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September and October 2015. The final 
dig was a flagship excavation of six 
weeks at Buile Hill Park in Salford. The 
excavation further investigated the 18th 
and 19th century remains associated 
with the Hart Hill estate, which were 
partially uncovered during the 2013 
evaluation dig. 

Hart Hill was built in 1859 for James 
Dugdale, merchant, and comprised a 
house in an Elizabethan style adjoined 
on the west by service rooms, a 
glasshouse and conservatory, and a 
yard and coach houses. Census returns 
show that the house was completed by 
1861 when James Dugdale was listed 
here at the head of a household which 
included more than a dozen servants. 
The house built by James Dugdale 
replaced an earlier substantial residence, 
shown on a map of 1815 as the property 
of a Mr Simpson. The Simpsons had 
been involved with the construction of 
Manchester’s first purpose built cotton 
spinning mill, Arkwright’s Mill, on 
Shudehill in the early 1780s. 

This earlier mansion was situated in 
wooded grounds and by the 1840s was 
approached via a lodge on Eccles Old 
Road. In the census of 1841 the house 
was occupied by Thomas Trueman, 
merchant, while an Anne Jenkle, 
gatekeeper, presumably lived at the 
lodge. This residence in turn probably 
replaced an earlier farm, for ‘Harts 
Hill’ is mentioned in the Eccles parish 
registers as early as the 17th century. 
The 2015 excavation targeted three 
areas; the eastern extent of the family 
wing of Hart Hill House; the stables, 
coach house and workshop structures at 
the western extent of the site; and finally 
the remains of the earlier 18th century 
residence. 

In Trench 1 we found the brick-built 
remains of the cellars of the family wing 
of the 1859 hall. After cleaning and 
photography a few intriguing features 
were noted including monumental 
brickwork suggesting a rather 
impressive looking front of building. 
Elsewhere in the cellars there was a 
blocked fireplace and evidence that 
some partition walls had been removed.

Trench 2 looked at the remains of the 
Conservatory, Gardener’s Planting 
House and the Farriers Workshop. Most 
striking was the large and impressive 
drain complex revealed amongst 
the foundations and cobbled surface 
outside these buildings. The cobbles 
did not quite meet the walls, and it 
turned out that these belonged to the 
pre-1859 landscape and were truncated 
by the new build. There was also some 
evidence for robbed-out earlier walls 
on the edge of the cobbles and a brick 
wall on a different alignment from the 
1859 material which might relate to the 
earlier Hart Hill House.

The most exciting find, though, was in 
Trench 3. This revealed several brick 
walls which belonged to the 1859 
Coach Houses and Harness Room. But 
there was also the remains of robbed-
out walls for an earlier structure. Most 
surprisingly, we also located and 
half-sectioned a deep waste pit, over 
1.2m deep and over 1.5m wide, which 
appears to have acted as Hart Hill’s 
own personal landfill. Most of the finds 
from the dig have come from here and 
we appear to have a cross section of 
household rubbish from a high status 
site spanning the 1860s to the 1920s. 
The hundreds of finds included dinner 
plates, tea cups, ointment jars and 
stoneware marmalade jars. As this is 
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CBA  North West Spring Conference

The CBA NW 2016 Spring Conference 
will be held at Staining Village Hall on 7th 
May. The title is “New Light on Medieval 
Archaeology in the North West - A review 
of recent work in the region”. Details of 
the programme and a booking form are 
enclosed with this Newsletter.

Merseyside Archaeological Society 
Conference

On the weekend of 7-9th October 
Merseyside Archaeological Society 
will host a Conference at Liverpool 
Museum. The event will celebrate the 
40th Anniversary of the Society and is 
provisionally titled “Past Forward - 40 
Years of Merseyside Archaeology”. 
Further details will be available in due 
course and on the Society web-site. http://
merseysidearchsoc.weebly.com

DGM at Buile Hill Park 2015: the final 
dig

After four years in the field the excavation 
phase of the Dig Greater Manchester 
community project came to an end in 

 Buile Hill Park excavation



a sealed assemblage from a single site we 
have a very rare opportunity to look in 
detail at the waste from just one household 
over a span of half a century. A parting 
archaeological present from Dig Greater 
Manchester.

The project now moves into its final phase 
of report and article writing, exhibition 
(we have already had a small display in 
Manchester Museum’s new temporary 
gallery space) and publication, with a final 
end of project conference in autumn 2016.

