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start of the second major programme of 
excavations of recent times at the Roman 
fort in the Castlefield area of Manchester. 
This was a Manchester University 
Department of Archaeology dig under the 
leadership of Prof. GDB Jones. Over the 
years of the life of the dig in the heart of 
Manchester a huge number of volunteers 
and professionals learnt their trade and 
forged friendships. 

At the end of the programme of work 
a Federation of interests was brought 
together under Alan’s Chairmanship with 
regular meetings held at the Museum’s 
Conference room. The Committee 
members came from the University, 
the Museum, the professional and 
amateur sectors (David Stanley and 
Craig Brisbane), and business and local 
government worlds. The outcome was 
the creation of GMAU, The Greater 
Manchester Archaeology Unit. Alan’s 
Chairmanship was inspired and under 
his gentlemanly guidance the disparate 
worlds had their voices heard and 
respected, washed down with fine biscuits 
and a cup of tea or coffee. The Unit has 
not been able to survive the ongoing cuts 
to local government services but has 
been reborn at Salford University under 
yet another name.  (See our Chairman 
for details!). During the life of ‘the unit’ 
over 600 unemployed people were given 
work on job creation programmes which 
taught skills in a wide range of areas. 
These proved invaluable in gaining 
work in the wider world later in life and 
produced good archaeology too. Much of 
this success can be said to have started 
with those meetings at the Museum, and 
Alan Warhurst’s  skills and enthusiasm 
for the possibilities arising from them. He  
is remembered with affection.

Craig Brisbane 

Historic Built Environment Knowledge 
Exchange (HistBEKE)

The University of Liverpool’s recently 
launched HistBEKE project is funded by 
Historic England, and has been set up to 
try and help everyone who works with 
the historic built environment to increase 
their knowledge and understanding of the 
assets that they work with. The objective 
of the project is to create a research 
agenda and framework for the historic 
built environment which aims to:

• enhance decision-making processes 
through wider access to current 
knowledge
• set an agenda for further knowledge 
enhancement to enable more effective 
management and decision-making
• establish a sustainable and 
collaborative network to maintain the 
framework into the future

This is a collaborative project, and the 
team are keen to work with as many 
people and organisations as they can 
from across the sector. They would like 
to know about:

•Gaps in your existing knowledge that 
the project might be able to fill
•Themes and topics that you would like 
the framework to cover
•Particular building types/designs, 
architects, conservation methods etc that 
you’re currently working on but which 
don’t yet have any published outputs
•People, groups and organisations that are 
working on built environment research 
projects
•How we might exchange this knowledge 
so that everyone can access it

HistBEKE is running a number of focus 
group CPD workshops across the country 
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CBA North West Autumn Conference

The 2017 AGM and CBANW Conference 
will be held on 4th November at St. Brigit’s 
Parish Hall in West Kirby. The theme of 
the meeting is ‘Researching Medieval 
Archaeology’. Further details and tickets 
are now available on-line via Eventbrite. 
A full programme and booking form are 
included with this Newsletter. 

Remembering Alan Warhurst (1927-
2016), Director of Manchester Museum 
-1977 to retirement.

A full and detailed obituary is available 
on the Museums Journal website for 
March 2017, but David Stanley and Craig 
Brisbane, two current members of the CBA 
North West Committee, have particular 
reason to acknowledge Alan’s passing in 
this copy of the CBANW Newsletter.

Alan became Director of Manchester 
Museum in 1977, coinciding with the 



from September 2017 onwards. 

Our region’s workshop will take place on 27th 
October at Friends Meeting House, 6 Mount 
Street, Manchester, M2 5NS from 1pm to 
5pm. For further information and to book a 
place go to https://histbeke.org/ or contact 
Stella Jackson (Stella.jackson@liverpool.
ac.uk) if you want any further information, or 
if you would prefer not to book on-line.

Our Heritage At Risk - The need for a 
North West Depository 

As more and more Councils face the prospect 
of ever deepening cuts to their budgets in the 
North West we are now starting to see the cuts 
have an impact on Museums and Libraries. A 
lot of councils and councillors fully expect 
to see the situation where their funding from 
Central Government for statutory obligations 
is cut and any other support ceases and they 
have to provide for any shortfalls out of the 
monies they can raise from local taxation.

As archaeologists you might be wondering 
why this should have an impact on me; 
however, when you realise that all of our 
Libraries and nearly all of our Museums 
are funded by local authorities then the 
seriousness of the issue hits home.
 
