is certain, as several of these axes were 
discovered in association with very early 
iron tools (tanged sickles and spearheads) 
in the Early Iron Age hoard from Hindon, 
Wiltshire (WILT-9439A7; Treasure Number 
2012T46).

Dot Boughton, FLO (Cumbria and 
Lancashire)

Roman Shields in the Museum.

Early Iron Age socketed bronze axe.