Michael Nevell, University of Salford

A site near Hattersley, Tameside 

In 2015, a farmer planting potatoes 
discovered some flints and contacted 
Tameside Archaeological Society (TAS). An 
assessment indicated that three pieces were 
previously worked by humans in prehistory. 
One of these suggested an early Neolithic 
date. A field survey indicated several large 
platforms within the field. The landowners 
granted TAS  permnission to investigate the 
sites archaeological potential.

Topographically, the site occupies 
an elevated position on a slight ridge 
descending from a hill at the end of a small 
valley. It is 10 miles east of Manchester 
on land between 150m to 250m above 
sea level. The geology is mainly glacial 
sands and gravel with some boulder clay 
and small outcrops of coal at the edge of 
the Lancashire coalfield. The locality has 
potential with known unexcavated cairns in 
the area. Excavations within 1km of the site 
by TAS 10 years previously discovered a pit, 
some ad hoc flint finds of an undetermined 
period (Ron Cowell), an obsidian bead of 
probable Iron age date (Dr Elizabeth Healey) 
and a ceramic faience bead probably Bronze 
age (Andy Towle), presently with Dr Alison 
Sheridan. Philip Day undertook a ground 
radar survey revealing the evidence of a 
ditch. This provides the back drop for the 
new site.

Methods employed were a geophysical 
assessment which is still ongoing using both 
Geoscan resistivity and gradiometer survey. 
A test pitting strategy in the section of the 
field closest to the chance finds was adopted 
to test the geophysical anomalies. The silica 
tools discovered by excavation include a 
narrow blade technology, with microliths  
and scrapers. 

An evaluation of initial test pit lithics 
suggests that the predominant tool 
manufacturing process was in the late 
mesolithic period (Dr Andrew Myers). 
However, there is sufficient evidence to 
indicate that this is a multi-phase site 
with a probable hafted hammer stone, 
one early neolithic arrowhead, a  Guido 
Group 6 glass bead of Iron age to Roman 
date but the Anglo-Saxon period is also 
being considered  along with a series of  
features of unknown provenance.
The area of greatest flint concentration 
and two significant features are being 
investigated in an evaluation  trench 
(presently 14m x 3m) which is ongoing. 
Presently the trench has not revealed any 
significant concentrations of silica tools 
within any one context.

TAS has previously been excavating 
late Mesolithic upland sites at 400m 
(Irontongue) and 300m (Boar Flat) 
suggesting a strong phase of activity in 
the uplands of Tameside. The outcome of 
the present trench will provide a basis for 
future research for this area. Plans are to 
complete this evaluation phase in 2 to 3 
months.

Kevin Wright, Chair, Tameside 
Archaeological Society.
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Greater Manchester Medieval 
Graffiti Survey (shortened to Greater 
Manchester Graffiti Survey GMGS)

Inspired by the Norfolk Medieval Graffiti 
survey set up by Mathew Champion in 
2010 our project aims to recruit, train 
and support a wide range of volunteers 
and groups to undertake the recording 
of a diverse range of deliberately made 
marks within the pre-1700  buildings of 
the Greater Manchester Area . This range 
of buildings has been chosen to cover any 
surviving medieval buildings and the more 
commonly surviving buildings of the mid-
16th to late-17th centuries. The period saw 
major social and economic upheavals along 
with profound change in religious beliefs 
and practices which may be reflected in the 
graffiti we find.

A large-scale survey project such as 
the GMGS can only come into being 
and succeed with the involvement of 
volunteers. From the beginning one 
aim of the project has been to bring 
together different groups within the area 
including local government, professional 
organisations, researchers, families and 
interested societies. In particular we want 
to make the project open to volunteers 
at any stage including the recording, 
archiving, interpreting and dissemination 
of information. As a more accessible 
alternative to traditional fieldwork GMGS 
can open up archaeology and local heritage 
to new audiences and help groups and 
individuals develop new skills.  

The original project in Norfolk has 659 
surviving medieval churches to explore.  
By comparison our area, which covers the 
ten unitary bodies that make up Greater 
Manchester, has around 400 buildings  
(including churches) with elements 
constructed before1700. For this reason 
while there is an initial focus on churches 
we aim to consider all buildings of the 
period in our area. Though the GMGS is 
hoping to identify medieval graffiti the 
nature of the building stock in the region 
means we will be encountering mainly 
Reformation/early modern material. It 
is not just graffiti that we are looking at 
but the full range of marks that might 
be found including carpenters’ marks, 
masons’ marks, Baltic timber marks and 
burn marks along with other apotropaic 
(protective) marks. The importance of 
recording burn marks is underlined by 

 Guido Group 6 glass bead



recent research by John Dean and Nick Hill 
2014 which suggests that many burn marks 
are deliberate, probably done as a form of 
protection, but they are seldom, if ever, 
recorded. The aim of recording such a broad 
range of marks is to expand the typology 
being developed by the Norfolk project and 
enable a regional picture to be constructed. 