Whilst there is a legal duty under the 1964 
Libraries and Museums and Act to provide 
these services, the level of such provision is 
drastically reduced from the current position. 
To such an extent, that Bury Council in 
Greater Manchester is proposing to cut the 
libraries from the current 14 to only either 
3 or 4. This is across 6 townships and will 
mean that certain towns will no longer have 
a public library. But more significantly some 
of these libraries currently have displays of 
local finds or house collections that have been 
donated to them and whilst these may not be 
of national importance, at a local level their 
significance should not be under estimated. 

However, these closures are not limited to 
Bury. In an article published by the BBC in 
March  last year they identified that since 2010 
over 207 libraries had closed and another 110 
were to go in the 12 months up to now, whilst 
another 174 had transferred to Community 
Groups and 50 to external organisations.  In 
Lancashire it is proposed that the number will 
decrease from 73 to 44 whilst Warrington is 
likely to lose 9 libraries.  

Also, when we look at Lancashire we note 

that last year Lancashire County Council 
announced that they were going to 
close 5 of the Museums they owned and 
operated including the only two working 
textile museums they have at Helmshore 
and Queen Street Rochdale. Whilst they 
may not dispose of all the exhibits the 
likelihood of the machines coming out of 
storage and ever running again would be  
highly unlikely at best.  
  
As the acting chair of the Prestwich and 
Whitefield Heritage Society the effect of 
the library closures was brought home 
to the Society when we realised that 
Whitefield Library is going to close. There 
are some timber beams on display which 
we deposited there and we are now going 
to have to rehome or risk losing them. 

The other effect that these closures have is 
that more and more Councils are culling 
their book collections which means 
that rare reference books and papers, 
periodicals etc. are either sold en bloc 
to dealers or just scrapped. The effects 
of this  are devastating as rare books 
and manuscripts are sold on to private 
collectors never to see the light of day and 
collections are destroyed. Archaeologists 
will therefore no longer have access this 
archive to enable them to carry out their 
research.

There are other issues that arise from 
the loss of museums and libraries. As  
storage areas become fuller there is an 
increasing tendency for over worked and 
pressurised staff to dispose of items that 
they perceive as being unimportant. Cuts 
also lead to the loss of storage and local 
groups and individuals will be forced to 
curtail their activities as they are unable 
to secure depositories for finds from their 
excavations. This could lead to important 
assemblages of pottery being deemed to 
be six boxes of broken pots and ending up 
in Wednesdays bin collection.    
  
So what is the solution? 
 
A recent survey of mills in the Greater 
Manchester region has shown a number 
of them to be at risk. There is however 
Heritage Lottery money which is available 
for projects which are looking to restore 
old buildings and monuments  We at CBA 
North West feel that as an organisation, we 
should be taking the lead by looking at the 
feasibility of rescuing one of these mills 
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and converting it into a depository for finds 
and documents.
 
The advantages of such an action would be 
immense both for Archaeologists currently 
involved in projects and also for future 
Archaeologists as it will provide a centralised 
storage place for finds, reports and also 
unpublished material. Currently, we run the 
high risk that should a Group or individual 
cease to exist then all of their property could 
end up in the skip and become lost forever. 
With the loss of Libraries and Museums and 
the cut backs in full time posts in Leisure 
Services the capacity for organisations 
to donate or leave items and papers for 
safekeeping will diminish. In fact, the risk 
is that papers and finds that were formerly 
left with Councils for safekeeping will 
themselves be lost to the Waste industry. 
Therefore, it is imperative that a solution 
is found to safeguard the vast amount of 
records and finds that are currently at risk 
of being lost.

The CBA North West Committee would  
welcome your thoughts upon  the feasibility 
of us looking at a project to establish 
a depository and would welcome any 
members who would like to be involved.

David Stanley

Perforated Oyster Shells

As a long term Hand Spinner and Handloom 
Weaver I am currently undertaking research 
into perforated oyster shells and the use/ 
relevance  of these in early technology . 

Complete perforated Oyster Shell 
recovered from an unstratified layer at 
Dilston Castle, Northumberland.



Several have been excavated at the Lloyds 
Bank site, York. Three of those recovered 
were perforated. (Anglo-Scandinavian Finds 
from Lloyds Bank, Pavement,and Other 
Sites. Published in 1982 by York Archaeology 
Trust.)  Several others have been discovered 
on the site of a Medieval Village at Hangleton, 
Sussex (Holden, 1963)

I am asking for the help of archaeologists to 
check any oyster shells found for perforations 
when excavating . The holes could either be 
square or round.