The marks in buildings represent different 
aspects of the lives of the people who 
built and occupied them and are a means 
of understanding how they related to the 
buildings in which they lived and worked. 
Marks are made for a variety of reasons all 
of which add to the story of the buildings 
and its occupants. It is important that 
those recording and interpreting a building 
understand the range of marks they may 
find and do not misinterpret marks made as 
part of the construction process for other 
more personal marks. The best way of doing 
this is to have a good reference record with 
many different examples. 

A regional record will provide a sound base 
for analysis and interpretation. The aim 
is for the images and data collected to be 
added directly to the Greater Manchester 
Historic Environment Record. A catalogue, 
original record sheets and image archive 
will kept by the project and eventually it is 
hoped to add the data to the national graffiti 
database being developed by other projects.

GMGS is currently at the planning and 
development stage.  As a part of this we are 
working with Greg Forester the recently 
retired Rector of St Wilfrid’s Northenden 
and the South Manchester Archaeology 
Research Team (SMART) to trial our 
methodologies.

St Wilfrid’s Church is typical of the Greater 
Manchester area.  There has probably been 
a church on the site since before Domesday 
but the current building was constructed 
between 1873-6. The later medieval building 
that was in a very poor state of repair 
was demolished in 1873. The Victorian 
rebuilding came across evidence for at least 
two probable previous structures. The one 
element that was not demolished was the 
late-14th or early-15th century west tower 
which may have originated in the 13th 
century. 

With this amount of demolition and 
rebuilding we were not expecting to come 
across marks of any significance. However, 

the results of the survey surprised us. 
The church still contains some medieval 
architectural fragments retrieved during 
repairs and rebuilds along with two wooden 
screens that came from the demolished 
building. The Victorian nave, aisles, 
chancel and vestry had no marks of any 
significance but the tower was a very 
different case. We found at least three 
different masons’ marks from the medieval 
period and a compass drawn design that 
may also be medieval. Alongside these 
were some protective marks, probably 
dating to the Reformation, and dates 
that appear to be from the 1600s. An 
architectural drawing scratched into 
plaster almost certainly pre-dates the 1873 
demolition while a range of other dates 
and initials come from the 19th and 20th 
centuries.

Our most exciting find was a large number 
of engravings on the lead of the roof of 
the tower. Engravings on lead roofs are 
known from other churches, castles and 
stately homes but apart from recording 
prior to repairs or replacement there do not 
seem to be many, if any, in-depth studies 
undertaken. The engravings at Northenden 
fit into the pattern seen elsewhere with 
hand and footprints dominating. These are 
usually interpreted as being cut by roofers 
and steeple jacks and the occasional visitor. 
The sheer numbers of engravings that are 
being found on old lead roofs suggest that 
other interpretations might be needed. We 
have not yet been able to count the number 
of engravings at Northenden but there are 
probably well over a hundred separate 
images.

The Northenden engravings are primarily 
footprints with hand prints but there are at 
least 3 knives and a wheel barrow along 
with many names, dates and initials. The 
earliest date on the lead at Northenden is 
1774 which is on an official plaque set up 
by, and naming, the church wardens at the 
time. It was always thought that the lead 
was replaced at this date. However, a close 
look at the engravings shows that some of 
the lead panels have been lifted and turned. 
This is indicated by engravings that are 
cut off at the edge of panels and by a least 
two major re-alignments at 90 degrees to 
each other. If some lead was reused in 1774 
then there is the potential that some of the 
engravings could be earlier than that date. 
The wide range of shoe types visible within 
the footprints seen in the Northenden 

engravings might give a means of dating 
the engravings as sole patterns and 
shapes changed with the fashions. It is 
hoped that members of SMART will be 
able to undertake a detailed survey of the 
engravings later in the year. 

Our preliminary results at Northenden 
have shown us that even with a building 
that has had many alterations and 
major demolition it is still possible 
for significant graffiti to survive. This 
is especially true of the lead on roofs 
which is under considerable threat 
from the need to repair and increasing 
thefts.  Recording is vital if the full 
range of marks in and on buildings is to 
be identified and interpretation of their 
meaning attempted.

GMGS is at the development stage and 
we hope to launch in late spring 2016 
with a web site and contact details.

Carolanne King

Manchester Young Archaeology Club

Over this winter, The Young Archaeology 
Club has been keeping warm, meeting at 
the Manchester Museum. 

During 2015, we did quite a bit about 
the Tudors. In November, we considered 
Tudor dress and made some Elizabethan 
ruffs. Some of these were worn the next 
month at our December Tudor feast. 
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 Handprints and footprints along with 
a date of 1827 © Andy Coutts



We could not manage roast peacock, so 
Kerry made some cupcakes to represent 
the eyes in a peacock’s tail and the children 
fashioned a head and neck from marzipan. 
The rest of the food was all cooked using 
Tudor type ingredients and methods.

This year we are going a-Viking. We have  
already looked at Runes, written our names 
and a few good curses (written backwards 
for extra effect). We have also tried our 
hands at some Viking crafts, including 
tablet weaving and other textiles. We have 
all concluded that surviving as a Viking 
was a lot more difficult than it looked.

We are also intending to get out and get 
involved with the Greater Manchester 
Graffiti Project. We hope to go to Nether 
Alderley and try and investigate both the 
National Trust mill and St Mary’s Church. 
Cheshire looks as if it will be a fruitful 
place for us this year, as we also hope to 
get involved with a community dig that 
Salford Archaeology is running in the 
county - we can’t say more, as Salford 
have yet to publish details of what they are 
doing.

And no doubt YAC will be enjoying 
a special view of Rediscovering the 
Neanderthal at the Manchester Museum 
when the exhibition opens on April 22nd.

Clare Pye

A Clay Pipe from Rufford

This incomplete clay pipe was found in 
the parish of Rufford, West Lancashire 
by a member of the public in December 
2015. The object is of modern date, AD 
1820-1850 and consists of the bowl of a 
clay pipe and a small fragment of the stem. 
The mouth of the bowl is incomplete due 
to recent damage and is decorated with a 
circumferential ridge where visible. There 

is a small round spur at the base of the 
bowl measuring 4mm in length which 
is incomplete. The bowl has an internal 
diameter of 16.5mm.

The back of the bowl facing the smoker 
is decorated with a shield within which 
are the letters JM. Scalloped decoration 
comprising of five moulded ridges with 
rounded terminals run the length of the 
bowl on each side with the furthest from 
the smoker being the longest, gradually 
getting shorter as they get nearer the 
smoker. There is a line of stars above 
the scalloped decoration and there also 
appears to be the remains of a symbol 
mark comprising a single star on each 
side of the spur. The remaining stem 
measures 10mm in length, 8mm in width 
and the stem bore has an internal diameter 
of 3mm.

Dr David Higgins comments: Stylistically 
the pipe bowl dates from around 1820-
50 and it was almost certainly made by 
a member of the Morgan family, since 
the Morgans were one of the principal 
pipemaking families in Liverpool during 
the early nineteenth century. Furthermore, 
this mark has previously been recorded 
from Liverpool and there are not any 
other recorded Liverpool pipemakers 
with the initials JM who are not members 
of this family. If the bowl was made 
by one of the Morgans, then it is likely 
to date from the 1820s or early 1830s, 
since the family appears to have given 
up pipemaking by 1840. There are four 
or five members of the family working 
during the early nineteenth century with 
the initials JM as follows: 
- James Morgan, recorded working in 
1803
- John Morgan, recorded working 1800-
1804 and 1827-1834 (possibly two 
different individuals)
- Joseph Morgan, recorded working 1815-
1817
- Judith Morgan, recorded working 1810-
1832
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBANW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have to 
be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to this Newsletter are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of CBANW.

Given the date of the bowl and mark type, 
then this is most likely to be a product of 
either John or Judith Morgan and to date 
from c1820-35.

Of the clay pipes on the PAS database, 
4 are from Merseyside and 11 from 
Lancashire. The numbers of clay pipes 
recorded do not reflect the number of pipes 
found or reported which is higher. This is 
due to the usual cut-off date for recording 
of 1700s being used by the PAS.  This clay 
pipe has been recorded on the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme (PAS) database, www.
finds.org.uk/database, as LVPL-947772.

Many thanks to David Higgins for his 
comments and support.

Vanessa Oakden: Finds Liaison Officer 
(Cheshire, Greater Manchester and 
Merseyside)

 Young Archaeologists December Tudor 
feast

 Rufford Clay Pipe