I  would be grateful if you would contact me 
if you uncover any perforated oyster shells in 
any archaeological context. 

Tel 01254 600022
email  waringdot44@hotmail.com 

Dot Waring

Hidden Stories in Graffiti: Exploring the 
practices, beliefs and everyday of historic 
buildings in Greater Manchester

At the CBA North West 2016 spring 
conference Carolanne King delivered a 
talk on the emerging research on medieval 
graffiti and the establishment of the Greater 
Manchester Medieval Graffiti Survey 
(GMGS) the pilot project for what is hoped 
will eventually be a more extensive survey-
The North West Historic Graffiti Survey. 
Almost a year later work on the survey 
has advanced with five local societies now 
involved in the project. Four buildings have 
been completely surveyed and a further three 
are in the process of being examined. The 
majority of the buildings have been churches 
with two timber-framed halls also surveyed. 
Working on different types of building has 
allowed us to begin to think about the different 
ways they were perceived and understood in 
relation to graffiti and purposeful marks. 

Churches

As with many churches within Greater 
Manchester those we have surveyed were 
largely rebuilt or altered during the Victorian 
period so much of the stonework in the main 
body of the church yielded little evidence of 
medieval marks. However, many still bear 
the sign of masons who had worked on the 
construction of the church. These marks were 
predominant in the medieval towers that 
tended to survive Victorian modifications. 
It was noticeable that more complex pieces 

of stone, such as a spiral staircase or arched 
doorway, often carried the same marks 
suggesting these pieces were often the work 
of a single, more skilled mason. 

Alongside marks made by craftsmen a 
range of apopotraic (protective) marks 
have been found in the churches examined 
by volunteers. These were found not only 
in towers where medieval fabric survived 
but also on re-used timber, screens, pews, 
and effigies. Marks found included circles, 
number representations, crossed V’s, and 
hexafoils. The examples shown aside 
demonstrate how small and ephemeral they 
can be. From top to bottom they show a 
small hexafoil (daisy wheel) on an effigy 
at St Mary’s Church, Cheadle; crossed 
V’s in the tower at St Wilfrid’s Church, 
Northenden and five dots at the door of St 
Mary’s Church, Cheadle. 

Due to the difficulty in dating marks and 
graffiti the surveys have recorded all 
instances encountered. Although outside 
the remit of the research project it seems 
two broad themes can be suggested. A 
prevalence of hands and feet on lead roofs 
may be concerned with personal identity 
among both visitors and workmen at the 
buildings. Dated inscriptions in churches 
seem to focus on times of social change or 
upheaval, such as the Civil War and both 
World Wars. New research by John Buglass 
has particularly highlighted the value of 
surveying church roofs, where possible. 
At St Wilfrid’s Church, Northenden the 
opportunity to examine the roof revealed 
lead panels with hundreds of graffiti from 
the mid-18th century onwards. The South 
Manchester Archaeology Research Team are 
undertaking a separate survey of this area and 
using specialise photographic techniques to 
allow the complex ‘stratigraphy’ of marks to 
be understood. 

Timber-Framed Buildings

The North West of England has some 
outstanding examples of timber-framed 
buildings dating to the late medieval and 
early modern periods. Although graffiti in 
churches has been the focus for many of 
the regional surveys this project has chosen 
to include any building built before 1700, 
as discussed in this newsletter previously. 
Results from surveys of Ordsall Hall, Salford 
and Hall’ith’Wood, Bolton have shown there 
is a wealth of information in buildings of this 
sort and apopotraic marks similar to those 

found in churches have been recorded 
alongside inscriptions and dates. The five 
points found at Ordsall Hall, Salford is 
almost identical to that found on the main 
entrance at St Mary’s Cheadle. Inverted 
crossed V’s (Hall’ith’Wood) have been 
a common find alongside circle designs 
(Ordsall Hall). The latter are incorporated 
into a date.

Perhaps to be expected when comparing 
the stone structures of churches and that 
of timber framed domestic buildings is, so 
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 Crossed Vs at St. Wilfrid’s Church, 
Northenden. Copyright M. Wells.

Daisy Wheel from St. Mary’s Church 
Cheadle. Copyright C. King.

Five dots from St. Mary’s Church 
Cheadle. Copyright C. King.



far, the striking difference in the distribution 
of deliberate burn marks These are bulb 
shaped depressions left after deliberate 
burns made in wood have been scraped 
clear of charcoal. At Ordsall Hall, Salford, 
the survey recorded over 150 of these burns. 
However, in the five churches inspected and 
three surveyed there have been only two, one 
at St Wilfrid’s and the other at Wigan Parish 
Church. It is hoped that further analysis of 
the exact locations within the buildings will 
help explore the question of whether they 
were used in a similar way to protective 
marks and why they are so common in 
timber-framed dwellings. 

The graffiti and marks recorded by volunteers 
on the project have offered a glimpse into 
how we might better understand the lives 
and beliefs of those who constructed and 
lived in the buildings we have examined. 
The widespread use of protective symbols 
allows us to think about the fears that played 
upon people’s minds and the beliefs they 
drew upon to combat the perceived evil in 
the world. Further surveys are underway 
which will help us tell more hidden stories. 

Thanks to all volunteers who have worked 
on this project and the societies that 
have organised each survey: SMART; 
Tameside Archaeological Society; 
Middleton Archaeological Society; Wigan 
Archaeological Society; and Bolton 
Archaeology and Egyptology Society. 

Ellen McInnes, North West Graffiti Survey

A short note on three reliquary locket 
pendants from the Mawdesley Area, 
Lancashire

Towards the end of 2016, three silver locket 
pendants from Lancashire were brought 
forward as potential Treasure: they are all 
silver, found by the same detectorists in the 
same area. The finders had assumed they 
were modern, but they are in fact post-
medieval, dating from the 17th century.

 It is highly unusual to find three reliquary 
pendants in the same location suggesting 
that the Mawdesley area of Lancashire may 
have had some significance for Catholics in 
the post-medieval period. 

Two of the pendants (Treasure Numbers: 
2016T1076 and T1077) are virtually identical. 
They are very small, c. 11.5x10x4.5mm 
with a weight of c. 1g. They are oval in plan 

and rectangular in section, made of four 
components: two sheets of silver cut in an 
oval shape, soldered onto the lengths of a 
rectangular sheet of silver that acts as the 
siding of the pendant. Around the middle 
of this sheet of silver is attached a thin 
wire of silver. 

The top and bottom of each pendant  
would have had a silver hoop soldered 
onto it. Both faces are decorated with 
an incised motif: One side depicts Jesus 
Christ dying on the Cross, facing left. 
Above the top of the cross are the letters 
INRI (Iēsus Nazarēnus, Rēx Iūdaeōrum ie. 
“Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews”). 
The opposite face shows the Lamb of God 
(Agnus Dei), lying down, looking back 
over his back, with a halo and carrying a 
triangular flag emblazoned with a cross 
crosslet. The lamb’s wool is shown with 
finer parallel lines. The finders opened one 
of the lockets and found a folded sheet 
of paper with much worn handwriting on 
it, saying ‘Agnus Dei’ as well as small 
fragments of wax, possibly from the Easter 
candle. 

The third pendant (Treasure Number: 
2016T1078) is slightly taller at 14.5mm 
and survives only in fragments, the front 
and back plate. The face bears an incised 
I H S in capital letters. On the crossbar 
of the H stands a cross, the top of which 
touches the border of the pendant. The 
opposite face depicts Christ on the Cross, 
facing left. Above the top of the cross are 
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CBA North West publishes two newsletters 
each year, in the spring and autumn. 
Contributions are invited from Cheshire, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and 
Merseyside on all aspects of archaeology 
in the North West.  If you wish to 
contribute information that you feel would 
be of interest to members of CBANW, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor: 

Dave Roberts
Tel: 0151 427 2980.
e-mail: drandpr@blueyonder.co.uk

Please note that contributions may have to 
be edited.

Disclaimer: Any views or opinions expressed 
by contributors to this Newsletter are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of CBANW.

the letters INRI (Iēsus Nazarēnus, Rēx 
Iūdaeōrum ie. “Jesus the Nazarene, King 
of the Jews”). 

All three pendants are recorded on the 
PAS finds database (http://finds.org.uk/
database) under: LANCUM-3C7B44 
(2016 T1078), LANCUM-3C791A (2016 
T1077) and (LANCUM-3C7098) 2016 
T1076. The objects were donated to the 
British Museum’s collection of post-
medieval reliquaries.

Dot Boughton, Finds Liaison Officer

Reliquary locket pendants from the 
Mawdesley Area, Lancashire.


